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Hoofed Mammals of the “Mixed Species Savannah Exhibit” 
 
Thompson’s Gazelle      
The Thomson’s gazelle is the common small 

gazelle of the plains. Cinnamon in color with a 

bold black stripe on the side. Males have robust 

parallel horns, females’ horns are small and 

often absent. Along with the wildebeest and 

zebra it is 1 of 3 dominant migratory herbivores 

of Africa 
 
Fact File:  

Scientific name: Eudorcas thomsoni 
Length: 2.6 – 4 ft 
Weight: 33 -17 lbs 
Lifespan: 10-15 years 
Habitat: Savannah 
Diet; Brass, herbs, leaves and seeds         Status: Species at risk (IUCN) Species Survival Plan 

      

 
White-bearded Wildebeest 
The wildebeest is known for its annual migration 

across the plains of Africa in search of greener 

pastures. Up to 1.5 million of these large 

antelopes travel over 1,800 miles every year. 

Hundreds of thousands of wildebeest fall prey 

along the way to lions, hyenas and other predators 

that follow the herds.  
 
Fact File 

Latin name: Connochaetes taurinus  
Height: 6.5 to 7 ft 
Weight: 350 to 500 lbs 
Lifespan: 10 yrs 
Habitat: Savannah and open woodland  Diet: Grass Status: not listed, common 
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Lesser Kudu 
The lesser kudu is an elegant, antelope of the African plains. They are found in 

more arid regions of Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya and Tanzania. Males are blue 

grey, with a spinal crest and horns in an open spiral, Females and young are 

reddish brown, no horns. Both are distinctively marked with about a dozen 

white stripes.  
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name:Tragelaphus imberbis 
Length: 5-6 ft 
Weight: 120 – 250 lbs 
Lifespan: 15 years 
Habitat: Shrubland, woodland and  
savannah 

        Diet: Leaves, twigs, fruit and seed pods 
Status: Species at risk (IUCN) 
            Species Survival Plan 

 
 
 

Impala 
The graceful impala is a one-of-a-kind 

antelope with no close relatives. They are 

two-toned with a tan torso and legs with a 

reddish-brown saddle. Males have  

S-shaped widely spaced horns. 
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Aepyceros melampus                                       
Length: 4 – 5 ft 
Weight: 100-130 lbs 
Lifespan: 12 -15 years 
Habitat: Savannah and woodland 
Diets: Grasses and leaves 
Status: not listed, common 
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Warthog 
Warthogs are very vocal wild pigs that live in 

family groups called sounders. They 

communicate with each other through grunts, 

squeals, growls and squeaks. Males are easily 

recognized with two pairs of tusks protruding 

from their snouts.  These tusks are rarely 

used, however, as warthogs are not territorial 

and only fight over females for a very short 

time during breeding season.   

 
Fact File 
Latin name: Phacochoerus africanus 

Length: 3 to 5 ft 

Weight: 110 to 330 lbs 

Lifespan: 11 yrs 

Habitat: Savannah, bushland and woodland 

Diet: Roots, berries, carrion, seeds 

Range: Africa 
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Crested Guineafowl 
A chicken sized guinea fowl, black and covered with bluish-white spots. They 

sport a crest of long curling black feathers and the face and neck are with 

cobalt blue and red markings. They run in tight flocks, searching for food and 

watching for predators. 
 
Fact File:  

Scientific name:    Guttera pucherani                                     
Length: 1.5 – 1.8 ft 
Weight: 1.6 – 3.5 lbs 
Lifespan: 10 – 15 years in captivity 
Habitat: Forest and savannah 
Diet: Seeds, fruit, leaves, roots and small invertebrates 
Status: not listed, common 

 

Pink-backed Pelican 
Pelicans are very large water birds with long hook tipped bills and a naked 

pouch suspended from the lower mandible and upper throat. The Pink-backed 

Pelican has a shaggy crest and the pinkish rump is visible in flight. It is 

commonly seen on many lakes, rivers and swamps throughout East Africa. 
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Pelecanus rufescens                                          
Length: 4.1 to 4.3 ft 
Weight: 8.6 – 15.4 lbs 
Lifespan: Up to 30 years 
Habitat: Wetlands, ponds, lakes and rivers 
Prey: Fish 
Status: Not listed, common 

 

Saddlebill Stork 
The saddlebill stork slowly wades through shallow water 

as it probes with its bill for fish and other underwater 

creatures. It quickly strikes to grasp or impale fish  with 

its sharp bill. It often washes the prey in the water before 

swallowing it head-first.  
 

Fact File: 
Latin name: Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 
Height: 4.4 to 4.9 ft   Weight: 11 to 16 lbs.   Wingspan: More than 8 ft 
Lifespan: 12 years 
Habitat: Freshwater marshes, rivers, floodplains and lake shores 
Diet: Mainly fish, some other small aquatic creatures, insects and carrion 
Range: Central Africa 
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Greater Flamingo 
A greater flamingo wade into shallow water on its 

long legs. Holding its head upside-down in the water, 

the flamingo swings its head side to side. It pumps 

water through the strainer-like edges of its unique 

beak to trap microscopic algae and small animals. 
 

Fact File: 
Latin name: Phoenicopterus roseus 
Weight: 6 to 7 lbs. 
Wingspan: 4 to 6 ft 
Lifespan: 35 yrs. 
Habitat: Wetlands 
Diet: Seeds, algae, and small invertebrates 
Range: Africa, Southwest Europe, and Asia 

 

East African Crowned Crane  
A tall stately bird with a distinctive straw-colored crown of head feathers black 

and white facial markings with red accents make for a remarkable appearance. 

They have a grey body and white flight feathers with a chestnut rump. They 

are often seen in small gregarious flocks on open plains, swamps and 

cultivated land.  
 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Balearica regulorum                                      
Length: 40 -48 inches tall 
Weight:  lbs  
Wingspan: 6.5 ft 
Lifespan: Up to 50 years in the wild 
Habitat: Savannah, swamps and cultivated land  
Diet: : Seeds, leaves, fruit and insects 
Status: Not Threatened 

 
Ostrich 
The unmistakable ostrich is the world’s largest living bird species. The males 

have a black body with white wing and tail feathers that are used in courtship 

displays. The females are grey-brown and are slightly smaller than the males. 

Although still common in East Africa, the North African race has been hunted 

out of much of its former range. 
Fact File: 

Scientific name: Strusthio camelus                                   
Length:  7-9 ft  Weight:  200- 290 lbs  
Habitat: Savannah and semi-arid grasslands 

Lifespan: Up to 50 years Diet: Seeds, leaves, fruit and some 
insects and carrion 
Status: Not Threatened 



WDZ 2020 Africa   7 

 

 
 
 

Lappet-faced Vulture  
The Lappet-faced Vulture is Africa’s largest species of vulture with a massive 

bill; folds of naked skin on its head and neck are purplish- grey. Vultures visit 

and feed on kills in large mixed flocks of several species at one time. 
        Fact File: 

Scientific name: Torgos tracheliotos                                          
Length – 2.6 to 3.8 ft 
Weight: 10 – 19 lbs  
Wingspan: 7-8 ft 
Lifespan: Up to 50 years in the wild 
Habitat: Savannah, semi-arid and arid grasslands  
Diet: Carrion and some small mammals and birds 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN Vulnerable) 
 

 
 
 

Ruppell’s Vulture  
A large dark brown vulture with dark back feathers that are edged with white 

giving the bird a spotted appearance. They are commonly seen in the company 

of other species of similar sized vultures 

making identification in the wild a 

challenge for bird watchers! 
        
 Fact File: 

Scientific name: Gyps ruppellii                                                     
Length – 2.6 to 3.8 ft 
Weight: 10 – 19 lbs  
Wingspan: 7 ft 
Lifespan: Up to 50 years in the wild 
Habitat: Savannah, semi-arid and arid grasslands  
Diet: Carrion and some small mammals and birds 
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN Vulnerable) 
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Large Predators of the Savannah on Exhibit 

Because there are so many species and large populations of antelopes and other 

herbivores on the savannah, there is also a diversity of predators who hunt the 

herbivores. Of the 235 carnivores worldwide, Africa is home to 66 species, 

mostly smaller than 20 inches (about the size of a basketball hoop!) The three 

large carnivores we frequently associate with predation are featured in our 

Africa exhibit: the African lion, the cheetah, and the painted dog. 
 

African Lion 
Fact File  

Scientific name: Panthera leo  
Length: Male – 8.5 to 10.5 ft  
Female – 5 to 6 ft  
Weight: Male – 330 to 530 lbs  
Female – 270 to 400 lbs  
Lifespan: Up to 18 yrs in wild  
Habitat: Savanna, woodland, and desert  
Prey: Hoofed mammals, hares, small birds and reptiles  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN—Vulnerable)  
 

The Kings of the African Wild, lions are one of the 

few social cat species. Males, usually related, form coalitions to better 

monopolize reproduction of a group of females. Solo males have little chance 

to win and hold a pride and territory. Females also form groups of related 

animals; male offspring must leave by 2.5 years old. There is no rank in female 

groups, and nomad females will join the group if she has the self assurance to 

meet and greet other females. 
 
Cheetah 

Fact File  

Scientific name: Acinonyx jubatus  
Length: 3.5 to 4.5 ft  
Weight: 85 to 140 lbs  
Lifespan: Up to 12 yrs in wild  
Habitat: Savanna and dry forest  
Prey: Small antelope, warthog, hare and game birds  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN—Vulnerable)  
 

A cat on a greyhound chassis, can sprint a distance of 92 feet in a single 

second reaching speed of up to 70mph!  Female cheetahs live alone and avoid 

all contact with others. Most males form coalitions. 
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Painted Dog 
Fact File  

Scientific name: Lycaon pictus  
Length: 2.5 to 4 ft  
Weight: 44 to 71 lbs  
Lifespan: 10 yrs  
Habitat: Savannah, woodland and semi-desert  
Prey: Primarily antelope; some warthogs, hares  
and small animals  
Status: Species at Risk (IUCN—Endangered)  
 

The tri-colored painted dog is largest of several 

species of canines on the African plains. By rights, the painted dog should be a 

very successful species, highly social, extremely successful hunters and 

prolific breeders. Painted dogs have a unique, matriarchal, social order where 

peace and goodwill are maintained through “social begging” where the young 

and old get a fair share of the meal.  

 
 
Meerkats 
The meerkat is an odd-looking social mongoose of more arid areas. They 

specialize in eating buried invertebrates such as spiders, insects, scorpions and 

small vertebrates such as mice, reptiles and birds. 

Their daily routine starts with a visit to a communal latrine, sunbath and social 

time. Then go foraging and return for more relaxing until dark in groups up to 

30 
 
 
Fact File  

Scientific name: Suricata suricatta 
Length:  
Weight:   
Lifespan:  10 years in the wild  and up to 15 in zoos 
Habitat: Savannah, woodland and semi-desert  
Prey: Invertebrates, small animals such as reptiles 
Status: N/A (not assessed) 
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Maasai Giraffe 
The tallest animal in the world, the giraffe feeds high on the leaves of trees 

where no other herbivores can reach. Their necks are over six feet long as well 

as their legs. There is only one species of giraffe with many subspecies. We 

have the “Maasai” subspecies at our zoo. 
 

 Fact File: 

Scientific name: Giraffa camleopardalis 
Height: up to 18 ft in males 
Weight: males 400-550 lb, females 250-300 lb 
Lifespan: 15-25 years in the wild, up to 40 in zoos 
Habitat: Savannah, woodland and semi-arid scrublands 
Diet: Leaves and branches 

        Status: Least Concern, declining (IUCN) 
 
 

Hippopotamus 
The hippo is the largest of all the “hooved mammals”, related to antelopes, 

deer and other families. The hippo is the second or third largest land mammal 

depending on the individual of hippos and Indian rhinos. They are semi-

aquatic and spend the hot days in rivers, lakes and marshes and come out on 

land to browse for grasses at night.  
 
 Fact File  

Scientific name: Hippopotamus amphibius 
Height: 50-66 in 
Weight: 1400-7000 lbs 
Lifespan: 40-50 years 
Habitat: Rivers and marshes and open savannah 
Diet: Grasses and other vegetation 
Status: N/A (not assessed) 
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Animal Bios, Painted Dog 
 

Painted Dog 

Name:   

Painted Dog 

Name:  

DOB:  

 
 
 
 

African Lion Information 

African Lion 

Name: John  

DOB: 8/31/2010 

Personal info: John came here from the National Zoo. John finds a lot of comfort being with Imani, he has 

been a wonderful and very tolerant father, and his favorite food is rabbit. John is trained to do many 

behaviors, including sitting still for hand injections, which means he chooses to participate in his yearly 

vaccinations-this makes things very calm and easy for John and his keepers.  

African Lion 

Name: Imani 

DOB: 7/17/2011 

Personal info: Imani came from the St. Louis Zoo where she was hand raised. Despite being hand raised she 

is an incredible mother. Imani loves to lay next to the glass in the evenings and allows visitors to take 

“selfies” with her. Her favorite food item is goat. Imani is also trained for hand injections. 

 

 

 

 

 



WDZ 2020 Africa   12 

 

 

 

 

African Cheetah Information 

Name: Bravo & Chance  

DOB: 5/3/04 for both, at the DeWildt Breeding Facility in South Africa (captive born) and then raised at 

Cheetah Outreach Ambassador facility for 6 months 

Personal info: Bravo & Chance are usually the ones out on display since they are 12 years old and retired 

from running.  Bravo has more white on his tail, Chance has less white. Chance is more dominant and more 

social than Bravo, who is more aloof. 

Came to the zoo when they were 6 months old (this is the youngest you can transport a cheetah overseas. 

They are a brother coalition. If 2 or more males survive in the wild they will form a coalition and stay 

together their whole life (sometimes bachelor groups that are not related do that same) 

Increases chance of survival because they hunt together (often after larger prey than one solo male could), 

defend their territory together and find mates together (one male distracts the female, while the other one 

mounts her) 

Hippo Information 
 
 
 

Hippo Care at CZBG: 
Fiona the hippo was born six weeks premature on January 24 th , 2017 she weighed 29lbs, a baby hippo 
normally weighs 55lb to 120 lbs at birth. When Fiona was born, she received 24hr care by animal care staff 
and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital medical center. 
 
Fiona kept gaining weight and fighting all odds with her keepers, while at the same time she kept gaining 
support from the Cincinnati community and other communities around the world! 
 
As attention grew, it was clear that Fiona was going to be a figure in the public eye that would pull 
communities together. Even as Fiona continues to grow and become an adult hippo, her popularity has not 
dwindled. Members of communities all over the world are still coming to see her, buying shirts and other 
merchandise, and she even has her own show on Facebook 
 
 

Visit baby hippo Fiona and her mom Bibi next time you go to Hippo Cove! 

Temperatures must be 40 degrees or above with fair conditions for our hippos to have access to their 

outdoor habitat. If it’s 45 and sunny or warmer they should be outside!  

This is at the discretion of our animal care team and can change without notice. 

The best time to see her active is between 3pm-5pm. 
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