Join the club
and Hang with
the Troop!

Toddlers

Colorful Creatures

Can you see the brilliant colors of nature? Join us in this four-week series as we
take a closer look at the Zoo’s beautiful creatures and learn to identify their colors!
We will meet special animals such as birds with red feathers, beetles with black
bodies, and snakes with yellow scales!

Steps
1. Discover colors in nature by looking at differently colored animals in the Zoo.
2. Meet animals up-close and work on identifying colors when we see them.
3. Make new friends and learn to communicate with others.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have mastered color
identification, putting names to the beautiful colors we see on animals and plants.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am
Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am
Fridays: September 14, 21, 28, & October 5: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am

Cost: Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

1

photo by DJJAM

Movers & Shakers
Does your child like to jump, hop, crawl, or climb? Bring them to this four-week series to learn how animals are movers and shakers just like them! This is our time to
discover how animals get from place to place, using their body to maneuver about
their homes. Join us to learn about animal locomotion while we move around the
Zoo, meet animals in the classroom, and act like an animal with our friends.

Steps
1. Discover how animals need to move around just like we do.
2. Meet animals up-close and use our eyes to examine their bodies.
3. Make new friends and explore our world together.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have discovered how animals
use different means of locomotion to meet friends, find food, and seek out shelter.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am
Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am
Fridays: October 19, 26, November 2, & 9: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am
Saturdays: October 20, 27, November 3, & 10: 9:30-10:15 am or 11-11:45 am

Cost: Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

Pre-K

Finding Food

What will you do to get your hands on your favorite food?! Let’s discover what it
takes for an animal to find their next delicious meal. Join us on a journey around
the Zoo while we find other animals that are really good at finding food! Animals
find food by using their hands, ears, eyes, nose, and mouth, just like we do!

Steps
1. Discover how animals find the food they eat.
2. Meet animals up-close and observe their body parts.
3. Make new friends and learn how to communicate with others.

Purpose
I will have learned that animals eat different foods and have different methods to
search for food. I will also understand that animals use their senses of smell, sight,
touch, hearing, and taste to find their food.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 10-11am
Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 10-11am
Fridays: September 14, 21, 28, & October 5: 10-11am
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 10-11am

Cost: Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

Ani-Moves

Have you watched a caterpillar inch across a leaf? Or a rabbit hop through the
grass? From crawling like a caterpillar to hopping like a bunny, we will mimic the
movement our animal friends make and learn about what makes them special. Join
us in this four-week series as we discover how animals can fly, jump, hop, swing
and dive!

Steps
1. Discover how animals move around from place to place.
2. Meet animals up-close and observe their special body parts used for
locomotion.
3. Make new friends and explore our world with them.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have learned that animals have
special adaptations that allow them to move in many different ways.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 10-11am
Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 10-11am
Fridays: October 19, 26, November 2, & 9: 10-11am
Saturdays: October 20, 27, November 3, & 10: 10-11am

Cost: Members: $65/Non-Members: $80
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Kindergarten
Beasty Feasts
Have you ever been as hungry as a horse? If so, what did you eat? Are you a picky
eater? So are some of the Zoo animals! During this four-week series, we’ll take
hikes in the Zoo, meet some special animal friends, and play games that will help
us learn about the crazy variety of animal diets and what is on the menu for our
Zoo animals.

Steps
1.
2.
3.
4.

Discover how animals’ bodies tell us a lot about what they eat.
Investigate the many different kinds of diets animals can have.
Discover what we have in common with other animals.
Develop our communication skills and gain confidence while making friends.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will understand a little more about
what animals and I need to eat to stay healthy and strong.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 10-11:30 am
Home School Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 10-11:30 am
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 10-11:30 am

Cost: Members: $70/Non-Members: $85
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I Like To Move It, Move It
Do you scurry like a squirrel or swing like a siamang? Do you run like a rhino or
paddle like a penguin? During this four-week series, we’ll play games, hike through
the Zoo, and meet some new animal friends as we discover (and try out) all of the
amazing ways the animals move through their world.

Steps
1. Explore the many different types of animal locomotion.
2. Discover the important role an animal’s body plays in the way it moves through
its habitat.
3. Investigate how our bodies help us to move, and then use them to move like
some of our animal friends.
4. Develop our communication skills and gain confidence while making friends.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will understand how animals
(including humans) use their bodies to move through their world.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 10-11:30 am
Home School Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 10-11:30 am
Saturdays: October 20, 27, & November 3, & 10: 10-11:30 am

Cost: Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

1st & 2nd Grade
Tasty Treats

Walk This Way

Every living thing needs energy to survive. Animals get energy from the food they
eat! Join us in this four-week journey to figure out what some of our Zoo animals
like to eat! Some animals eat plants, while some animals eat other animals! Let’s
study this food chain by meeting some animals in the classroom and out in the
Zoo!

Creep with eight legs, crawl with six legs, sprint with four legs or walk with just
two…join us on this journey as we investigate how animals move! In each class,
we will explore animal movers around the Zoo, challenge ourselves with classroom
activities, and experience up close animal encounters.

Steps

1. Discover that animals have physical adaptations that allow them to move.
2. Meet animals up-close and study the body parts that assist them in locomotion.
3. Make new friends and work with others in the classroom.
4. Gain confidence and develop our communication skills while having fun.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Discover that predators and prey are a part of a large food chain.
Meet animals up-close and study the body parts that assist them in eating.
Make new friends and work on activities with other classmates.
Gain confidence and develop our communication skills while having fun.

Steps

Purpose

Purpose

When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have learned that animals have
physical adaptations that help them find their food.

When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have learned that animals have
physical adaptations that allow them to move in their homes.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Cost: Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

Cost: Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

Home School Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 10-11:30 am
Home School Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 10-11:30 am
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 2-3:30 pm

Home School Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 10-11:30 am
Home School Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 10-11:30 am
Saturdays: October 20, 27, & November 3, & 10: 2-3:30 pm
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3rd & 4th Grade
Feeding Frenzy

From teeth to talons, animals have a lot of adaptations that help them to find and eat
their food. Join us for this four-week series as we investigate what animals eat and
how they find their food with hands-on activities and animal visitors.

Steps
1. Investigate how animals’ bodies are adapted to different diets.
2. Discover the important role that animals (including humans) play in the food web.
3. Make new friends and discover our voices as we learn together.
4. Discover the role we play in our environment.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed cooperative and
team working skills. I will have more knowledge about the role that animals,
including humans, play in their ecosystem, and how their bodies help them fill
that niche.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 10-11:30 am
Home School Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 10-11:30 am
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 2-3:30 pm

Cost: Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

Animals on the Move
From the brachiating arms of a gibbon to the hopping feet of a rabbit, the flapping
wings of a bat to the paddling wings of a penguin, animals are adapted to move
through all kinds of places in all sorts of ways! During this four-week series, we will
take an up-close look at animal locomotion and learn about the adaptations that
allow animals to move in different ways. We will also test our locomotion skills and
see how we measure up to some wild movers and shakers around the Zoo.

Steps
1. Discover the important role an animal’s body plays in how and where it lives in
its environment.
2. Investigate the unique ways that humans can move.
3. Make new friends and compare our movement skills to some animals’.
4. Discover what role we play in our environment.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed cooperative and
team working skills. I will also have more knowledge about the role that animals’,
including humans’, bodies are adapted to certain ways of movements and habitats.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 10-11:30 am
Home School Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 10-11:30 am
Saturdays: October 20, 27, & November 3, & 10: 2-3:30 pm

Cost: Members: $70/Non-Members: $85
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5th & 6th Grade
Eat Like an Animal

Prowl Like a Predator

When it comes to finding food, the rules of the wild are eat or be eaten. Come and
learn about the adaptations animals have to find and eat their food, their role in the
food chain, and how our eating habits compare to theirs. We will also learn about
how our Zoo nutritionist makes sure that our Zoo animals eat a diet that mimics
that of their wild counterparts. Of course, animal visitors, Zoo hikes, and other
activities will play a big role in this four-week series as we learn and explore what it
means to eat like an animal.

Whether you hunt with talons or teeth, stealth or speed, when you are at the top of
the food chain, you have to be fierce. During this four-week series, we will explore
meat-eaters of the mountains, carnivores of the canopy, savanna stalkers, and polar
prowlers to learn how predators in different habitats are specially adapted to find
and catch their food in the place they call home.

Steps
1.
2.
3.
4.

Investigate the interdependence of members of a food web.
Learn about how zoos meet the nutritional needs of their animals.
Compare our diets to those of other animals.
Make new friends and work on our critical thinking skills.

Purpose
When I have finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have honed my critical thinking and observation skills while building confidence in expressing myself and my
ideas as I explore the role of animals (including myself) in their ecosystems’ food
webs.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 10 am-noon
Home School Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 10 am-noon
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 1:30-3:30 pm

Steps
1.
2.
3.
4.

Investigate the special physical and behavioral adaptations of predators.
Identify the adaptations that are specific to predators hunting in different habitats.
Learn how our skills compare to those of some predators.
Make new friends and work on our cooperative and problem-solving skills.

Purpose
When I have finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have honed my problem
solving abilities and used teamwork to explore the adaptations of predators while
learning to better appreciate their role (and my own) in an ecosystem.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 10 am-noon
Home School Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 10 am-noon
Saturdays: October 20, 27, & November 3, & 10: 1:30-3:30 pm

Cost: Members: $75/Non-Members: $90

Cost: Members: $75/Non-Members: $90
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7th & 8th Grade
Zoo-viver

Animal Olympians

In the wild, it is all about survival, and you are either the hunter or the hunted.
During this four-week series, we will learn about the adaptations animals and
plants employ to survive and thrive in a wild and unpredictable world. We will
also learn about the role that humans play in forming and changing the rules and
the roles of wildlife in their habitat.

We often focus on who is the strongest or fastest human or which person can jump
the highest or the farthest. This series will focus on how those Olympian talents
apply to the animal kingdom and how these athletic skills translate into survival
skills for wildlife. We will even test our own skills and, on the last week, those of
our visitors against those of our animal Olympians to see who would bring home
the gold.

Steps
1.
2.
3.
4.

Investigate how animals’ bodies are adapted to hunt or hide.
Discover the important role predators and prey play in their environment.
Make new friends and discover how to work together.
Discover what role we play in our environment.

Purpose
When I have finished the Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed critical
thinking, observation, and inquiry skills and will have built my confidence in my own
voice and ideas as I discover how I can positively impact my world through my own
choices and sharing my knowledge with others.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: September 11, 18, 25, & October 2: 10 am-noon
Home School Wednesdays: September 12, 19, 26, & October 3: 10 am-noon
Saturdays: September 15, 22, 29, & October 6: 1:30-3:30 pm

Cost: Members: $75/Non-Members: $90

Steps
1. Explore which animals use speed, agility, and strength to give them a survival
advantage.
2. Learn about the special physical adaptations an animal must have to achieve
Olympian level skills.
3. Make new friends and work together to achieve our goals.
4. Help Zoo visitors explore their own physical skills and compare them to those of
wild animals.

Purpose
When I have finished the Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed problem
solving and teamwork skills and will have built my confidence in my own voice and
ideas as I discover how I can share my knowledge and engage the public in
learning experiences.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks

Home School Tuesdays: October 16, 23, 30, & November 6: 10 am-noon
Home School Wednesdays: October 17, 24, 31, & November 7: 10 am-noon
Saturdays: October 20, 27, & November 3, & 10: 1:30-3:30 pm

Cost: Members: $75/Non-Members: $90
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FAMILY OVERNIGHTS
TWIGA AFRICAN TENTED CAMP OVERNIGHT

Transport yourself to Africa during this tented camp overnight experience at the Zoo! Built on the edge of the Giraffe exhibit, Twiga Tented
Camp offers an intimate, high-end, authentic adventure at the Zoo including special encounters with animals, behind the scenes tours, comfortable cots in safari tents, a continental breakfast, and so much more.
This overnight is for children ages 5 years and older. At least one parent per family
group is required to attend.

Dates: August 10, 18, 31, September 1, 29, or October 13: 6 pm–9 am the next morning
Cost: Member $80/person Non-Member $85/person

AFRICA PREDATOR PROWL OVERNIGHT

Prowl the Zoo at night searching for predators of Africa and beyond
while learning about the vital role predators play in an ecosystem and
how humans and predators can coexist together. Groups will meet animal ambassadors, hike the Zoo at night, get a peek behind the scenes,
and do a hands-on investigation exploring predation techniques in the
African savannah. This overnight is for children ages 5 years and older. At least
one parent per family group is required to attend.

Dates: September 15: 6 pm–9 am the next morning
Cost: Member $40/person Non-Member $45/person

DJJAM

SLEEP WITH THE MANATEES

Did you know that the Cincinnati Zoo is one of only two institutions
outside of Florida that rescue and rehabilitate manatees? Come
experience a once-in-a-lifetime sleepover with these gentle giants!
During the overnight you will enjoy two sneak peeks behind the
scenes, hike the Zoo at night, experience animal encounters and
fall asleep with our resident manatees swimming at your feet.
This overnight is for children ages 5 years and older.
At least one parent per family group is required to attend.

DJJAM

Dates: September 1, 21, or October 6: 6 pm–9 am the next morning
Cost: Member $50/person Non-Member $55/person
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ADULT PROGRAMS
TWIGA TENTED OVERNIGHT

Come join us for an experiential program that will transport you to
Africa through unique opportunities only available for Twiga guests.
You will start of the evening with drinks and hors d’oeuvres and then
begin the tour which includes special encounters with some of our
African Zoo animals. Then, your adventure continues with a special,
behind-the-scenes peek at what it takes to keep our animals happy
and fed. We’ll finish the evening by winding down around the bonfire before settling in for the night in one of four African safari tents
on comfortable cot bunk beds. The morning begins with a continental breakfast, complete with waffle bar. You will wrap up this unique
experience with a close encounter with our giraffes. Participants must
be 21 years or older.

Dates: August 11 or September 22: 6 pm-9 am
Cost: Members: $140 person/Non-Members: $150 person

FALL WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY
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Wildlife photography can be one of the most fun and rewarding hobbies around and who could be better to learn from than professional
photographer and Zoo horticulturist, Brian Jorg. This class, geared
towards beginner photographers, will blend technical expertise with
knowledge of wildlife and the Zoo’s collection. You will learn how
to get the most out of your camera and how understanding animal
behavior will improve your photographs. Then, we will venture out into
the Zoo to test your skills. Participants must provide their own cameras.
Dates:
September 15 or October 20: 8-10 am
Cost:
Members: $30/Non-Members: $35

HISTORY AND HIJINX TOUR

How well do YOU know your Cincinnati Zoo? The moniker of “second oldest Zoo in the nation” comes with a lot of history and some
pretty epic tales! Step back in time with Zoo animal care and trainer
veteran of 50 years, Gary Denzler, as he leads you on a fun and factual story-based historical tour of the Cincinnati Zoo, sharing tales of
the people and animals that have made this Zoo what it is today. This
program is geared toward participants 16 years and older.
Dates: August 10, 11 or September 6: 6 pm-8 pm
* additional dates to be added if popularity demands

Cost:

Members: $12 person/Non-Members: $15 person

GREAT OUTDOOR
WEEKEND:

See a Different Side of the Zoo

Did you know the Zoo has a farm in Warren County? Made up of
acres of reclaimed wetland, prairie, an apiary (honeybee hives), and
forest, it’s all perfect regional habitat! Join Zoo staff for a morning of
adventure throughout the property, called EcOhio, where we will be
on the lookout for native wildlife while learning about the cool Zoo
projects taking place. Then, stop by the greenhouses to purchase
native plants to fill your own home garden!
Check out www.greatoutdoorweekend.org/ for more details.
Dates: September 29: 9 am-1 pm
Cost: FREE

10

FAMILY PROGRAMS
FAMILY NIGHT HIKES:
CREATURES OF THE NIGHT

Things that go bump - or hiss - in the night! From creatures with
eight legs to those with none, there sure are some wild, hair-raising
animals here at the Zoo! We’ll hike around the Zoo and get up close
and personal with some of the Zoo’s very own animal ambassadors
while we learn about what makes these creepy crawlies so unique!
Dates: September 21, October 13, 20, or 26: 6:30-8 pm
Cost: Members: $9/Non-Members: $13

NEW
FIONA FAMILY FUN

Mark Dumont

Fiona and her family have faced and overcome a lot together over
the last two years. Come and learn from the keepers themselves
about the ins and outs of what makes Fiona and Bibi such an amazing pair. Then, get to experience an exclusive keeper encounter at
their habitat where you can ask all of your questions to the people
who know them best – their caretakers. This class will have both a
lecture and hike component. A light snack will be provided during
the lecture component.
Dates: August 25, September 1, or 8: 7:30-9am
Cost: Members: $15/Non-Members: $20
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GARDEN PROGRAMS
NATIVE PLANT SYMPOSIUM

Please join us for our seventh annual Native Plant Symposium, an all
day adventure into the beauty and joy of native plants. Our previous
symposia have been very well received. A treat for green industry
professionals, gardeners, and anyone who is interested in native
plants. Speakers: Kelly Norris, Dr. Stanley Hedeen, Jim McCormac,
Anna Brooks, Brian Jorg, and Steve Foltz.
Dates: November 10: 8:50am-5pm, free social hour from 5-6pm
Cost: $75 (includes Zoo admission, parking, lunch, and snacks)

PLANT TRIALS DAY

Plan to attend the seventh annual, highly acclaimed and popular
horticultural event. This might just be the best one yet! It is an all day
symposium, for professionals and gardeners, featuring top industry
experts discussing the newest and best plants—everything from
woodies to perennials to annuals—for our gardens. Speakers include
Tony Avent, Andrew Bunting, Greg Paige, Bobbie Schwartz, and
Steve Foltz. All true horticultural all-stars! Details and
registration at the Zoo’s website.
Dates: August 30: 8:50am-5pm, free social hour from 5-6pm
Cost: $99 (includes Zoo admission, parking, lunch, and snacks)
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ADVANCED INQUIRY PROGRAM

MAKE THE ZOO YOUR CAMPUS!

In collaboration with Project Dragonfly at Miami University, the Zoo offers a master’s degree program
that combines courses at the Zoo with coursework in a web-based learning community. This one-ofa-kind graduate program is designed for environmental and education professionals, as well as those
who have a vested interest in our natural world. Connected to a broad network of “kindred spirits”
across the country, our students develop their inquiry-driven, investigative skills while striving to create
positive change for conservation and local communities.
Applications for admission into the next cohort of the Advanced Inquiry Program (AIP) open in
September 2018, with a deadline of February 28, 2019 and courses beginning that summer.
Not too sure about a full master’s program yet? Need college credit for professional development?
Try out a standalone graduate course with us instead!

For more information or to apply, go to cincinnatizoo.org/aip.
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ZOO ON THE MOVE

THE ZOO COMES TO YOU
Looking to add something wild to your classroom or

event? We will bring the Zoo to you during these close
encounters with the Zoo’s animal ambassadors. We will
travel up to 30 miles from the Zoo to schools, birthday
parties, scout meetings, nursing homes, libraries,
community events and festivals, and so much more!

...for Schools

$80 per program for 30 students max. 30-45 minute state curriculum standards-based topics available for pre-K through 12th
grade. Available Monday–Friday, September 1st through May
31st, during the school day. For traditional schools, homeschool
co-ops, Head Start and non-profit preschools.

...for Public Groups

$300 per 45 minute program. We have great mix & mingle formats
for larger groups, or group presentations for 40 participants max.
Available year-round on weekdays and weekends. For corporate
events and meetings, private events, birthday parties, festivals, and
more.

...for Community Groups
$200 per 45 minute program. We have great mix & mingle
formats for larger groups, or group presentations for 40
participants max. Available year-round on weekdays and
weekends. For after-hours or evening school programs,
Vacation Bible schools and church groups, libraries, retirement communities and senior homes, scouting events,
commercial pre-schools and more.

For more information or to register, call 513-559-7767.
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