
         Cincinnati Zoo Nature Quest - Pollen Nation BioBlitz 

 

 

What is the Pollen Nation BioBlitz?  

The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden ZooTeens are challenging you to go explore the outdoors with your smartphone 

or camera, take pictures of the amazing creatures who share our neighborhoods, and upload your photos to the Pollen 

Nation BioBlitz database in our new Cincinnati Zoo Nature Quest project. The goals are to bring awareness and support 

to our pollinator friends, create a whole community of citizen scientists, and encourage you spend some quality time 

with nearby nature.  

Why are we asking you to join us?  

Pollinators are a vital part of a healthy ecosystem and responsible for an enormous amount of our food production. They 

are part of the lifecycle of nearly 85% of our planet’s flowering plants, including more than two-thirds of the world’s 

crop species. The most well-known pollinators are bees and butterflies, but pollinators come in all forms - from insects 

to birds, and even some mammals. Right now, pollinators need our help since many are facing serious hardships and 

population decline. Your participation in the Pollen Nation BioBlitz means we’ll have more people taking more photos in 

a larger area, which gives us more information and data about our local pollinators. And it’s FUN! And you could win a 

prize (see Terms and Rules), so a win-win-win! 

How do you participate in the Pollen Nation BioBlitz? 

Step 1.   Download the free, easy-to-use iNaturalist app. iNaturalist is a large, worldwide wildlife database that logs 

pictures of any plants, animals, or insects that users find. This can help determine the health of an ecosystem, what 

types of animals or plants are found there, and where populations are most or least concentrated. After you create your 

iNaturalist account, search for project Pollen Nation BioBlitz and click “Join.” If you have questions about how to use the 

app, click here: https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help 

Step 2.   Between Oct 1 and Oct 31 go outside with your smartphone or camera and become an “Observer.” Look on and 

around plants for pollinators and snap photos (“observations”) to upload into the Pollen Nation BioBlitz project. Click 

here for tips and tricks to start your Nature Quest! Ohio has about 140 species of butterflies and skippers, 400+ species 

of bees, and thousands of species of moths, beetles, flies, wasps, and other insects. Keep your eyes out for all these 

different types of pollinator friends, including hummingbirds who are also pollinators! We will announce weekly 

challenges on the News section of the Pollen Nation BioBlitz project so keep your eyes and cameras open.  

After the BioBlitz ends on October 31st, the three Observers with the most pollination Observations win a prize of four 

free tickets to Festival of Lights at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. Additional details below. 

That’s all there is to it! We hope you’ll join us on this first Cincinnati Zoo Nature Quest and help collect more data on our 

local pollinators. We will announce more fun projects in the spring, so keep those observer skills sharp! 

Terms and Rules: 

To be eligible to win a prize, you must be an active Pollen Nation BioBlitz participant by joining the project in the iNaturalist 

app. Participants on the leaderboard who have not formally joined will be contacted and asked if they want to be a part of the 

project. 

Observations of pollinators and plants within the project’s geographic range will be collected automatically and displayed in 

the Pollen Nation BioBlitz project.  

The number of your observations determines your position on the leaderboard. 

Winners will be notified on November 1st and be given information on how to claim the tickets. 
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