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Biography 
 

Hugh Pritchard is head of the Seed Biology Group of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, Wakehurst Place, UK.  His 

research focuses on seed survival and germination, 

including seed desiccation tolerance (mechanisms and 

ecology), seed lifespan (variability and phylogeny), seed 

cryo (biophysics and banking), and germination 

modelling in relation to environmental stress.  

 He has (co-) authored 169 peer-reviewed journal 

papers, including in Biological Reviews, PNAS and TIPS. His GoogleScholar h-index is 53 and he 

has a ResearchGate score of 42 (Pritchard GoogleScholar; Pritchard ResearchGate)   

 He has a deep understanding of the science that underpins plant biodiversity 

conservation and contributed directly to the delivery of Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank Project and 

to the development of the Germplasm Bank of Wild Species of China at Kunming Institute of 

Botany. He has also been an advisor on crop gene bank science to the Crop Trust and the USDA. 

He is an advocate for the modernization of ex situ banking through the application of 

cryobiotechnology, and the targeting of exceptional species and plant species with extremely 

small populations (PSESP). 

 He has considerable, recent experience managing international research projects funded 

by the EU (EcoSeed, NASSTEC), the Natural Environment Research Council, and the Darwin 

Initiative. He has been elected a Fellow of five organizations / academies, including the Academy 

of Sciences of South Africa, the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences of India, and the Royal 

Society of Biology. He is an honorary professor of the University of Sussex and a full professor of 

the Chinese Academy of Sciences. He regularly referees for the top journals in plant sciences and 

is the Executive Editor of the low temperature science journal, CryoLetters. 

 

Talk Title: “Cryobiotechnology of Exceptional Species: Orchids as a Case Study”  
Symposium Day 1 
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