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Wild Discover Zone 

MANATEE SPRINGS 

Theme: The Cincinnati Zoo is one of two U.S. Zoos outside of Florida that participate in the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Manatee Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release Program. 

Summary: Connection with wildlife can create conservation action, and learning about the 

Cincinnati Zoo’s involvement in manatee conservation can help create that connection and respect. 

Educators will encourage this respect and help inspire guests to think about their use of plastic 

products and how plastic pollution relates to manatee conservation. 

Objectives:  At the end of the encounter, guests will: 

➢ Participate in a discussion about manatee adaptations that make the manatees and their 
relatives the only completely herbivorous aquatic mammals. 

➢ Understand some of the threats to manatees in the wild and how our Zoo participates in 
manatee conservation through the Manatee Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release Program.  

➢ Learn about plastic pollution and its effects on aquatic ecosystems. 

➢ Feel motivated to take action to reduce plastic pollution and plastic use in their daily lives.  
 
Location: Cart at Manatee Spring 
 
Materials: Manatee puzzle, manatee jaw and skull, manatee hand bone composite with felt flipper, 
manatee rib bone, manatee stuffed animal, plastic alternative examples 
 

Contents: 
Part 1: Breaking the Ice: 

  Doing the Activity 
Part 2: Background Information: 
    The Sirenians 
    The Florida West Indian Manatee 
Part 3: Cincinnati Zoo and Manatee Conservation 
Part 4: Conservation Connection  
Part 5: Other Species of Animals on Display at Manatee Springs 
Part 6: List of Manatees that have Lived at our Zoo    
    

This activity is designed to engage all ages of Zoo visitors. Your duty as an excellent educator 

and interpreter is to adjust your approach to fit each group you interact with. Be aware that all 

groups are on some kind of a time limit. There are no set time requirements for this interaction. 

Read their behavior and end the interaction when they seem ready to move on. 
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Part 1: Breaking the Ice: 
  Doing the Activity 

When leading a discussion, you want to encourage the guests to critically think, make 

educated guesses, and discover information with your guidance. Ask them guiding 

questions or create a scenario for them to think about and discuss. The information and 

message will more likely stick if they participate in their learning experience, not just 

receive a brain dump of information. 

Zone Set-up: Both volunteers will be using the entire exhibit space for this Zone. Make sure you 

count guest attendance during your shift.  

 
Doing the Activity: 
As a Volunteer Educator your role at this Wild Discover Zone is to engage guests with a discussion 

about manatee conservation and manatee adaptations. Go with the flow of what the guests are 

interested in while still focusing on the theme. 

Use the manatee skull and jaw, hand bone and felt flipper and rib bone to discuss how manatees are 

adapted to be the only completely aquatic plant eating mammal. With children (and some adults!) 

you can play “Put the Manatee back together” puzzle…. 

Manatee Puzzle Activity: Put a Manatee back together so it can be released to the wild! 

1. As visitors approach the cart or look in that general direction, engage them with some of the 
cool biofacts or enrichment items that are out. Ask them if they’d like to learn more about 
manatees and why they’re here at the Zoo by doing a fun activity.   

 
2. Briefly describe the activity. Guests will try to answer questions about manatees located on 

the laminated question key. For each correct answer, they get a puzzle piece to put in a 
puzzle frame. If they get six questions correct, they will have helped build a complete and 
healthy manatee that is ready to be released into the wild! Encourage working together as a 
team to get the correct answers.  
 

This activity can be adapted for several different kinds of groups: 

• Families with very young children – If the children are too young to understand most of 
the questions, you can ask the adults the questions and allow the young children the 
chance to build the puzzle. This encourages all to participate even if some of the material 
is over the younger children’s head.  

• Families with older children – Have them all work as a team, Family Feud style.  The 
family should attempt to agree on an answer together. Congratulate the entire family for 
working together to complete the puzzle. 

• Larger school groups – If the school group is quite large, you can divide a group, use two 
puzzles and have them compete to see who can answer the most questions first.  

• Small children – Have a volunteer sit on the folding chair with the puzzle frame in their 
lap so children can easily reach it or even put it on the floor. 

• Use a combination of these adaptations to make the activity fit whatever group might visit 
you! 
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3. Before they get started, have them guess (make a prediction) why the Cincinnati Zoo has 
manatees on display.  
 
The following are questions that can be asked in any order. More difficult questions are 
marked with a star*. Show each card to the guests as you read them so they can easily see 
the question and answers. After they answer each question, provide more information if the 
guests want it; use the biofacts, enrichment items, and other discussion points to continue 
the conversation.  

Manatee Natural History 

1. How do manatees stay on the bottom? 
a. They eat too much 
b. Their bones are solid and heavy 
c. They eat rocks 
d. They paddle really hard  

2. What is unique about their teeth?  
a. They have none 
b. They only have eight 
c. New ones replace the old ones their entire life 
d. They have canine teeth 

3. What do they eat in the wild? 
a. Sea Grass 
b. Plankton 
c. Fish 
d. Pizza 

4. How long can they hold their breath underwater? 
a. 12 hours 
b. All day long 
c. 4 minutes 
d. 20 minutes 

5. What animal is their closest living relative? 
a. Whale 
b. Elephant 
c. Sea Otter 
d. Hippo  

6. A manatee is what kind of animal? 
a. Fish 
b. Reptile 
c. Mammal 
d. Dinosaur 
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7. Why can’t manatees adapt well to cold water?* 
a. Pollution to the manatees’ ecosystem has caused a genetic defect, making it harder for most 
manatees to burn excess fat. 
b. In spite of their size, they have very little body fat. Because manatees are herbivores, their 
metabolic rate is low compared with other aquatic mammals. 
c. Manatees are cold blooded and require outside energy sources to keep them warm. 
d. The aquatic plants they eat lose vital nutrients in the winter that help the manatee maintain a high 
metabolism. 

8. How well can manatees see?* 
a. Manatees have fairly good visual acuity and can distinguish between different-sized objects, 
different colors, and patterns. 
b. Manatees have poor eyesight, but their powerful hearing and sonar help them to navigate, similar 
to dolphins.  
c. Manatees keep their eyes closed underwater and use their extremely sensitive and thick whiskers 
to forage. 
d. Manatees are blind and cannot see at all. 

Manatee Conservation  

1. The manatees that have lived at the Cincinnati Zoo came here because:* 
a. They are Red’s fans 
b. To be rehabilitated for release 
c. They wanted some Skyline Chili 
d. To go on vacation in Ohio 
 
2. To date, how many manatees have we had at the Cincinnati Zoo AND how many have been 
released back into the wild? 

a. We have had 20 manatees, and 10 have been released  
b. We have had 20 manatees, and 13 have been released 
c. We have had 15 manatees, and 13 have been released 
d. We have had 18 manatees, and 16 have been released 

3. How are wild manatees counted?* 
a. Manatees are only born in captivity and are counted before they are released into the wild. 
b. About one out of every ten manatees is tagged with satellite transmitters. They count the 
transmitters and multiply that number by 10 for an estimate. 
c. An aerial survey is conducted in winter weather when manatees are gathered at warm-water sites. 
d. Biologists ride boats to specific assigned areas and then count the manatees in that area. 

4. What can you can do to help conserve manatees?* 
a. Make a poster in the back of the exhibit and email it to family and friends to get the word out. 
b. Donate to organizations that help rescue manatees. You can also help rehabilitate them just by 
coming back to visit the Zoo again! 
c. Be mindful of their environments and respect the laws governing their protection.  
d. All of the above 
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5. What is the only other facility outside of Florida to participate in Manatee rehabilitation? 
a. The Newport Aquarium 
b. The Columbus Zoo 
c. The Shedd Aquarium 
d. The Toledo Zoo 

6. Why do biologists attach a radio-transmitter to a manatee’s tail when released?* 
a. So other manatees will be able to locate the released manatee  
b. To find out if the manatee has any babies 
c. To play manatee call sounds to keep the manatee calm 
d. To track and determine if a released manatee is adapting well 
 

Part 2: Background Information: 
    The Sirenians 
    The Florida West Indian manatee 
The Sirenians 

The West Indian manatee is a species of mammal who is a member of the order of mammals 
called Sirenians. The species of Sirenians include the West Indian, African and Amazonian 
manatee, the dugong and the now extinct Stellar’s sea cow. Sirenians are non-ruminant herbivores 
similar to elephants and horses, and unlike cows and other even-toed hoofed mammals.  

Sirenians evolved 50-40 million years ago from a sea cow species who shared a common 
ancestor with the elephants. The ancestor to the manatees of today fed on the vast sea grass beds of 
the shallow tropical waters of the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. As the climate cooled the sea 
grass beds retreated and the manatee evolved and fed on the freshwater plants along the coast of 
several continents.   
 
Florida West Indian Manatee 
General Facts 

• Stats:  
o Common Name: Florida or West Indian Manatee 
o Scientific name: Trichechus manatus latirostris 
o Range: Southeastern United States 
o Habitat: Coastal wetlands  
o Life span: 60 years in captivity/35-40 years in the wild 
o Average weight: 1,200-1,800 pounds 

o Females are larger and the weigh 1800-3000 lbs.  The record weight is a 
female at Homosassa Springs at 3,550 lbs. 

o Average length: 10-12 feet  
o Diet at the Zoo: Romaine lettuce, carrots, monkey biscuits, sweet potatoes, apples, 

cabbage, greens 
o IUCN Status: Endangered 
o Status in AZA Zoos: 9 zoos and aquariums are involved in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Services Rescue, Rehabilitation and Release Program 

• Manatees are semi-social and have no natural enemies. 

• Manatees are marine mammals, but their closest relatives are the elephant and the hyrax. 

• Manatees’ lungs are located along their backside; this location and shape of the lungs helps in 
their ability to float in water. 
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• Manatees are an herbivorous marine mammal designed to spend its entire life in water (the 
only other are Dugongs) 

o Manatees eat over 60 different types of sea grasses, which helps to clear waterways and 
prevent clogging.  

▪ Eating all of this vegetation gives them lots of gas!  

▪ To counteract the floating effect resulting from the gas, manatee rib bones are 
solid to help weigh them down, and they allow them to feed on the bottom 
without spending too much energy. (This is unlike most mammal bones, which 
have spongy tissue in them where blood cells are produced.)  

o Eating so much vegetation also wears down their teeth. 

▪ Like their elephant relatives, manatees replace their teeth, which move from 
the back of the jaw to the front like a conveyer belt, eventually pushing out the 
worn-down molars in front.  

 Unlike elephants, manatees have a constant supply of teeth, not just six 
sets.  

• As manatees are also mammals, their flippers have the same bones as a human arm, including 
finger bones, which give them enough flexibility to guide food to their mouths. The flippers 
also have fingernails.  

• Though streamlined to move through the water, they only swim about 3-5 miles per hour 

• They can stay underwater for up to 20 minutes when sleeping but will usually come up every 
few minutes for air. 

• Manatees can live in freshwater or saltwater, as long as the temperature is above 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit, or they will get sick.  

o Many congregations gather at power plants and springs during the winter—400-500 
may be seen at a single warm-water site at a time! 

• Manatees are endangered, with around 3,000 left in the wild.  
o With over 600 people moving to Florida a day, manatees are forced to deal with 

human-caused alterations to their environment.  

▪ The major threat to manatees is getting hit by the front of a speedboat, which 
can knock them unconscious and cause them to drown. They are very slow-
moving, averaging 3-5 mph, and cannot get out of the way in time.  

▪ Other threats include boat propellers, harassment, toxic red tide, pollution, and 
getting trapped in water gates. 

 
Part 3: Cincinnati Zoo and Manatee Conservation 
 
Cincinnati Zoo and Manatee Conservation 
Many factors have contributed to the decline of the Florida manatee. Some are environmental 

factors such as Red Tide, cold stress, and disease.  Others 
are caused by humans such as boat strikes, crushing by flood 
gates or locks, and entanglement in or ingestion of fishing 
gear and plastic pollution.  
 
Protections for Florida manatees were first enacted in 1893. 
Today, they are protected by the Florida Manatee Sanctuary 
Act and are federally protected by both the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act. 
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The goal of the Manatee Rescue, Rehabilitation, and Release program is to rescue and treat sick or 
injured manatees, and then release them back into the wild.  
The Rescue 
 
Rescues are coordinate by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC). Biologists in five 
different field stations (St. Petersburg, Port Charlotte, 
Tequesta, Melbourne, and Jacksonville) receive reports of 
distressed manatees via the agency’s 24-hour Wildlife Alert 
hotline. FWC biologists and other Manatee Rehabilitation 
Partnership (MRP) staff verify whether the reported 
manatee is in need of rescue. If a manatee is determined to 
be in need of help, they rescue and transport the injured 
manatee to a rehabilitation facility. 

 
Rescued animals needing additional medical treatment are 
taken to one of three federally permitted manatee critical 
care facilities: Lowry Park Zoo, Miami Seaquarium, and 
SeaWorld Florida.  
 
The Rehabilitation 
Following treatment, these manatees are transferred to 
other program partner facilities for additional 
rehabilitation while awaiting release. These include the 
Cincinnati Zoo, Columbus Zoo, EPCOT’s The Seas, 
South Florida Museum, and the Ellie Schiller Homosassa 

Springs State Wildlife Park. The Cincinnati and Columbus Zoos are the only manatee rehabilitation 
facilities outside the state of Florida.  
 
To date, the Cincinnati Zoo has been home to 19 manatees, 13 of which have been released back 
into the wild. Our current residents, Matthew, Miles, 
Pippen, and Daphne, remain in long-term 
rehabilitation for now. While a manatee is with us, it 
periodically undergoes a medical exam to assess its 
progress and condition. Once it is meets the 
veterinarian’s health requirements (weight, behavior, 
and general physical health are all considered), it is 
prepared for release back into the wild. Other 
rehabilitation efforts might include taking care of 
injuries, helping manatees grow, and teaching orphan 
manatees how to be good wild manatees.  
 
The Release 
Accompanied by zookeeper staff, the manatee is transported back to the Florida facility where it gets 
used to eating natural vegetation and living in saltwater again. When the time comes to release the 
manatee, a radio-transmitter may be attached around the base of the tail, which allows biologists to 
keep track of the animal and how it is doing. Post-release monitoring is a critical part of the process 
for some released manatees and includes tagging, tracking, and assessing the health of the manatee 
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to ensure they are adapting to wild conditions. Monitoring also teaches us about preferred manatee 
habitat and travel paths. The MRP’s monitoring process makes it possible to determine if a released 
manatee requires additional intervention.  

 
Many guests to the Cincinnati Zoo don’t realize our manatees are here for rehabilitation and that 
they will hopefully be released back into the wild. Educating Zoo guests about our rehabilitation 
program encourages them to participate in conservation through making posters, educating others, 
and even visiting the zoo again so their dollars can contribute to manatee rehabilitation. 
 
Current information can be found at:  www.ManateeRescue.org. 
 

Our Current Manatees: 

 Pippen (Male) was rescued from the Halifax River on 7/20/2016 weighing only 58 
pounds.  After receiving critical care at Sea World Orlando, his weight is now 225 
pounds.  He is the smallest manatee ever to live at Cincinnati Zoo’s Manatee Springs. 

 Truffle Shuffle (Male) was rescued as an orphan in 2018 

 

Part 4: Conservation Connection  
Manatees are not only incredibly unique animals, they are also a very important part of a larger 
ecosystem. Being the only fully aquatic herbivorous mammal, manatees spend most of their day 
grazing on water plants. This helps to clear out a lot of aquatic vegetation and prevent overgrowth 
that could obstruct waterways. Through the waste that they create eating so many plants, they also 
help to return vital nutrients back to the ecosystem so other organisms can thrive. Manatees are a 
huge part of the Florida ecotourism economy as well. Every year tens of thousands of people travel 
to Florida for a chance to see and interact with manatees. Their presence helps to support many 
local businesses. Losing manatees would not only be a great blow to the ecosystem that they are a 
part of, but it would also mean losing a beloved species that resides in the waters of our own 
country. 
 
One day, our manatees will go back to the wild, and we want to make sure that they are returning to 
a home that they can thrive in. By coming to the Zoo and visiting our manatees, guests are helping 
to continue our manatee rehabilitation program which provides vital care to manatees in need.  

 
 
  

http://www.manateerescue.org/
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Part 5: Other Species of Animals on Display at Manatee Springs 
 
Note: While some species, such as the manatees, are continuously on display in Manatee Springs, other species may 
come and go. Thus, at any given time, you may find that some species on the list below are no longer on display while 
others you do see on display may not appear on this list.  
 
Animals on Display in the Greenhouse Habitats 
American alligator:  

o A keystone species, the American alligator digs holes that retain water during the dry 
season which provide food, shelter, and water to many species.  

o Unusual among reptiles, the mothers protect and take care of their young. She will lay the 
eggs inside a nest of mud and rotting vegetation near the water to incubate them. Once 
they hatch, she will pick each baby up in her mouth and carry them to the water. They will 
stay with her for up to 2 years. The young call their mother with a gulping sound.  

o Alligators were hunted to near extinction, but have been protected and populations have 
rebounded. They were the first species to be taken off the Endangered Species List, and 
limited hunting and ranching is actually now legal.    

 
American crocodile:  

o Saltwater crocodiles can reach a length of 20 feet or more. How can you tell a crocodile 
from an alligator? The crocodile does have a narrower (v-shaped) snout and grows larger 
than the American alligator, but the most accurate way to distinguish the two species is by 
the teeth. In the crocodile, the 4th tooth of the lower jaw fits into an external groove of the 
upper jaw, and it is visible when the mouth is closed. The American crocodile is 
endangered due to over-hunting for its hide and meat, and loss of habitat. There are less 
than a few hundred remaining in the wild. The good news is that their numbers are rising. 

o Federally, American alligators are protected even though they are no longer endangered. 
This is because, especially from a distance, gators and crocs are difficult to distinguish. It 
is an extra precaution taken for the crocodile during alligator hunting season. 

 
Loggerhead musk turtle: 
A nickname for the musk turtle is “stinkpot” due to the malodorous musk they secrete when feeling 
threatened. They are chiefly nocturnal as evidenced by their large, dark eyes, and in the evenings and 
early mornings they can be seen in the shallows on a river bottom foraging for food. Accomplished 
swimmers, they are capable of inhabiting deeper waters. Omnivorous with juveniles being more 
carnivorous, they will feed on aquatic snails, carrion, fish eggs, worms, leeches, aquatic insects, larva, 
algae and aquatic vegetation.  
 
Painted turtle: 
Painted turtles are the most widely distributed turtle in North America. They live in permanent 
freshwater habitats such as ponds, lakes, marshes, sloughs, and creeks. They spend time in the soft 
bottoms of these bodies of water as well as in the aquatic vegetation and in sunny basking spots on or 
near the water. The turtle eats aquatic vegetation, algae, and small water creatures including insects, 
crustaceans, and fish. Although they are frequently consumed as eggs or hatchlings by rodents, 
canines, and snakes, the adult turtles' hard shells protect them from most predators. 
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Map turtle 
Northern map turtles, also called common map turtles, are the most abundant and widespread of all 
map turtle species. The carapace is olive green and has an intricate system of faint yellow lines that 
resemble a topographical map. Any patterning may be obscured by dark pigmentation in females or 
by algae. Northern map turtle skin is olive to dark brown and contains yellow or greenish markings. 
Adults are mostly active during the day. They are the most predatory of their relatives, feeding on 
snails and other mollusks, crayfish, freshwater mussels, and aquatic insects in the morning and late 
afternoon. Their diet does not include a large amount of vegetation; what they do consume is ingested 
incidentally. When not feeding, they can be found basking. 
 
Fish on display in the Manatee Habitat 
A variety of fish are on display in the Manatee Habitat. They include the largemouth bass, long-nosed 
gar, alligator gar, channel catfish, sunfish and African cichlids 
 
Redear Sunfish 
Commonly called the shellcracker, the redear sunfish specializes in eating snails. It has specially 
adapted teeth in the back of its mouth for crushing snail shells. These fish prefer to live in and around 
aquatic vegetation so they can get adequate coverage from predators such as bass. They also prefer 
slow moving water such as lakes, or slow moving rivers. They are also social fish, as they prefer to live 
and travel in schools. They generally feed off of the bottom, but will rise to the surface to feed on 
insects.  
 
Largemouth bass 
Largemouth bass have a very large mouth that extends beyond the rear edge of the eye when it is 
closed. Largemouth bass can adapt to many environments but prefer relatively clear non-flowing 
waters with some aquatic vegetation. They are found in nearly every lake, reservoir, and pond in 
Eastern America. Its diet typically consists of frogs, crayfish, large insects, and other fish. 
 
Long-nosed gar 
The longnose gar has a very long and narrow snout containing many needle like teeth. Their body is 
long and cylindrical, covered with diamond-shaped, hard non-overlapping scales. All species of gar 
have a specialized air bladder that gives them the ability to breathe air. They can often be seen poking 
their beak out of the waters surface briefly as they take in a gulp of air. Even though they can breathe 
air they are not obligated to do so, they also have fully functional gills like other fish. These gar feed 
on small fish, primarily minnows or gizzard shad. 
 
Alligator gar 
They are one of the largest freshwater fishes in North America and are the largest in the gar family as 
well as the largest freshwater fish in the Mississippi River Valley and the apex predator in the system. 
Reports indicate fish have been captured that were over 9 ft. in length and weighing as much as 350 
lbs. Adult fish feed primarily on fish, but have been found to also consume blue crabs, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, and small mammals. They are believed to forage primarily at night, but have been seen 
both day and night lying motionless against floating logs, debris, or under overhanging trees. 
 
Allen Invaders Habitat 
Channel catfish 
The channel catfish is a popular sport and food fish. It is active during the night, moving around and 
finding food after dusk. During the day it will most likely be found in deep water with little activity. 
The channel catfish, like other catfish, has no scales, a single bony spine in each pectoral fin and the 
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dorsal fin, and 8 barbels around the mouth. they are tolerant of a wide range of conditions. They are 
omnivorous and will eat a wide variety of items including insect larvae, crayfish, mollusks, fish (dead 
or alive), and even some types of fruits and berries. 
 
Azureus Cichlid 
The azureus cichlid is a plankton-feeder from Lake Malawi in Africa.  As they mature, the males turn 
from silver to electric blue.  The flashier, the better, to seduce the females and ward off other males. 
This species is native to African lakes but has been introduced to Florida due to the pet trade. 
 
Florida cooter: 
Large turtles ranging in size from 9-13 in. and are flatter in appearance than the similar slider turtle. 
They prefer permanent waters with soft, sandy bottoms and abundant vegetation, such as ponds, lakes, 
swamps, marshes, and slow-moving rivers. They are frequently observed basking on logs. Mostly 
herbivorous, they feed primarily on aquatic vegetation.  

 
Animals on display in the “Micro Habitats” on the South wall 
Green Basilisk 
The Green Basilisk is a handsome-looking lizard: both the male and female are a bright apple-green 
color, and the male has showy head crests and sailfins on his back, making him look like a miniature 
dinosaur. But this Florida invader is probably most famous for a neat trick that has earned it the 
nickname of "Jesus Christ Lizard". They are native to Central and South America but have been 
introduced to Florida through the pet trade. 
 
Apalachicola kingsnake 
King snakes are a member of the family of harmless snakes, or Colubridae. This is the largest order 

of snakes, representing two-thirds of all known snake species. Members of this family are found on 

all continents except Antarctica, widespread from the Arctic Circle to the southern tips of South 

America and Africa. In the wild kingsnakes eat other snakes, hence the name “kingsnake”. They also 

prey on turtle eggs, lizards, rodents, small birds and their eggs. 

Two-toed amphiuma 
The two-toed amphiuma are amphibians, and can be confused with eels which are fish. Furthermore, 
the congo eel, which is probably the basis for one of its common name, is a marine fish and 
amphiumas certainly bear resemblance to the elongate fishes. It is easy to overlook the diminutive 
legs, and the lack of any external gills (as opposed to the sirens). The amphiuma occur in the 
southeastern United States in most water habitats. The two-toed amphiuma is the largest of the family, 
and is the longest salamander species in the United States, approaching four feet in total length. They 
feed on all types of aquatic animals, including other amphiumas. 
 
Dollar sunfish 
As beautiful as any tropical fish, the dollar sunfish is found in the back waters, swamps and small 
ponds of the southeastern part of the United States. The name sunfish refers to its bright, sunny 
colors. Throughout the southern US all sunfish are referred to as bream or brim because early 
American settlers thought they resembled a flat-bodied European species called a bream. Mature males 
have iridescent blue spots and markings and are more colorful than the females. Sunfish have a strong 
homing instinct and return to spawn in the same vicinity each year. 
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Grey rat snake 
Grey rat snakes are found throughout every southeastern state and most of the eastern and 
Midwestern states as far north as southern New England and southern Michigan. Adult rat snakes 
primarily eat mice, rats, squirrels, and birds, as well as bird eggs. They are a common predator on 
wood duck eggs. Juveniles eat small frogs, lizards, and small rodents. Rat snakes are constrictors, and 
adept climbers that can scale brick walls as well as tree trunks. 
 
Cane toad 
The cane toad is also called the “marine toad or giant toad”, is the largest of the frogs and toads found 
in Florida. The giant toad is not native to the United States. It was originally released in the U.S. in 
sugar cane fields to help control “white grubs,” larvae of pest beetle and unfortunately the toad became 
established in southern Florida as result of their release. Cane toads are a highly predacious exotic 
species that will eat all types of native frogs and toads. This species is skilled at locating all types of 
food; they have even been known to eat pet food. 
 
Greater siren 
Greater sirens are large, eel-like, salamanders with two forelimbs, external gills and a flattened tail. 
Greater sirens are found along the Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plains from Virginia south through 
Florida and west to parts of eastern Alabama. They feed on many different invertebrates and 
occasional aquatic vertebrates with a possible preference for snails and other mollusks in some areas. 
They can grow as large as 30 inches. 
 
Mosquito fish 
The Eastern mosquito fish is a small, light-colored fish with semitransparent fins. The females usually 
have a black stripe near their eye area and light spots can be seen on the caudal and dorsal fins of both 
sexes. Due to its similar size, shape, and reproductive habits, it can easily be mistaken for a guppy. 
They feed on mosquito larvae and other small aquatic insect larvae. 
 
Eastern Rat snake 
Found in peninsular Florida in a wide variety of forested habitats, including pine and hardwood 
forests, scrubs, edges of swamps and marshes, mangrove thickets, agricultural areas, barns and 
abandoned buildings, and suburban neighborhoods. This snake is an excellent climber. They feed on 
snails, insects, frogs, lizards, snakes, birds and bird eggs, bats, shrews, moles, mice, squirrels, rabbits. 
 
Invasive species display on the north wall 
Burmese python 
One of the largest snakes in the world, the Burmese python can grow up to 25 feet long and get as 

thick as a telephone pole. Like other pythons, it is a non-venomous constrictor, wrapping its body 

around prey to suffocate it before swallowing it whole. It can eat animals as large as a leopard and 

sambar (an Asian deer). The Burmese python is a large nonvenomous constrictor that is an invasive 

species in Florida. Burmese pythons are found primarily in and around the Everglades ecosystem in 

south Florida where the snake represents a threat to native wildlife.   



13 

 

Part 6: List of Manatees that have lived or live at our Zoo       

NAME  SEX  ORIGIN  CZ DATES  RELEASED  

Stoneman  M  Born 10/6/85                 
 Miami Seaquarium  3/1999 to 8/2005  2/20/2006                

  Blue Springs, FL  

Douglas  M  Rescued  5/1985           
Key Largo. FL  3/1999 to 10/2003  

3/2/2004                           
 Black Point Marina's 

Manatee Sanctuary, 

FL  

Dundee  M  Born 7/11/1986  
SeaWorld, FL  11/2003 to 12/2003  2/21/2006                 

 Blue Springs, FL  

Hurricane  M  Born 11/23/1983            
 Miami Seaquarium  1/20004 to 7/2004  2/2008                      

 Blue Springs, FL  

Rodeo  M  Rescued 5/7/2004  9/2004 to 8/2005  4/18/2006                 
 Merritt Island, FL  

Slip  M  Born 11/22/1991            
 Sea World, FL  8/2005 to 10/2009  2/15/2010             

  Blue Springs, FL  

Lil' Joe  M  Rescued 7/30/1989     
Daytona Beach. VL  8/2005 to 10/2009  

2/15/2011                      
  Lake Dexter Astor, 

FL  

C.C. Baby  F  Rescued 9/16/2007     
Cape Coral, FL  3/2010 to 11/2010  2/16/2011        

  Crystal River, FL  

Turner  F  Rescued 1/7/2010      
Tampa Bay, FL  3/2010 to 11/2/2010  

11/23/2010                   
Apollo Beach Reserve, 

FL  

Illusion  F  Rescued 3/5/2010     

Palm Beach County  11/2010 to 11/8/2011  11/9/2011                
North Palm Beach, FL  

Wooten  M  Rescued 2/2010   

11/2010 to 10/2012                  
2/4/2013 

Homosassa Spring, FL  

Woodstock  F  
Rescued in Florida in 

2013, moved to us from 

Columbus, OH 10/2013  
1/2013 to 10/2013 1/7/2014, Orange 

River, Fort Myers, FL  

Abigail  F  
Rescued 

Brevard Cty.. FL  
5/2013 – 10/2015  

1/19/2016 

Port Johnson, FL  

Betsy F 
Homosassa Springs 
Captive born in 1990  

November 2010-

10/17/17 

Resident at 

Homosassa Springs 

Fla. 

Bam Bam M  
 Desoto Canal in 
Brevard County, FL,  
January 2015 

October 28, 2015-

10/17/17 

3/2019 Cape 

Canaveral Florida 
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NAME  SEX  ORIGIN  CZ DATES  RELEASED  

Pippen M 
Halifax River on 
7/20/2016, orphaned 

October 18, 2017- TBD 

Miles  M 
Sykes Creek on Merritt 
Island on 8/17/2016, 
orphaned 

October 18, 2017 

October 15 2019 
TBD 

Daphne F 

rescued from Florida 
waters on 4/9/18 after 
her mother had been hit 
by a boat 

April 9, 2018- July 

2019 
TBD 

Mathew M  
New Smyrna on 
10/9/2016, orphaned 

October 18, 2017 

October 15 2019 
TBD 

Truffle Shuffle M 
orphan from Mckay 
Creek, Pinellas County 
Florida on 11/27/2018 

October 15 2019 TBD 

 


