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             WILD DISCOVER ZONE 

               JUNGLE TRAILS HIKE 
 

Theme: Primates are our closest living relatives, they share many similarities with us! Due to human 

actions, our animal cousins are struggling in their natural habitats. However, there are steps that we can take 
to help protect primates and their habitats.  

Summary: Educators will rotate through the Jungle Trails habitat, teaching guests about primate natural 

history and the threats they face in the wild. Educators will use this information to help facilitate a strong 
emotional connection between guests and our closest living relatives. Building on this emotional connection, 
educators will inspire guests to take individual actions to help protect primates and their natural habitats.   

Objectives:  
During and after the interaction, guests will: 

1. Be able to identify unique characteristics shared among all primates. 
2. Feel a personal connection to our closest living relatives. 
3. Learn about the threats that primates face in the wild. 
4. Be motivated to take action to help protect primate species and their habitats.  

Location: Jungle Trails, beginning at a cart stationed near the Orangutan Habitat and ending at the 

Bonobo Habitat (outdoor).  

Materials: Jungle Trails Field Guide with the Sustainable Palm Oil App QR Code 

Contents:  
Part 1: Roaming Naturalist  
 Doing the Activity 

Part 2: Background Information: 
 The Primate Family 
 Palm Oil and Orangutans 
 Golden-Lion Tamarin Success Story 
 Coltan Mining and Bonobos 
 Primate Stories 
 Conservation Connection  

Part 3: Animals on habitat in Jungle Trails  
 

This activity is designed to engage all ages of Zoo visitors. Your duty as an excellent educator 

and interpreter is to adjust your approach to fit each group you interact with. Be aware that this 

is a short hike through the Jungle Trails habitat, with a 20-25-minute time limit. However, make 

sure to read the guests’ behaviors to keep a natural flow and pace throughout the hike. 
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Part 1:  
Roaming Naturalist: 
As a roaming naturalist, you will rotate through three key habitat spaces in Jungle Trails: the orangutans, the 
golden-headed lion tamarins, and the bonobos. While we will not be doing formal tours with the guests, 
encourage them to accompany you through your rotations if possible, or let them know where you will be 
next so that the guests can choose to go with you if they want. The longer we can interact with the guests, 
the more we will be able to help facilitate those emotional connections, deliver more powerful messages, 
and encourage conservation action! You will start at the Wild Discover Zone Cart located at the orangutan 
habitat and rotate through the stops every 10-20 minutes. This will allow you to get two or three rotations 
during your shift. However, these are loose guidelines, really read the guests interest as we want them to 
encourage them stay with us without formally asking them to commit to a tour.  

 

 
Doing the activity (30 minutes-1 hour) 
Destinations 

❖ Orangutan, Golden-Lion Tamarin, Bonobo 
 

At all the Stops 
❖ What makes a primate a primate? What features do all primates share with each other? Engage with 

your audience to answer this question.  
o Potential Vocab: opposable thumb, binocular vision, family groups, large brains, etc. 

❖ Do these characteristics sound familiar? Yes, we are primates too! Introduce the relationship that 
humans and non-human primates share and that all the animals in Jungle Trails are our animal 
cousins!  
 

Orangutan (Stop 1: 10-20 minutes) *Note: Orangutans may be in the indoor habitat area* 
❖ Introduce the group to our orangutans, Alex and Henry  

❖ Choose a story to share about orangutans that help guests to connect emotionally (see Primate Stories, 
under background information).  

❖ Connect this story to what is happening to orangutans and their habitats in Borneo and Sumatra 
with the Palm Oil industry and what products have palm oil in them. 
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❖ Introduce sustainable palm oil, what it means, and how supporting sustainably sourced palm oil can 
help to save many species like orangutans. (encourage guests to download the Cheyenne Mountain 
Zoo Sustainable Palm Oil App, using the QR code, as a way to help them take action). 
 

Golden-Lion Tamarin stop (Stop 3: 10-20 minutes)  
❖ Introduce the guests to our tamarins, Lucio and Seraphina. 

❖ Tell the story about the success of golden-lion tamarin conservation. 

❖ Connect this to the importance of zoos as conservation institutions and the work done to help save 
endangered species.  

 
Bonobo stop (Stop 5: 10-20 minutes) *Note: Bonobos may also be in the indoor habitat area* 

❖ Introduce the group to our bonobo community. Let them know that there are multiple families of 
bonobos that rotate through our habitat spaces. (Note: Bonobos may be  

❖ Help facilitate an emotional connection through a story (see Primate Stories, background information).  

❖ Connect this to the mining of coltan in Central Africa for cellphone manufacturing and how it is 
harming bonobo populations and habitat. 

❖ Encourage guests to take action by recycling old and broken cellphones to help save animal species, 
including bonobos, gorillas, elephants, etc.  

 

Part 2: Background Information 
 
The Primate Family 
 
When we say the word primate, what does that mean? 
Taxonomically, primates are an order of related species 
that falls under the larger class Mammalia. It is suggested 
that all primates evolved from a common ancestor, and 
therefore split off from other mammals, around 55 
million years ago. This has led to a lot of diversity within 
the order! Around the world, there are close to 650 
species and subspecies of primates, ranging from the tiny 
2 oz. mouse lemur to the massive 400-lb. gorilla.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primate species fall into one of three major categories; prosimians, monkeys, and apes. 
  

• Prosimians represent the more “primitive” of primates, the most distantly related to 
humans. Prosimians tend to be smaller in size, nocturnal, relatively solitary, rely 
greatly on their sense of smell, and move through the trees through vertical clinging 
and leaping. This group is highly diverse and includes all lemurs, lorises, galagos, and 
tarsiers.  
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• Monkeys are the most geographically diverse category of primates, spanning 
throughout South and Central America, Africa, Asia, and even one location in 
Europe. Monkeys are characterized by their relatively average size, tails, more 
complex social structures, increased intelligence, increased reliance on sight, and 
ability to move quadrupedally (on all fours) on the ground and in the trees. This 
group includes baboons, tamarins, marmosets, macaques, colobus, langurs, and 
so much more! 

 

• Apes are often known as the most “advanced” group of primates. Apes are 
characterized by their large size, lack of tails, ability to move through brachiation 
(under branch swinging), high intelligence, highly complex social structures, 
dependence on learning, and tool creation and use. This group includes gibbons, 
siamangs, orangutans, gorillas, chimpanzees, and bonobos.  

 
While a lot of diversity exists among the living primates, there are some very unique characteristics that are 
shared by almost all of the primate species. Listed are some of the major features of primates: 

1. Large brain size: compared to other mammals, most primates have a large brain relative to their 
body size. Larger brains allow primates to have and increased ability to learn and solve complex 
problems, and therefore adapt to almost any situation they are put in.  

2. Prehensile grip and opposable thumbs: a true opposable thumb (meaning you can touch your 
thumb to each finger separately) is one of the most defining characteristic of the primates. Increased 
mobility of the hands, for both precision and power grip, allows for primates to manipulate small 
and complex objects. Having a thumb allows primates to control their environment in ways other 
mammals cannot. The creation and use of tools is prevalent in numerous primate species.  

3. Stereoscopic/binocular vision: primates tend to have a high 
reliance on the sense of sight, many have color vision similar to 
our own. Most primates have more forward-facing eyes, this 
allow for increased depth perception. Being able to judge 
distances is an important trait for an animal that often needs to 
move quickly through high canopies.  

4. Fingernails: most primates have nails on their fingers and toes as opposed to claws. These nails 
help to protect the digits, and allow for a heightened sense of touch.   

5. Long life history: primates tend to have relatively long periods of dependence on a 
parent. Primate mothers are usually very nurturing and protective of their young. 
Primates also tend to live longer than other mammals of the same body size. While a 
baboon can live up to 30 years, a dog of the same size may 
only live to be 12.  
6. Complex social structures: most primates live in large 
social groups. Living in groups with other individuals facilitates 
the formation of close bonds and friendships. These 
relationships help to protect primates from potential dangers.    

 
 
These traits may sound familiar, as these are all characteristic that humans share as well! We are primates 
too, genetically we share more DNA with monkeys, apes, and prosimians than any other animal on the 
planet. Humans and chimps, our closest living relative, share almost 98% of the same DNA! Even without 
DNA evidence, it is not hard to see how we fit into the primate group, as we are very similar both physically 
and behaviorally. As similar as we are, humans are quickly leading their animal cousins to extinction. Today 
around 60% of our fellow primate species are threatened with extinction because of human actions. If 
nothing is done, not only will we lose animals that play important roles in their ecosystems, but we will be 
losing a part of ourselves as well. This zone will focus on what we can do to make a difference  
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“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do 
makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.”  

 
“Only if we understand, can we care. Only if we care, we will help. Only if we help, shall all be saved.” 

~ Jane Goodall  
 

Palm Oil and Orangutans  
All around the world, primary forests are being lost at alarming rates. Every minute, the equivalence of 48 
football fields are destroyed for the use of human consumption alone. This is a major concern for tropical 
areas such as Africa, Asia, and South America, where deforestation rates are the most intense. In Indonesia, 
the clear cut of forests for the growth of the palm oil industry threatens the last remaining great ape of Asia. 
Orangutan populations of Sumatra and Borneo are declining dramatically as their homes are destroyed for 
the cultivation of palm oil. Indonesia contains around 90% of the world’s orangutan population, with 75% 
of these populations existing in areas outside of protected parks that are in 
danger of being cultivated.  
 
Orangutans are a large species of primate that can be found in only two places 
in the entire world, the islands of Borneo and Sumatra. These beautiful red 
apes, often shy and elusive, are among some of the smartest animals on the 
planet! Highly adept at problem solving, orangutans are known to construct 
and use a wide range of tools, such as using large leaves as umbrellas, sticks to 
“fish” for insects and honey, and even build “bridges” from sapling and 
vines to cross a river. Orangutans are one of humans closest living relatives, 
we share 97% of the same DNA! With the creation of these palm oil 
plantations, we are essentially hurting our animal cousins. Currently, all three 
species are listed as endangered or critically endangered. If current situations 
remain unchanged, it is possible that orangutans could go extinct in the next 
decade.  
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Unfortunately, palm oil is an incredibly important and prevalent product. It 
has a wide variety of uses, from food to consumer based products, and can 
typically be found in one out of every ten grocery items. Some of these 
products include peanut butter, ice-cream, candy, detergents, soaps, and 
cosmetics. Palm oil is also considered to be the most productive source of 
biofuel and the demand for it worldwide will only continue to increase in the 
coming years. Not only is it in high demand worldwide, but economically 
palm oil is a major source of industry and employs around one million 
workers throughout Sumatra and Borneo.  

 
The good news is, there is a very simple way to take action to help save the orangutans. Fortunately, when 
palm oil is sourced sustainably, the effects on wildlife are greatly minimized. The Roundtable for Sustainable 
Palm Oil (RSPO) is a non-profit committee that is dedicated to the transformation of the palm oil industry, 
as well as the development and implementation of global standards for sustainable palm oil. The RSPO has 
high environmental and social standards that companies must abide by to become certified as sustainable. 
One of the most important criteria states that no primary forests, or areas containing significant species can 

be destroyed. This means that orangutan habitat would remain unharmed!  

Currently, over 3,000 members are RSPO certified, representing almost 20% of global 
palm oil production. While this is an amazing start, there is still a long way to go. Luckily, 
getting involved in orangutan conservation is very simple! To shop responsibly, 
DOWNLOAD the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Sustainable Palm Oil App on your 

phone to identify RSPO certified products and companies. This app is free, easy to use, and 
updates new RSPO members on a regular basis. With this app, you can support the companies 

who have committed to help protect species and their habitats. Palm oil production is a global problem that 
needs everyone’s support if we want to ensure the orangutan’s future. 
 

Golden-Lion Tamarin Success Story 
*Please note that we house Golden Headed Lion Tamarins at the Cincinnati Zoo, but will be 

talking about the Conservation Success Story of the Golden-Lion Tamarin* 
The Golden-Lion Tamarin is a small species of monkey native to 
the forests of Coastal Brazil. Known for their beautiful golden 
hair, these tamarins have a thick lion like mane around their 
heads, giving them the name Golden-Lion Tamarin. Tamarins are 
a social species of monkeys, living in group sizes ranging from 2 
to 8 family members. In the wild, Golden-Lion Tamarins are 
opportunistic omnivores, feeding mostly on fruits, flowers, tree 
sap, insects, and small vertebrates. They will share food among 
their family members. Mother Golden-Lion Tamarins almost 
always give birth to twins, who will cling to their mothers for the first weeks of their lives. Tamarin family 
groups will share the responsibility of raising the infants, each member of the family will take turns holding 
and caring for the babies, however, the adult males will usually provide most of the care.  
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Historically, Golden-Lion Tamarins could be found 
throughout the coastal regions of Brazil (light green on map), 
but due to loss of their native habitats from urban and 
agriculture development, they became isolated in small forest 
fragments (dark green on map). Back in the 1970’s, it was 
estimated that there were as few as 200 tamarins left and the 
species was listed on the Endangered Species List (ESL). In 
1972, an international captive breeding program was set up, 
and in 1983 the Golden-Lion Tamarin Conservation 
Program (GLTCP) was initiated at the National Zoo in 
Washington D.C. For the last 30 years, the National Zoo, 
AZA zoos around the United States, and their partners have worked tirelessly to breed individuals in human 
care and release them back into their native habitat.  
 

Their efforts have been greatly successful! As of 2003, the Golden-Lion 
Tamarins were downgraded from Critically Endangered to Endangered on the 
ESL. Currently it is estimated that around 1,500 tamarins are living in the wild, 
with an additional 450 residing in zoos around the world. About one-third of 
the wild tamarins today are descendants of those who were raised in human 
care. Not only have population numbers increased, but 
the efforts of these organizations have also succeeded 

to protect forests in their range. As of June 2017, the Brazilian President has signed a 
bill to triple the União Reserve’s (circled on map above) size and restore corridors to 
adjacent forests! This expansion is crucial for the survival of many species.  
 
Today, the GLTCP still works to help protect tamarins both in the wild and in 
human care. The tamarins at the Cincinnati Zoo are a part of a Species Survival Plan (SSP). SSPs are 
programs that oversee all populations of select species within accredited AZA facilities and help to enhance 
conservation of these species in the wild. These programs are led by expert advisors who manage all 
individuals of a species to maximize genetic diversity, ensuring healthy and stable populations. SSPs help to 
match compatible individuals around the country who could produce health offspring, furthering the 
survival of the species (almost like an animal matchmaker or dating site, although more scientific!). Without 
the help of the GLTCP, zoos, SSPs, and multiple institutions around the world, these beautiful monkeys 
could have been lost forever. While there is still a long way to go, the future of the Golden-Lion Tamarin is 
much brighter. By supporting organizations like the Cincinnati Zoo, you are helping to conserve animals like 
the Golden-Lion Tamarin.  
 

Coltan Mining and Bonobos 
One of our closest living relatives, the bonobo, is a species of great 
ape found in only one country in the entire world. Bonobos inhabit 
the remote forests of the Congo Basin in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo in central Africa. Bonobos, like chimps, are one of our 
closest living relatives, sharing over 98% of the same DNA. 
Physically, bonobos are similar to chimpanzees, though tend to be 
slightly smaller, leaner, and darker. Socially though, bonobos are 
quite different from all other apes. In bonobo society, it is the 
females who are in charge! Because of this, bonobos tend to live 
more peacefully than their cousins, the chimps and humans. When 
tension arises, bonobos alleviate stress by hugging and other forms of physical contact rather than fighting. 
Female bonobos are even known to join together when a male becomes aggressive to prevent him from 
harming other individuals. Bonobos also tend to maintain their love of play, even far into adulthood. Playing 
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helps bonobos to build trust and form strong relationships amongst each other, as well as continuously 
adapt to their environment.  

In the wild bonobos will feed on fruits, seeds, leaves, terrestrial vegetation, 
and have been seen eating insects and other vertebrates occasionally. While 
they are incredibly intelligent, bonobos have never been seen using tools in 
their natural habitat. However, bonobos in human care have shown that 
they have huge learning capabilities and have demonstrated that they can 
make and use a diverse range of tools.  
 
Unfortunately, these highly intelligent and peaceful animals face many 
threats, largely from human actions. While it is not known how many 

bonobos are left in the world, the best estimates place their numbers between 30,000 and 50,000 individuals, 
not even enough to fill half the seats at a football stadium. Currently, bonobos are listed as Endangered on 
the Endangered Species List, with populations continuing to decline. A large reason for this is the loss of 
habitat due to the mining of coltan.  
 
Coltan is an ore that is an essential component of many electronic devices, 
including cellphones. This ore is found in enormous quantities in the 
Congo of central Africa, the home of the bonobo. In order to get the 
coltan to make our electronics, large areas of forest must be cleared and the 
remaining soil mined to extract the valuable ore. This puts bonobos in great 
danger. Not only are their habitats being destroyed, but with miners in the 
area, they are at an increased risk of being physically harmed or even killed.  
 

The good news is that there is a very simple action that one can take to help bonobos in 
their natural habitat, and that is to recycle old cellphones! Many people have old, 
unused, or broken cellphones around their house just collecting dust. By recycling old cell 
phones, we can reduce the demand for mining coltan and help protect habitat in the wild 
for bonobos and other wildlife. The Cincinnati Zoo is dedicated to 
collecting and recycling cellphones. Visitors can bring in their old 
phones and deposit them in special recycling bins throughout the zoo. 
Since becoming involved, we have collected over 100,000 cellphones! 
By working together as a community, we can help to protect bonobos and 
their homes.   

 

Primate Stories  
Telling these stories will help guests to feel more connected to these animals at an emotional level, and 
help them to see the similarities that we share with our animal cousins. Building these special 
connections are essential to inspiring people to care enough to take action.  

 

Orangutan Stories  
“At Camp Leakey [in Borneo], the orangutans had plenty of opportunity to observe 
and imitate people. They soon developed a habit of stealing canoes, paddling them 
downriver, and abandoning them at their destinations. Even triple and quadruple 
knots in the ropes securing the canoes to the dock did not deter the apes. Over the 
years, they have also learned to brush their teeth, bathe themselves, wash clothes, 
weed pathways, wield saws and hammers, and soak rags in water in order to cool 
their foreheads with them. And they have done all of this without any instruction.” 
 – Ferris Jabr, the New Yorker 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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“In 1990, while visiting a research camp in central Borneo, the primatologist Anne Russon saw an orangutan 
nicknamed Supinah attempt to make fire. Supinah sauntered toward an ashy fire pit, picked up a stick glowing 
with embers, and dipped it into a nearby cup full of liquid. Russon thought that the cup contained water, but it 
in fact held kerosene. Fortunately, that bath did little more than dampen the wood. Yet Supinah persisted: she 
got a second glowing stick, blew on it, fanned it with her hands, and rubbed it against other sticks. She never got 
the right steps in the right order to start a fire, but what foiled her was not her innate intelligence. She had a 
clear goal in mind and the right kind of brain to achieve it. She just needed a little more practice.”  
– Ferris Jabr, The New Yorker  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Orangutans at Camp Leakey Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFACrIx5SZ0 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

“It was a warm sunny day when we went to the Learning Forest [part of Orangutan Care Center in Borneo for 
orphaned and displaced orangutans] on our daily release with a small group of young enthusiastic orangutans. 
When we arrived at the Learning Forest, most orangutans made their way up into the trees within minutes. As 
always, it is a joy to see them in their natural habitat, discovering the canopy. Happily, I and the other caregivers 
sat on some branches and watched them for a while until a beautiful butterfly caught the attention of Ibu Evi 
[orangutan caregiver] and myself. Gracefully the big butterfly fluttered in circles around us, in and out of the 
sunlight that entered the Learning Forest from above. Its beautiful wings contained different colors of blue and 
intense black.  

When spotting the butterfly, Ibu Evi and I jumped up from the branch we were sitting on and reached out for 
our cameras. Quickly but carefully we then followed the butterfly until it landed on a bright green leaf right next 
to a puddle on the rainforest floor. The butterfly was catching the sunrays with its wings spread wide open. 
There was no doubt, this would be the perfect picture and I remember jokingly pushing Ibu Evi aside to secure 
the best angle to shoot from. Slowly I raised my camera and I was ready, set and…a big hairy orange hand 
appeared on my screen trying to catch the subject of our photo. The butterfly quickly moved its wings and flew 
away. 

The hand belonged to orangutan Allisson, who loves to be in the center of attention. Well, she managed…again! 
I ended up with yet another picture of Allisson’s hairy orange hand and an unrecognizable moving object 
escaping the picture. Allisson definitely has a special talent here. She is capable of observing us, while we are 
observing an insect, without us having any clue that we are being observed. She will then move her focus to the 
object that we are observing…by now she knows that it’s usually a tasty insect snack. So, just when we think no 
one is around and we begin bringing this beautiful insect into focus, Allisson will have already had her own focus 
on the insect. While we struggle to get our zoom and other settings just right, Allisson will strike, and more often 
than not, successfully grab the subject and eat it right in front of us! She has done this with caterpillars, crickets, 
dragonflies and other insects. For the sake of the diversity of wildlife in the Learning Forest, we were considering 
finding another hobby, but at the end of the day…it’s the circle of life and finding tasty insects to eat in the 
forest is a great skill for Allisson to develop.” 

- Ofi La Office, Caregiver of orphan orangutans at the Orangutan Care Center 

 
Bonobo Stories 
“Recent research at Lola [bonobo sanctuary] has shown that bonobos are truly good Samaritans, perhaps even 
better than people. We prefer to help people we are related to, or people we know, rather than strangers. 
Bonobos do love to share, and feel empathy towards family and friends, but when given a choice, bonobos 
prefer to share food with strangers.” – Lola Ya Bonobo, bonobo sanctuary  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFACrIx5SZ0
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“As soon as Lomela (pictured right) arrived at the sanctuary, like all new 
orphans, she was given to a human Mama, Mama Henriette, and the other 
bonobos soon made her feel welcome. Mwanda, a three-year-old female, 
seemed to know that Lomela needed a friend, and would sit with Lomela for 
hours while she ate, or just hug her gently. Despite being malnourished to the 
point of starvation, nurtured by Mama Henriette and her new family at Lola, 
Lomela made a miraculous recovery. Soon, when another orphan called Kata 
arrived, Lomela was able to take care of her, just as Mwanda had taken care of 
Lomela.” – Lola Ya Bonobo, bonobo sanctuary (Since, Lomela was one of the 
first bonobos to be released back into the wild, she now has a baby of her own) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Lola Ya Bonobo Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDSJdzjuAIU&t=48s 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
“Bonobos are also imaginative in play. I have watched bonobos [in zoos] engage in blindmans buff. A bonobo 
covers her eyes with a banana leaf or an arm or by sticking two fingers in her eyes. Thus handicapped, she 
stumbles around on a climbing frame, bumping into others or almost falling. She seems to be imposing a rule on 
herself: I cannot look until I lose my balance. Other apes and monkeys also indulge in this game, but I have never 
seen it performed with such dedication and concentration as by bonobos. Juvenile bonobos are incurably playful 
and like to make funny faces, sometimes in long solitary pantomimes and at other times while tickling one 
another.” 
-Frans de Waal, Primatologist 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
“There was a bonobo at a zoo in England [named Kuni] who found a little bird, a starling, that had hit the 
window of the bonobo's enclosure. The starling was stunned, and she picked it up. She took it in her hand, and 
she climbed to the highest point of her enclosure, the highest tree. She wrapped her feet across the tree so that 
she had her hands free, and she unfolded the bird like a little toy airplane, and she sent it out, which I think is 
amazing, because it's not something she would do to a bonobo; that would be stupid to do that. But for a bird, 
that seemed to be the appropriate help…. the intentions were very good. The bonobo put itself in the position 
of a totally different creature, an ability that we usually assume is uniquely human.”  
– Frans de Waal, Primatologist 
 

Conservation Connection 
 
Primates are our closest living relatives, we share so much with them both on a physical level and a greater 
social and emotional plane. These are animals who have complex social lives and relationships, are highly 
intelligent, and who feel many of the same emotions that we do. However, due to our actions we are quickly 
pushing members of our family to the verge of extinction. Looking at primates gives us a better 
understanding of ourselves and a greater insight into our evolutionary history as humans. Losing our 
primate relatives would not only be devastating to the ecosystems they inhabit, but we would also be losing 
part of ourselves and our own history. As humans, it is our responsibility to protect these animals, to ensure 
that this connection continues to exist.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDSJdzjuAIU&t=48s
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Part 3: Animals on habitat in Jungle Trials  
*Please note that species on view can change throughout the season* 
The species below are listed in order of their appearance in Jungle Trails.  
 
Mueller’s Gibbon 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Hylobates muelleri 
Height: 1.5 to 2 ft  
Weight: 11.5 to 12.5 lbs 
Life expectancy: 25 years in the wild, 40 years in human care 
Habitat: Tropical Rainforest of Borneo and Southeast Asia 
Diet: Primarily fruit; some leaves, flowers, and invertebrates 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
Scarlet Macaw  

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Ara macao 
Length: Up to 3 ft 
Weight: Up to 2.5 lbs 
Life expectancy: Over 60 years 
Habitat: Tropical Forest and savanna of South America 
Diet: Fruit and nuts  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
White-handed Gibbon 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Hylobates lar 
Height: 1.5 to 2 ft 
Weight: 10 to 17 lbs 
Life expectancy: 25 years in the wild, 50 years in human care 
Habitat: Tropical Forest of Southeast Asia 
Diet: Fruit, leaves, insects, flowers 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
Sumatran Orangutan  

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Pongo pygmaeus abelii 
Height: 3.8 to 4.5 ft 
Weight: Males: 130 to 200 lbs. Females: 88 to 110 lbs. 
Life expectancy: 30 to 40 years in the wild, 50+ years in human care 
Habitat: Tropical Forest of Northern Sumatra 
Diet: Fruit, shoots, bark, insects, vines, bird eggs, small vertebrates 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN- Critically Endangered) 
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Pygmy Slow Loris 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Nycticebus pygmaeus 
Length: 5.9 to 9.8 in 
Weight: 6.7 to 8.1 oz 
Life expectancy: 12 years in the wild, 20 years in human care 
Habitat: Rainforest, bamboo groves and shrubland of Southeast Asia 
Diet: Insects, fruit, tree gum, snails, small vertebrates 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Vulnerable) 

 
Golden-headed Lion Tamarin 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Leontopithecus chrysomelas 
Length: 8.5 to 10 in 
Weight: 1 to 1.5 lbs 
Life expectancy: 11 years in the wild, 15 years or longer in human 
care 
Habitat: Tropical Rainforests of Eastern Brazil  
Diet: Fruit, flowers, nectar, tree gum, small animals 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
Black Howler Monkey  

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Alouatta caraya 
Length: 1.5 to 2ft 
Weight: 9 to 22 lbs 
Life expectancy: 15 to 20 years in the wild, over 20 years in human 
care 
Habitat: Tropical forests of South America 
Diet: Leaves, flowers and fruit 
Status: Least Concern 

 
Burmese Brown Mountain Tortoise 

Fact File  
Scientific Name: Manouria emys emys  
Length: Up to 2ft 
Weight: Up to 80 lbs 
Life expectancy: Over 60 years 
Habitat: Forests of South America 
Diet: Leaves, fruit, grass, and fungi 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 
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White-faced Saki 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Pithecia pithecia 
Length: Up to 1.2 ft 
Weight: Up to 4.5 lbs 
Life expectancy: 15 years in the wild, up to 35 years in human care 
Habitat: Tropical rainforest of Northern South America 
Diet: Fruit, seeds, honey, leaves, flowers, small vertebrates 
Status: Least Concern 

 
Bonobo 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Pan paniscus 
Height: 2.3 to 2.8 ft 
Weight: 68 to 86 lbs 
Life expectancy: 40 years in the wild, up to 60 in human care 
Habitat: Tropical forests of Central Africa 
Diet: Fruit, seeds, leaves, flowers, fungi, eggs, and small mammals 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
Victoria Crowned Pigeon  

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Goura Victoria  
Length: 2 to 2.5 ft   
Weight: about 5 lbs  
Life expectancy: 12 years in the wild, 25 years in human care 
Habitat: Lowland swamp forests of Northern New Guinea  
Diet: Primarily fallen fruit; some seeds and insects  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Near Threatened) 

 
Kookaburra  

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Dacelo novaeguineae 
Height: 1 to 1.5 ft  
Weight: 0.5 to 1 lb 
Life expectancy: 11 years in the wild, 20 years in human care 
Habitat: Woodlands and open forests of Austrailia  
Diet: Insects, reptiles, frogs, rodents  
Status: Least Concern  
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Coquerel’s Sifaka 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Propithecus coquereli 
Length: 1.4 to 1.7 ft  
Weight: 7.5 to 11 lbs 
Life expectancy: up to 30 years in the wild and in human care 
Habitat: Forests of Madagascar 
Diet: Leaves, fruit, flowers 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
Angolan Colobus Monkey 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Colobus angolensis 
Length: 1.2 to 2.2 ft 
Weight: 13 to 25 lbs 
Life expectancy: 20 years in the wild, can live 30 years in human care 
Habitat: Forest and Savannah of Western Africa 
Diet: Leaves, fruit, seeds 
Status: Least Concern  

 
Potto 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Perodictus potto 
Length: 1 to 1.3 ft 
Weight: 1.7 to 3.7 lbs 
Life expectancy: 25 years in the wild, can live over 30 in human care 
Habitat: Tropical forests of Western and Central Africa 
Diet: Fruit, insects, other small animals 
Status: Least Concern 

 
Garnett’s Galago (Greater Bushbaby) 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Otolemur garnetti 
Length: Up to 10 in 
Weight: Up to 1.8 lbs 
Life expectancy: 10 years in the wild, 15 years in human care 
Habitat: Forests of Eastern Africa 
Diet: Fruits and insects 
Status: Least Concern  
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Gray Bamboo Lemur 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Hapalemur griseus griseus 
Length: 1 to 1.5 ft 
Weight: 1.5 to 2.5 lbs 
Life expectancy: up to 20 years in human care 
Habitat: Tropical forests of Eastern Madagascar 
Diet: Bamboo, leaves, fruit 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Vulnerable) 

 
*All the following bird species are found in the aviary in the Africa building* 
 
Marbled Teal  

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Marmaronetta augustirostris  
Length: 1 to 1.5 ft  
Weight: 0.5 to 1 lb 
Life expectancy: 20 to 30 years 
Habitat: Fresh water lakes, ponds, marshes of Southern Europe, 
North Africa, and the Middle-East 
Diet: seeds, aquatic plants, insects 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN- Vulnerable) 

 
Congo Peafowl 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Afropavo congensis 
Length: 2.3 ft 
Weight: 2.6 to 3.3 lbs 
Life expectancy: 15 to 20 years  
Habitat: Rainforests of Central Africa 
Diet: Vegetation, fruit, seeds, insects 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Vulnerable) 

 
Red-and-yellow Barbet 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Trachyphonus erythrocephalus 
Length: Up to 9 in 
Weight: 2.5 oz 
Life expectancy: 3 years 
Habitat: Woodland and savanna of Central eastern Africa 
Diet: Fruit, seeds, insects, small animals 
Status: Least Concern 
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Hamerkop 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Scopus umbretta 
Length: 1.8 ft 
Weight: 15 oz 
Life expectancy: around 20 years 
Habitat: Wetland, woodland, savanna of Africa and Asia 
Diet: Frogs, fish, crustaceans, worms, insects 
Status: Least Concern 

 
Spur-winged Plover 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Vanellus spinosus 
Height: 10 to 12 in 
Weight: 12 oz 
Life expectancy: 17 years 
Habitat: lakes, rivers, marshes of Africa and the Middle East 
Diet: Insects, worms, seeds 
Status: Least Concern 

 
Lady Ross’s Turaco 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Musophaga rossae 
Length: 1 to 1.5 ft 
Weight: Up to 1 lb 
Life expectancy: Up to 10 years 
Habitat: Forests of Central Africa 
Diet: Fruit, berries, insects 
Status: Least Concern 

 
Aye-Aye 

Fact File 
Scientific Name: Daubentonia madagascariensis 
Length: 1 to 1.3 ft 
Weight: 5 to 6 lbs 
Life expectancy: 20 years in the wild, up to 23 years in human care 
Habitat: Forest and swamps of Madagascar 
Diet: insect larva, nuts, fruit 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN-Endangered) 

 
 
 
Dumeril’s Ground Boa 
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Fact File 
Scientific Name: Acrantophis dumerili 
Length: Up to 6 ft 
Weight: less than 20 lbs 
Life expectancy: 15 to 20 years in the wild, 30 in human care 
Habitat: forests, grasslands of Madagascar 
Diet: Mammals and birds 
Status: Least Concern 

 
 
 
 
 


