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JON PETER 
Curator & Manager of Plant Records 
Royal Botanical Gardens 
With 25 years experience in public gardens, Jon L. Peter has worked at some of the finest 
botanical institutions in North America and is currently Curator & Manager of Plant Records at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens, Ontario. Jon is responsible for the documentation, evaluation, and 
management of plants throughout the gardens, which includes over 212,000 individual plants 
representing approximately 7,200 taxa. Jon also manages the arboriculture care, garden 
developments, plant acquisitions, and exploring the under-utilized beautiful plants for the right 
spots at RBG. Jon’s personal garden is continually in development phases and is not always well 
maintained, as most of his time at home is devoted to his two beautiful daughters. 
 

STACEY HIRVELA 
Marketing Manager 
Spring Meadow Nursery 
After earning her degree in linguistics from the University of Michigan, Stacey Hirvela realized 
her true calling was in the garden. She attended the New York Botanical Garden School of 
Professional Horticulture, followed by stints as a rooftop gardener in Manhattan, the 
horticulturist for Tavern on the Green restaurant in Central Park, and as a garden editor and 
radio host for Martha Stewart Living. She currently serves as marketing manager for Spring 
Meadow Nursery/Proven Winners ColorChoice Shrubs, as well as for GreatGardenPlants.com, 
which allows her to combine her love of plants and her love of writing, reaching out in both the 
B2B and B2C channels. 
 

SCOTT BEUERLEIN 
Personal Website 
Botanical Garden Outreach Manager 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden (@cincinnatizoo) 
Scott is the Manager of Botanical Garden Outreach at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. 
He is heavily involved in running the Zoo’s Botanical Garden educational programs, various 
plant trialing programs, and the Plant for Pollinators Challenge. Scott has published hundreds of 
articles and columns in several publications. Currently, he is a Partner in the Garden Rant 
blogsite and posts regularly. Scott also authors the Deep Roots and Garden Views columns for 
Horticulture Magazine. 
 

TODD BOLAND 
@todd.boland 
Research Horticulturist 
Memorial University of Newfoundland Botanical Gardens 
Todd lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada where he works as the horticulturist at the 
Memorial University of Newfoundland Botanical Garden (www.mun.ca/botgarden). Todd is the 
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current Vice-President of the North American Rock Garden Society (NARGS) and since 2009, he 
has been the author of the NARGS website “Plant of the Month” feature and is the 
administrator of the on-line image gallery (nargs.org). He has spoken to gardening groups 
across North America as well as in the UK and New Zealand. He has published 6 botanical 
guides to the flora of Atlantic Canada and most recently published has first gardening 
books Perennials for Atlantic Canada, Shrubs and Vines for Atlantic Canada and A 
Newfoundland Garden. You can visit him at Instagram (@todd.boland), Twitter (@jtbolandNL) 
and Facebook (www.facebook.com/todd.boland.9) 
 

ELLIOTT DUEMLER 
Native Perennials Manager 
Taylor Creek Restoration Nurseries 
Elliott Duemler provides native-plant industry leadership in the Midwest as the Native Perennial 
Manager at Taylor Creek Restoration Nurseries. He oversees all aspects related to TCRN’s 
perennial plug production. Elliott is passionate about all native plants, but his obsession is the 
Carex genera. He focuses on exceeding client expectations in quality and customer service as 
well as bringing more native plants to the horticultural trade. 
Elliott received his degree from University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, where he majored in 
General Resources Management. Prior to TCRN, Elliott interned at the Missouri Botanical 
Gardens, the Litzsinger Road Ecology Center; and worked as a Wilderness Surveyor for the 
USFS. He currently sits on the board of the Green Rock Audubon society. 
 

RODGER TSCHANZ 
Trial Garden Manager 
University of Guelph 
Rodger Tschanz has worked as a technician at the University of Guelph since 1989. In 2001, he 
was asked by the Department of Plant Agriculture to create and manage the University’s 
Ornamental Trial Garden program. The trial garden locations have expanded over the years to 
currently include ground bed and container trials at the Guelph Turfgrass Institute in Guelph, 
the Landscape Ontario site in Milton and the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington. At the 
Guelph site, Tschanz is a judge for the annual and perennial entries of the All-America 
Selections organization. A large, multi-year perennial trial has also been recently established at 
the Landscape Ontario trial site. In addition to the Trial Garden duties, Tschanz is a technician 
for the ornamental plant breeding program in Guelph, teaches ornamental plant uses and 
identification, assists with the management of Plant Agriculture’s growth facilities and is part of 
the student liaison and undergraduate recruitment team for the Department of Plant 
Agriculture. 
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