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Wild Discover Zone 

Africa 

 

Themes:  People and wildlife live together in coexistence on the African savannah.  

Summary: Educators will help create a meaningful experience that connects guests to the African 

savannah, enhances their understanding of how its people and wildlife coexist, and inspires them to support 
the Zoo’s role in community-based conservation. 

Objectives:  
During and after the encounter, guests will: 

➢ Have explored success stories from coexistence of predators and people 

➢ Be able to discuss what a “savannah ecosystem” is along with the animals that live there 

➢ Understand a predator’s role and how predators in Africa have been impacted by changes in their 
environment 

➢ Acknowledge the importance of the local people in protecting their African savannah home and its 
wildlife 
 

Location: Public path in the “Africa” exhibit area 

 

Materials:  Laminated Information Guides 

Contents: 
Part 1: Breaking the Ice 
  Doing the Activity 
Part 2: Story Teller Habitats 

The Story: The Maasai and African lions 
The Story: In Namibia, conservationists are working hand-in-hand with local 
farmers to show them how they can peacefully coexist with cheetahs. 

The Story: How can people and painted dogs live together in southern Tanzania? 
Supporting Detailed Information of Human/Wildlife co-existence 

 The Story: The Fiona Story 
Part 3: Biodiversity Habitats 

Animals on display in our Africa Exhibit: note…see field guide as well 

This activity is designed to engage all ages of Zoo visitors. Your duty as an excellent educator 

and interpreter is to adjust your approach to fit each group you interact with. Be aware that all 

groups are on some kind of a time limit. There are no set time requirements for this interaction. 

Read their behavior and end the interaction when they seem ready to move on. 
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Part 4: Sustainability, Success, and Cincinnati 
 
 
Part 1: 
Breaking the Ice: 
In this role, you are an interpreter and a story teller. Engage guests with an icebreaker by answering their 
questions, adding something to their observations, or introducing yourself as a volunteer and striking up a 
conversation about their experience at the Cincinnati Zoo.   
 

Doing the Activity:  
Depending on how your initial conversation starts, there are a variety of ways to have an engaging 
discussion about the Africa exhibit’s animals and stories of how People and Predators of the African 
Savannah can Co-exist. Go with the flow of what the guests are interested in while still focusing on the 
theme. 

 
Activity notes:  
 
*When leading discussions, you want to encourage the guests to critically think, make 
educated guesses, and discover information with your guidance. Ask them guiding 
questions or create a scenario for them to think about and discuss. The information 
and message will more likely stick if they participate in their learning experience, not 
just receive a brain dump of information.* 
 
*One of the most influential environmental writers in our lifetime has been David 
Sobel, who focuses on changing the counterproductive trap of teaching children 
about ecological problems and environmental abuse. He theorizes that children may 
be overwhelmed by these problems and may develop an Ecophobia based on the 
negativity that is surrounding environmental conservation. When telling these stories, 
it is essential that we express hope for what can be done. Focus on what is being done 
in each example, not the extreme details of what is wrong.* 

 

Ending the Activity: 
Find out if there is any more information they’d like to know about the Africa exhibit. Make sure to remind 
guests about other cool places to visit or things to see while they are here! Find out what the guest is 
interested in and make an appropriate suggestion. Make sure to thank them for stopping by! 

Background Information: 
 
The Africa is the largest animal exhibit in Cincinnati Zoo history. Innovative and engaging experiences help 
create a meaningful experience that connects visitors to the African savannah and tells a story about how 
people and wildlife can coexist.  
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Part 2: Storyteller Habitats: 
 
The African Savannah Habitat 
The African savannah is a tropical, sun-baked grassland dotted with trees, covering nearly half of the land on 
the African continent. It is home to a diverse community of wildlife and people that live and coexist there. 
Savannahs cover nearly half of the African continent. The savannah is covered by a blanket of tall grasses; 
the African star grass is the most common. Acacia trees dot the landscape and have wicked thorns for 
protection.  
 
All stories have certain elements…conflict between man and man, man and himself or man against nature, 
these stories are the conflict, and solution, between man and nature. We have three stories to tell, the Maasai 
and lions in Kenya, the ranchers of Namibia and cheetahs and painted dogs and people in 
Tanzania.  These are the stories we will tell; the people, the conflict with nature, the solutions in play…lets 
set the stage… 
 

The Story: The Maasai and African lions 
The Setting: 
The Maasai people of Kenya are pastoralists, or herders, that live side-by-side in the same landscape with 
African wildlife. The people, cattle and wild animals move freely among each other, drinking from the same 
river and grazing on the same grasses. To the Maasai, cattle are everything – their income, their source of 
food and their sense of worth. It would be like having to constantly take care of our bank account! Each cow 
has its own name and is considered part of the family, kind of how we think of our pets.  
 
The Conflict: 
Sharing the same space with predators can be tricky. Livestock and wildlife often graze in the same areas. 
Predators need to eat, and sometimes happen upon livestock rather than wild animals. Losing one of their 
cows to a lion is a hard loss for a Maasai, often creating a desire to retaliate. It is far better to prevent 
predator attacks in the first place.  
 
The Solution: 
The Maasai living in Kenya’s south Rift Valley are living with lions by using innovation to co-exist. New 
technology keeps tabs on the lions 

• Local Maasai research assistants track lions with Global Positioning System (GPS) collars. 

• Game scouts help protect livestock 

• South Rift Association of Land Owners (SORALO): Leaders from 14 Maasai groups established 
SORALO to help manage the sustainable use of their natural resources 

 
Thanks to these efforts, lion populations are growing in the area. Once down to about 10 known lions, the 
population is now estimated at nearly 70! The prides have been consistently producing cubs, and new lions 
are moving in from surrounding areas.  
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The Story: In Namibia, conservationists are working hand-in-hand with local farmers 
to show them how they can peacefully coexist with cheetahs. 

The Setting: 
Historically, cheetahs roamed large expanses of southern Africa’s undeveloped land. In the mid-1900s, 
however, farmers accelerated the development of the bush land and the wide-ranging cats found themselves 
living among livestock on their farmland. 
 
The Conflict: 
Farmland is virtually free of lions and is well-populated with small wild game. This lack of competition for 
food created an ideal situation for the cheetah who began to hunt and kill the ranchers goats. To protect their 
herds the farmers and ranchers cut the cheetah population in half in ten years by the use of lethal predator 
control methods. At one point there were almost 7,000 cheetahs removed from Namibia farmland between 
1980 and 1991.  
 
The Solution: 
In Namibia, conservationists are working hand-in-hand with local farmers to show them how they can 
peacefully coexist with cheetahs. Rather than shooting cheetahs, farmers are relying increasingly on guard 
dogs to protect their livestock. 

 
The Story: How can people and painted dogs live together in southern Tanzania? 

 
The Setting: 
In southern Tanzania there are large predators such as lions, cheetahs and painted dogs large predators, 
including painted dogs, were preying on the local people’s herds of cows and goats. Just as with the other 
projects, the main focus is reducing carnivore attacks on livestock and retaliatory attacks by people. 
 
The Conflict: 
Painted dogs are very social and skilled hunters. They live in highly coordinated packs and are some of the 
most successful predators in the world, catching their prey over 85% of the time! Painted dogs learned 
quickly that livestock were easy prey for them. Now the local people have problem, how to live with painted 
dogs. 
 
The Solution: 
The Ruaha Conservation Project (RCP) documents and studies the presence and location of wildlife species 
through community-reported sightings and photos taken by motion-triggered cameras or camera traps.  
So keep the predators away! Building reinforced fencing around corrals to keep livestock safe from predators 
at night is a practical way to help build positive relationships between people and predators. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WDZ 2015 Africa   5 

 

 
Supporting Detailed Information of Human/Wildlife Co-existence 

 
The People of the Savannah 
 

The Maasai people of Kenya are pastoralists, or herders, 
that live side-by-side in the same landscape with African 
wildlife. The people, cattle and wild animals move freely 
among each other, drinking from the same river and 
grazing on the same grasses. To the Maasai, cattle are 
everything – their income, their source of food and their 
sense of worth. It would be like having to constantly take 
care of our bank account! Each cow has its own name and 
is considered part of the family, kind of how we think of 
our pets.  
 

They live in small huts surrounded by thorny bush fences, called bomas, which they move between as they 
migrate from place to place in search of water and good grazing areas for their cattle dependant on the rainy 
and dry seasons. It is traditionally the role of young Maasai men to protect the herds from lions and other 
predators. Today, the Maasai combine tradition with modern technology to maintain their coexistence with 
wildlife. They even use cell phones to let each other know where lions and the best grazing areas are! 
 

 
 
The Issue 
Top predators around the world have experienced rapid population declines and local extirpation due to 
human pressure, partly based on the conflict between livestock farmers, like the Maasai, and predators. 
Initially, conservation’s focus was on isolating wildlife and people through the establishment of national  
parks. These preserve areas are critical for predator conservation; however, mixed-use landscapes may be 
crucial for sustaining viable populations long term. In Kenya alone, more than 75% of wildlife lives outside of 
national parks. The Maasai have managed to coexist with wildlife for hundreds of years, however, as times 
change and their culture evolves, the traditional Maasai way of maintaining coexistence must also evolve.  
 
Sharing the same space with predators can be tricky. Livestock and wildlife often graze in the same areas. 
Predators need to eat, and sometimes happen upon livestock rather than wild animals. Losing one of their  
cows to a lion is a hard loss for a Maasai, often creating a desire to retaliate. It is far better to prevent 
predator attacks in the first place.  
 
Traditionally, young Maasai men would look out for lions and chase them away, but more and more of them 
go off to school leaving livestock vulnerable.  
 
Exploring the Solutions 

 
African Lions: Rebuilding the Pride 
The Issue: As mentioned above, the Maasai are a focal point of coexistence with wildlife in the Africa 
exhibit. Because livestock plays such a crucial role in their economy, loss of livestock to lions is a major 
concern for all Maasai pastoralists.  
 
The Conservation Initiative: “Rebuilding the Pride” (RTP) is a community-based conservation program 
that combines tradition and modern technology to restore a healthy lion population while reducing the loss 
of livestock in Kenya’s South Rift Valley. The main goal of the program is to rebuild lion prides (and other 
carnivore numbers by extension) by promoting the coexistence of the Maasai and those predators. By 
combining technological advances like GPS collars with culturally appropriate meetings and home visits,  
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RTP empowers local Maasai to actually participate in the conservation of lions and wildlife. Often it takes a 
multi-pronged approach to address conservation issues head on: 
 

• New technology keeps tabs on the lions: Local Maasai research assistants track lions with Global 
Positioning System (GPS) collars. Knowing where the prides are lets herders know where to avoid 
grazing their livestock. 

• Game scouts help protect livestock: When herders must move through areas with lions, they call on 
community game scouts to accompany them for extra protection. Game scouts also play a crucial 
role in protecting wildlife by arresting poachers, rescuing wounded animals, controlling human-
wildlife conflict, and collection scientific data on biodiversity. 

• Assessing resources: Research is conducted by both local community members and resident or 
visiting scientists. Community Resource Assessors assist with ecological monitoring, livelihood 
surveys and land use assessment.  

• South Rift Association of Land Owners (SORALO): Leaders from 14 Maasai groups established 
SORALO to help manage the sustainable use of their natural resources by integrating tourism, 
livestock development, and other income generating activities 
 

• Establishing Lale’enok: The Lale’enok Resource Centre was constructed in 2011. A product of 
SORALO in collaboration with the African Conservation Centre (ACC), it is a community-based, 
women-owned natural resource and research center. The centre provides the community with a 
forum to engage with partners on knowledge creation, dissemination and application.  

 
 
 
Thanks to these efforts, lion populations are growing in the area. Once down to about 10 known lions, the 
population is now estimated at nearly 70! The prides have been consistently producing cubs, and new lions 
are moving in from surrounding areas.  
 
The Cincinnati Zoo is heavily involved with Rebuilding the Pride, providing 
funding to support the program as well as sending an Earth Expeditions group 
there annually to help engage in community-based conservation in the South Rift 
Valley. To inspire, connect and engage guests in our conservation efforts in 
Kenya, the Zoo created the Lions and Livelihoods bracelet program. Beadwork is 
an integral part of the Maasai culture. The Zoo purchases beaded bracelets hand- 
crafted by the Olkirimation Women’s Group. The bracelets are then sold to Zoo 
guests as a symbol of coexistence between Maasai and lions and a way that guests 
can contribute to conservation. The proceeds are then sent back to the women’s 
group to help support Lale’enok and the Maasai community. The colors of the 
bracelet are representative of the coexistence of lions and people: Black is for the 
Maasai, red for the lions, blue for peace, and white for clarity. These can be 
purchased at the Zoo from the gift shop.  
 
Cheetahs: Coexistence through Innovation 
 
The Issue: Historically, cheetahs roamed large expanses of southern Africa’s undeveloped land. In the mid-
1900s, however, farmers accelerated the development of the bush land and the wide-ranging cats found 
themselves living among livestock. Adaptation to reserves did not go well as pressure from larger predators 
such as lions was too great. While cheetahs are agile and fast, they are not good fighters and more aggressive 
predators would take their kills. Farmland, on the other hand, is virtually free of lions and is well-populated 
with small wild game. This lack of competition for food created an ideal situation for the cheetah. 
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This story is a familiar one to us right here in the United States when bison were wiped out in the American 
west and replaced with cattle. Wolves suddenly found themselves with little to eat but the cows! 
Similarly in Namibia, the cheetah population was cut in half in ten years by the use of lethal predator control 
methods. At one point there were almost 7,000 cheetahs removed from Namibia farmland between 1980 and 
1991.  
 
The Conservation Initiative: In Namibia, conservationists are 
working hand-in-hand with local farmers to show them how they 
can peacefully coexist with cheetahs. Rather than shooting 
cheetahs, farmers are relying increasingly on guard dogs to protect 
their livestock. Anatolian Shepherd puppies are placed as livestock 
guarding dogs. The dogs once bonded with their herds (goats), in 
turn scare predators away. The Cheetah Conservation Fund 
provides free medical care for the dogs and trains farmers in the 
best dog care and support. By protecting livestock, cheetahs are 
forced to go back to their natural prey, which is abundant enough 
to sustain the cheetah population. In exchange, farmers must 
agree to stop lethal predator control. To date, over 200 dogs have 
been placed.  
 
The Cincinnati Zoo has been dubbed “The Cheetah Capital of the World” because of our conservation 
efforts through education, public interpretation, and the captive cheetah breeding program. The Angel Fund 
was established in honor of a Cincinnati Zoo cheetah named Angel and has contributed over $1 million  
dollars in support of predator coexistence including Cheetah Conservation Botswana, Ruaha Carnivore Project, 
Niassa Lion Project, Cheetah Outreach, and Action for Cheetahs in Kenya. The Zoo also leads an Earth Expeditions 
course with Miami University, sending 20 teachers to the Cheetah Conservation Fund headquarters in 
Namibia where students engage in ongoing cheetah research projects including radio tracking, cheetah 
physiology, ecosystem management, and the design of school and community programs. 
 
Painted Dogs: Community Education 
The Issue: Just as with the other projects, the main focus is reducing carnivore attacks on livestock and 
retaliatory attacks by people. In southern Tanzania, the Ruaha Carnivore Project (RCP) works with local 
communities to ensure the survival of carnivores and people in and around Ruaha National Park. The third 
largest painted dog population lives in this region.  
 
The Conservation Initiative: RCP documents and studies the presence and location of wildlife species 
through community-reported sightings and photos taken by motion-triggered cameras or camera traps.  
 
Reinforcing fencing around corrals to keep livestock safe from predators at night is a practical way to help 
build positive relationships between people and predators. RCP also encourages peaceful coexistence by 
encouraging carnivore protection in exchange for providing employment for local people, school supplies, 
scholarships, and a stocked medical clinic.  
 
Regular education and outreach activities such as movie nights and community meetings are held. The 
project even takes villagers and school children who have never been to Ruaha National Park on education 
visits to the park, with support from the Zoo’s Angel Fund.  
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The Story: Fiona the Hippo 
 
Fiona the hippo was born six weeks premature on January 24 th , 2017 she weighed 29lbs, a baby hippo 
normally weighs 55lb to 120 lbs at birth. When Fiona was born, she received 24hr care by animal care staff 
and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital medical center. 
 
Fiona kept gaining weight and fighting all odds with her keepers, while at the same time she kept gaining 
support from the Cincinnati community and other communities around the world! 
As attention grew, it was clear that Fiona was going to be a figure in the public eye that would pull 
communities together.  
 
Even as Fiona continues to grow and become an adult hippo, her popularity has not dwindled. Members of 
communities all over the world are still coming to see her, buying shirts and other merchandise, and she even 
has her own show on Facebook 

 

• Visit baby hippo Fiona and her mom Bibi next time you go to Hippo Cove! 

• Temperatures must be 40 degrees or above with fair conditions for our hippos 
to have access to their outdoor habitat. If it’s 45 and sunny or warmer they 
should be outside!  

• This is at the discretion of our animal care team and can change without 
notice. 

• The best time to see her active is between 3pm-5pm. 
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Part 3: Biodiversity Habitats 
 

Animals of our Africa Habitat: 
 
Hoofed Mammals       Birds                                    Single Species Exhibits 
Thompson’s gazelle       Pink-backed pelican    Maasai giraffe                                                 
Lesser kudu                   Crested guinea fowl    Cheetah       

Impala                           Lappet-faced vulture    African painted dog                                        

                                      Ruppell’s vulture    Nile hippopotamus 

                                      Ostrich     Greater flamingo 

                                     East African crowned crane   African lion  

Meerkat 
 
Hoofed Mammals of the “Mixed Species Savannah Exhibit” 
 
Thompson’s Gazelle      
The Thomson’s gazelle is the common small gazelle of the plains. 
Cinnamon in color with a bold black stripe on the side. Males have 
robust parallel horns, females horns are small and often absent. 
Along with the wildebeest and zebra it is 1 of 3 dominant migratory 
herbivores of Africa 
 
Fact File:  

Scientific name: Eudorcas thomsoni 
Length: 2.6 – 4 ft 
Weight: 33 -17 lbs 
Lifespan: 10-15 years 
Habitat: Savannah 
Diet; Brass, herbs, leaves and seeds         Status: Species at risk (IUCN) Species Survival Plan 
 
          

Lesser kudu 
The lesser kudu is an elegant, antelope of the African plains. They are found in more arid regions of 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya and Tanzania. Males are blue grey, with a spinal crest and horns in an open spiral, 
Females and young are reddish brown, no horns. Both are distinctively marked with abut a dozen white 
stripes.  
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name:Tragelaphus imberbis 
Length: 5-6 ft 
Weight: 120 – 250 lbs 
Lifespan: 15 years 
Habitat: Shrubland, woodland and  
savannah 

        Diet: Leaves, twigs, fruit and seed pods 
Status: Species at risk (IUCN) 
            Species Survival Plan 
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Impala 
The graceful impala is a one-of-a-kind antelope with no close relatives. They are two-toned with a tan torso 
and legs with a reddish brown saddle. Males have S-
shaped widely spaced horns. 
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Aepyceros melampus                                       
Length: 4 – 5 ft 
Weight: 100-130 lbs 
Lifespan: 12 -15 years 
Habitat: Savannah and woodland 
Diets: Grasses and leaves 
Status: not listed, common 

 
 
 
 
Warthog 
Warthogs are very vocal wild pigs that live in family groups 
called sounders. They communicate with each other through 
grunts, squeals, growls and squeaks. Males are easily recognized 
with two pairs of tusks protruding from their snouts.  These 
tusks are rarely used, however, as warthogs are not territorial 
and only fight over females for a very short time during 
breeding season.  
 

Fact File 
Latin name: Phacochoerus africanus 

Length: 3 to 5 ft 

Weight: 110 to 330 lbs 

Lifespan: 11 yrs 

Habitat: Savannah, bushland and woodland 

Diet: Roots, berries, carrion, seeds 

Range: Africa 
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Birds of the “Mixed Species Savannah Habitat” 

 
Crested Guineafowl 
A chicken sized guinea fowl, black and covered with bluish-white spots. They sport a crest of long curling 
black feathers and the face and neck are with cobalt blue and red markings. They run in tight flocks, 
searching for food and watching for predators. 
 
Fact File:  

Scientific name:    Guttera pucherani                                     
Length: 1.5 – 1.8 ft 
Weight: 1.6 – 3.5 lbs 
Lifespan: 10 – 15 years in captivity 
Habitat: Forest and savannah 
Diet: Seeds, fruit, leaves, roots and small 
invertebrates 
Status: not listed, common 

 
Pink-backed Pelican 
Pelicans are very large water birds with long hook 
tipped bills and a naked pouch suspended from the 
lower mandible and upper throat. The Pink-backed Pelican has a shaggy crest and the pinkish rump is visible 
in flight. It is commonly seen on many lakes, rivers and swamps throughout East Africa. 
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Pelecanus rufescens                                          
Length: 4.1 to 4.3 ft 
Weight: 8.6 – 15.4 lbs 
Lifespan: Up to 30 years 
Habitat: Wetlands, ponds, lakes and rivers 
Prey: Fish 
Status: Not listed, common 

 
 
 
 
 
Saddlebill Stork 
The saddlebill stork slowly wades through shallow water as it probes with its bill 
for fish and other underwater creatures. It quickly strikes to grasp or impale fish  
with its sharp bill. It often washes the prey in the water before swallowing it 
head-first.  

 
Fact File: 

Latin name: Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 
Height: 4.4 to 4.9 ft   Weight: 11 to 16 lbs.   Wingspan: More than 8 ft 
Lifespan: 12 years 
Habitat: Freshwater marshes, rivers, floodplains and lake shores 
Diet: Mainly fish, some other small aquatic creatures, insects and carrion 
Range: Central Africa 
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Lappet-faced Vulture  
The Lappet-faced Vulture is Africa’s largest species of vulture with a massive bill; folds of naked skin on its 
head and neck are purplish- grey. Vultures visit and feed on kills in large mixed flocks of several species at 
one time. 

Fact File: 

Scientific name: Torgos tracheliotos                                          
Length – 2.6 to 3.8 ft 
Weight: 10 – 19 lbs  
Wingspan: 7-8 ft 
Lifespan: Up to 50 years in the wild 
Habitat: Savannah, semi-arid and arid grasslands  
Diet: Carrion and some small mammals and birds 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN Vulnerable) 
 
 
 

 
Ruppell’s Vulture  
A large dark brown vulture with dark back feathers that are edged with white giving the bird a spotted 
appearance. They are commonly seen in the company of other species of similar sized vultures making 
identification in the wild a challenge for bird watchers! 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Gyps ruppellii                                                     
Length – 2.6 to 3.8 ft 
Weight: 10 – 19 lbs  
Wingspan: 7 ft 
Lifespan: Up to 50 years in the wild 
Habitat: Savannah, semi-arid and arid 
grasslands  
Diet: Carrion and some small mammals 
and birds 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN 
Vulnerable) 

 
 
East African crowned crane  
A tall stately bird with a distinctive straw-colored crown of head feathers black and white facial markings 
with red accents make for a remarkable appearance. They have a grey body and white flight feathers with a 
chestnut rump. They are often seen in small gregarious flocks on open plains, swamps and cultivated land.  
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Balearica regulorum                                      
Length: 40 -48 inches tall 
Weight:  lbs  
Wingspan: 6.5 ft 
Lifespan: Up to 50 years in the wild 
Habitat: Savannah, swamps and cultivated land  
Diet: : Seeds, leaves, fruit and insects 
Status: Not Threatened 
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Ostrich 
The unmistakable ostrich is the world’s largest living bird species. The males have a black body with 
white wing and tail feathers that are used in courtship displays. The females are grey-brown and are 
slightly smaller than the males. Although still 
common in East Africa, the North African race has 
been hunted out of much of its former range. 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Strusthio camelus                                   
Length:  7-9 ft 
Weight:  200- 290 lbs  
Lifespan: Up to 50 years 
Habitat: Savannah and semi-arid grasslands and scrub 
Diet: Seeds, leaves, fruit and some insects and carrion 
Status: Not Threatened 

 
 
Large Predators of the Savannah on Exhibit 
Because there are so many species and large populations of antelopes and other herbivores on the savannah, 
there is also a diversity of predators who hunt the herbivores. Of the 235 carnivores worldwide, Africa is 
home to 66 species, mostly smaller than 20 inches (about the size of a basketball hoop!) The three large 
carnivores we frequently associate with predation are featured in our Africa exhibit: the African lion, the 
cheetah, and the painted dog. 
 

African Lion 
Fact File  

Scientific name: Panthera leo  
Length: Male – 8.5 to 10.5 ft  
Female – 5 to 6 ft  
Weight: Male – 330 to 530 lbs  
Female – 270 to 400 lbs  
Lifespan: Up to 18 yrs in wild  
Habitat: Savanna, woodland, and desert  
Prey: Hoofed mammals, hares, small birds and reptiles  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN—Vulnerable)  
 
The Kings of the African Wild, lions are one of the few social cat 

species. Males, usually related, form coalitions to better monopolize reproduction of a group of females. 
Solo males have little chance to win and hold a pride and territory. Females also form groups of related 
animals; male offspring must leave by 2.5 years old. There is no rank in female groups, and nomad 
females will join the group if she has the self assurance to meet and greet other females. 
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Cheetah 
Fact File  

Scientific name: Acinonyx jubatus  
Length: 3.5 to 4.5 ft  
Weight: 85 to 140 lbs  
Lifespan: Up to 12 yrs in wild  
Habitat: Savanna and dry forest  
Prey: Small antelope, warthog, hare and game birds  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN—Vulnerable)  
 
A cat on a greyhound chassis, can sprint a distance of 92 feet in a single second reaching speed of up to 
70mph!  Female cheetahs live alone and avoid all contact with others. Most males form coalitions. 

 
Painted Dog 
 

Fact File  

Scientific name: Lycaon pictus  
Length: 2.5 to 4 ft  
Weight: 44 to 71 lbs  
Lifespan: 10 yrs  
Habitat: Savannah, woodland and semi-desert  
Prey: Primarily antelope; some warthogs, hares  
and small animals  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN—Endangered)  
 
 

The tri-colored painted dog is largest of several species of canines on the African plains. By rights, the 
painted dog should be a very successful species, highly social, extremely successful hunters and prolific 
breeders. 
 
 Painted dogs have a unique, matriarchal, social order where peace and goodwill are maintained through 
“social begging” where the young and old get a fair share of the meal.  

 
Other animals on display in the Single Species Exhibits 
 
Meerkats 
The meerkat is an odd-looking social mongoose of more arid areas. They specialize in eating buried 

invertebrates such as spiders, insects, scorpions and small vertebrates such as mice, reptiles and birds. 

Their daily routine starts with a visit to a communal latrine, sunbath and social time. Then go foraging 

and return for more relaxing until dark in groups up to 30 
 
 
 Fact File  

Scientific name: Suricata suricatta 
Length:  
Weight:   
Lifespan:  10 years in the wild  and up to 15 in zoos 
Habitat: Savannah, woodland and semi-desert  
Prey: Invertebrates, small animals such as reptiles 
Status: N/A (not assessed) 
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Maasai Giraffe 
The tallest animal in the world, the giraffe feeds high on the leaves of trees where no other herbivores can 

reach. Their necks are over six feet long as well as their legs. There is only one species of giraffe with 

many subspecies. We have the “Maasai” subspecies at our zoo. 
 
 Fact File: 

Scientific name: Giraffa camleopardalis 
Height: up to 18 ft in males 
Weight: males 400-550 lb, females 250-300 lb 
Lifespan: 15-25 years in the wild, up to 40 in zoos 
Habitat: Savannah, woodland and semi-arid scrublands 
Diet: Leaves and branches 
Status: Least Concern, declining (IUCN) 
 
 
 
 

 
Nile Hippopotamus 
The hippo is the largest of all of the “hooved mammals”, related to antelopes, deer and other families. The 
hippo is the second or third largest land mammal depending on the individual of hippos and Indian rhinos. 
They are semi-aquatic and spend the hot days in rivers, lakes and marshes and come out on land to browse 
for grasses at night.  

 
 Fact File  

Scientific name: Hippopotamus amphibius 
Height: 50-66 in 
Weight: 1400-7000 lbs 
Lifespan: 40-50 years 
Habitat: Rivers and marshes and open savannah 
Diet: Grasses and other vegetation 
Status: N/A (not assessed) 
 
 
 

 
Part 4: Sustainability, Success, and Cincinnati 
 
The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens maintains the title of the Greenest Zoo in America. Since 2006, the 
facilities department began to focus on how current zoo practices could be done better. The very first project 
that the department took on was reducing water usage by upgrading and repairing old water systems. 
Through this, the Cincinnati Zoo was able to reduce its water use from 220 million gallons in 2005 to 49 
million by 2015. Not only did this project save the Zoo enough money to begin a sustainability fund that 
permits continued reinvestment, but it inspired zoo-wide interest in asking the question: How can we do 
better?  
 
The Cincinnati Zoo has a focus on conservation, with projects that expand into all parts of the world. One 
thing that often gets lost to guests upon a visit to the zoo is that conservation does not have to be a plane 
ride away. There can be no wildlife conservation without resource conservation. The goal is for guests 
to take home that resource conservation through sustainable practice directly connects to wildlife 
conservation and community well-being. The Africa exhibit is the perfect spot to open this conversation 
because of the way it excels in sustainable practice through water use, building design, and waste reduction.  
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Water  
 

Buried underneath the African savanna lie massive water tanks that hold 400,000 gallons of collected 
stormwater. Stormwater collection is an extremely important practice in the City of Cincinnati. Cincinnati has 
the oldest sewer system in the country, running as a combined sewer overflow. To put it simply, heavy rains 
can lead to sewage and stormwater mixing in the sewer system and flooding into the Ohio River. Stormwater 
collection alleviates the amount of water that ends of in the sewer system during these rain events and works 
to prevent these overflows. The collected rainwater is then filtered into Africa and channeled through the 
Hippo Exhibit, the Savanna Moat, the Lion Moat, and through Cheetah. The collected water is also frozen 
overnight and used for polar bears, giving them the freshest water (and reducing the energy that it would take 
to chill liquid water throughout those hot, sunny, muggy, Ohio summers). This reduces the amount of water 
that we must use from the City and provides our animals with the best animal excellence, making the 
situation a win-win-win.  
 
Before the savanna was built, the land by Dury Avenue manifested as a parking lot. The Cincinnati Zoo is a 
hilly area, with certain valleys that pool water during storms. The Africa location is one of these zones. When 
serving as a parking lot, the concrete would cause extra stormwater runoff, as none of the rain could enter 
the groundwater. This runoff would either end up in the Combined Sewer Overflow, or even in basements 
of local residents. By switching to rainwater collection and a green savanna, we are reducing that runoff and 
more positively impacting the community.  
 
The Zoo continues to work toward reducing city water and the impact that the facility has on its community. 
By 2025, we have committed to net zero water. The next phase of this will be water tanks in Roo Valley, 
which will open spring 2020.  
 
Buildings 
 
Buildings account for 1/3 of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. Green building is one way that 
we can make a long term and lasting commitment to sustainability. While many of our buildings have been 
here for a long time, including 3 that are on the historic registry, we have committed to following LEED 
standards on all new construction. LEED is a certification created by the U.S. Green Building Council that 
allows designers and construction teams to score points for green practice, such as using recycled materials, 
building with natural light, using quality insulation, etc. LEED certifications are classified as either Certified, 
Silver, Gold, or Platinum based off points scored. The first green building erected at the Cincinnati Zoo was 
the Harold Schott Education Center, certified as LEED Silver in 2006. Since then, we have built 8 more 
LEED certified buildings, with more on the way. With 9 LEED certified buildings on site, the Cincinnati 
Zoo holds the title of having the most green buildings of any zoo at the time.   

• Harold C. Schott Education Center – LEED Silver, 2006 

• Historic Vine Street Village – LEED Platinum, 2009 

• Zoo Pavilion – LEED Gold, 2009 

• Zoo Gift Shop – LEED Gold, 2010 

• Cat Canyon – LEED Gold, 2012 

• Shipping & Receiving – LEED Silver, 2012 

• African Savannah – LEED Gold, 2016 

• Hippo Cove – LEED Platinum, 2017 

• Gorilla World— anticipated LEED Gold 2018 

LEED is not the only certification buildings can aim for regarding sustainability. In fact, LEED is a low 
hanging fruit in comparison to some other certifications, such as the Living Building Challenge. In the Living 
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Building Challenge, buildings do not only have to reduce emissions, they are required to be NET 
POSITIVE. A net positive building generates more energy than it uses. At the Zoo, we are always striving 
for BETTER, so in 2017 we completed our very first Living Building Challenge Certified building: the Africa 
Painted Dog Habitat. This habitat uses solar panels, recycled materials, collected rainwater, and zero waste 
principles to achieve its status through Living Building Challenge. Every material that went into the habitat 
had to be verified that there were no plastics used, including finding substitution for PVC pipes. While 
meeting these standards was in no way an easy task, it is the perfect example to visitors that these things 
CAN be done. And if they CAN be done, maybe they SHOULD be.  

 
Waste Reduction 

 
Along with the goal of being net zero water by 2025, the Cincinnati Zoo has committed to becoming net 
zero waste by 2025 as well. Currently, the Zoo is undergoing work to bring back composting for animal 
waste and human food waste in order to make strides toward this goal. We have begun to grow our own 
food for some of the herbivores at an outside location at Bowyer Farm, reducing our packaging and transit 
for browse.  
 
From any point in Africa, we can see the Base Camp Café. At one point being the greenest restaurant in 
America, the Base Camp Café uses only local food products. The utensils and plates that are provided are all 
compostable. When any events are held, the Cincinnati Zoo encourages visitors or attendees to bring their 
own water bottles. In the event of inviting outside organizations to the Zoo, such as for Party for the Planet 
or America Recycles Day, vendors and organizations are asked to reduce packaging and not hand out 
anything that would be considered a single-use plastic, such as stickers or smaller trinkets. 
 
While we can’t control all of visitor habits, we provide signage and information on reducing waste in personal 
lives. There are education sessions available to employees to encourage zero waste practice in employee 
culture. The Zoo provides well labeled trash and recycling for visitors so that they know the difference and 
are more likely to participate in practice.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zone Set-up:   
Both volunteers will roam the entire exhibit space for this Zone as “wandering naturalists”. Three key anchor 
locations including next to the cheetah exhibit across from Base Camp Café, the lion exhibit, and the painted 
dog exhibit. Make sure you take an attendance clicker with you to count guest attendance during your shift.  

Zone Clean-up: 
Put all materials inside the cart. Record your attendance on the attendance sheet and make a note if any 
materials are missing. Please report any cart issues on the clipboard in the volunteer room.  
 

  

 


