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Kentucky Academic Standards Addressed By Zoo Program 
 

WILDLIFE DISCOVERY DAYS 
 

Program description: 
Discover how plants and animals survive in the wild. Using Inquiry, students compare their own skills with 
those of plant and animal Olympians 
 
Kentucky Core Content for Science Assessment standards addressed by this program: 
 
EARLY PRIMARY – 6TH GRADE 
 
Subdomain: Biological Science 
 Organizer: Unity and Diversity 
  Standards: 
  Early Primary 
   SC-EP-3.4.1.   Students will explain the basic needs of organisms. 
 

      Organisms have basic needs. For example, animals need air, water and  
     food; plants need air, water, nutrients and light. Organisms can survive  
     only in environments in which their needs can be met. 

 
   SC-EP-3.4.3.   Students will describe the basic structures and related functions of   

     plants and animals that contribute to growth, reproduction and survival. 
 

      Each plant or animal has observable structures that serve different   
     functions in growth, survival and reproduction. For example, humans have 
     distinct body structures for walking, holding, seeing and talking. These  
     observable structures should be explored to sort, classify, compare and  
     describe organisms. 

 Fourth Grade 
  SC-04-3.4.1.   Students will:    
  -Compare the different structures and functions of plants  

  and animals that contribute to the growth, survival and  
  reproduction of the organisms; 

                                                                -Make inferences about the relationship between structure  
 and function in organisms. 

 

  Each plant or animal has structures that serve different functions in  
 growth, survival and reproduction. For example, humans have distinct 
 body structures for walking, holding, seeing and talking. Evidence about 
 the relationship between structure and function should be used to make 
 inferences and draw conclusions. 

 Sixth Grade 
SC-06-3.4.2 Students will make inferences about the factors influencing behavior 
 based on data/evidence of various organism’s behaviors. 
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 Behavior is one kind of response an organism may make to an internal or  
 environmental stimulus. Observations of organisms, data 
 collection/analysis, support generalizations/conclusions that a behavioral 
 response is a set of actions determined in part by heredity and in part from 
 experience. A behavioral response requires coordination and 
 communication at many levels including cells, organ systems and 
 organisms. 

 
Organizer: Biological Change 

 Standards: 
  Fifth Grade 
 SC-05-3.5.1 Students will describe cause and effect relationships between enhanced 

survival/reproductive success and particular biological adaptations (e.g., 
changes in structures, behaviors, and/or physiology) to generalize about 
the diversity of populations of organisms. 

 

  Biological change over time accounts for the diversity of populations 
developed through gradual processes over many generations. Examining 
cause and effect relationships between enhanced survival/reproductive 
success and biological adaptations (e.g., changes in structures, behaviors, 
and/or physiology), based on evidence gathered, creates the basis for 
explaining diversity. 

 
 SC-05-3.5.2.  Students will understand that all organisms must be able to obtain and use 

resources, grow, reproduce, and maintain stable internal conditions while 
living in a constantly changing external environment. 

 
Subdomain: Unifying Concepts 
 Organizer: Interdependence 
  Standards: 
  Early Primary 
  SC-EP-4.7.1.   Students will describe the cause and effect relationships existing between  

    organisms and their environments. 
 

     The world has many different environments. Organisms require and  
    environment in which their needs can be met. When the environment  
    changes some plants and animals survive and reproduce and others die or  
    move to new locations. 

  Fourth Grade 
 SC-04-4.7.1  Students will make predictions and/or inferences based on patterns of 

evidence related to the survival and reproductive success of organisms in 
particular environments.  

 

  The world has many different environments. Distinct environments 
support the lives of different types of organisms. When the environment 
changes some plants and animals survive and reproduce and others die or 
move to new locations. Examples of environmental changes resulting in 
either increase or decrease in numbers of a particular organism should be 
explored in order to discover patterns and resulting cause and effect 
relationships between organisms and their environments (e.g., structures 
and behaviors that make an organism suited to a particular environment). 
Connections and conclusions should be made base on the data. 
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