
More Animals. More Fun.  
The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden Education Department 

   W
elcom

e &
 Policies 

 

 
Thank you for registering for Nocturnal Adventures! 
 

You have registered for an exciting once-in-a-lifetime experience at the Zoo. Please read 
the Itinerary and FAQs documents to ensure you are fully prepared for this awesome 
adventure.  QUESTIONS?  Call us any time at 513-559-7767, option 3.  
 
Payment Policies and Minimum Attendance 

 Minimum attendance for an overnight is 15 paying participants.  
 Full payment is required four weeks prior to your program along with confirmation of 

your final group totals.  
 Teachers or paid school staff, accompanying students on an overnight, receive free 

admission. All other adults pay the regular program fee.  
 We understand that sometimes your group totals will change slightly at the last 

minute. To account for this you may withhold payment for up to 4 people until the 
night of your program.  

 
Chaperones and Group Sizes 
You must have one chaperone per 10 children. Before you come your group will need to split 
into small groups of 15-17 total people, including chaperones. These groups will remain 
separate for most of the night and potentially while they sleep. Zoo staff will not be in the 
room with your group while you sleep, except for the Sleep with the Manatees program.  

Recommend Items to Bring 
 Snack- Your snack is not intended as dinner. Please be sure your group eats dinner 

before the program begins. Considering snack is served later in the evening we highly 
suggest you provide a low sugar option and water for hydration.  

 Personal Items- Please bring items such as a hairbrush, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
washcloth, etc. The Zoo does not have showers.  

 Sleeping Gear- Bring a sleeping bag, pillows and whatever you need to be comfortable. 
All floors are carpeted. Participants may bring single air mattresses, queen sizes are 
allowed if you intend to share.  

 Cameras- participants are encouraged to bring cameras, however for programmatic 
reasons we do not permit them on hike. One person may be the “group photographer” 
while out in the Zoo at night. This helps keep flash to a minimum and participants 
engaged in the program. 

 Appropriate Outerwear- During the program participant venture out into the Zoo for 
punctuated periods of time. We are never out long, but it could be could, rainy or 
blustery. Please bring the appropriate clothing for the weather (hats, mittens, coats, 
raincoats or umbrellas, etc.).  

 
**THE ZOO IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR MISPLACED ITEMS. LABEL ALL OF YOUR 
POSSESSIONS. 
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NOCTURNAL ADVENTURES ITINERARY  
6:45 PM ARRIVAL 

Arrive at the Zoo and meet instructors at the Education Building.  

 You will enter the Zoo via the Education Center’s Erkenbrecher Ave. Gate. 
Please see the attached map for directions.  

 Please check in with our Zoo staff before unpacking your vehicles. 
Depending. on the program you are attending you might be sleeping in a 
different building, which will require you to drive to another location.   

7:00 PM PROGRAM BEGINS 

The program will begin promptly at 7pm. Please plan on arriving by 6:45 pm. If you 
are late it may be necessary to shorten your first activity in the Zoo. 

7:00-11:00 PM PROGRAM SPECIFICS 

Depending on your overnight your group will: night hike, play games, discover 
biofacts, participate in group activities, take a behind-the-scenes tour, meet animal 
ambassadors, and tour buildings.  

9:00/9:30 PM SNACK TIME for Sleep with the Manatees groups. 

10:00/10:30 PM SNACK TIME for Animal Adaptations and Wolf Woods groups.  

11:00 PM BEDTIME 

Get ready for bed! Participants should bring: sleeping bag, toiletries (showers are 
not available), and a change of cloths to sleep in. Everyone must be able to carry 
what they bring so please pack lightly.  

 

The Next Day 

7:00-7:30 AM WAKE UP! 

7:30-8:30 AM BREAKFAST 

Your program includes a complimentary breakfast. Enjoy a selection of cereal, 
Nutragrain bars, bananas or oranges, juice, coffee, and tea.  

8:30-9:00 AM ANIMAL SHOW 

Following breakfast you will enjoy a fun and informative bird or cat show. This 
program is presented by our knowledgeable animal trainer staff.  

9:00 AM PROGRAM ENDS 

You are welcome to stay in the Zoo on your own for the remainder of the day at no 
extra charge.  
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NOCTURNAL ADVENTURES FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 Emergencies/ Severe Weather: programs occur in all weather; cancellations are 
based on the weather reports and will be decided by Zoo staff. If you have 
concerns about weather please call the Program Coordinator, 513-559-7725 

 Family Emergencies: To contact participants during a program call 513-236-0156 

 Late Arrivals: You are attending a Zoo program when the Zoo is closed. Late arrivals 
can only be accommodated by prior arrangement. Zoo gates will be locked shortly 
after the program begins. If anyone in your party is delayed en route, call 513-236-
0156. Please share this number with drivers in your group. If the entire group is 
running late, you must call by 8:00 pm or your program will be cancelled. If you 
arrive late, we will need to cut parts of your overnight. We cannot keep animal 
buildings open after certain hours.  

 First Aid/Medical: The Zoo has on staff at all hours a Security staff member with 
basic first aid, CPR, and AED training. Zoo staff will offer assistance with minor first 
aid whenever possible. Cincinnati’s 911 services provide emergency assistance. All 
medical expenses, such as ambulance service, etc., will be at the injured party’s 
expense.  

 Behavior/ Damages: The Zoo reserves the right to end a program and require 
participants to leave for unruly or dangerous behavior. Groups will be billed for 
damages to Zoo property.  

 Supervision: The Zoo requires one adult for every 10 children. Children younger 
than 5 years old are not permitted to attend overnight programs. Zoo staff is not 
immediately present in rooms while groups are sleeping. Chaperones are 
responsible for the safety and behavior of the children at this time.  

 Alcohol/Cigarettes/Drugs and Firearms: These are not permitted at any time. The 
Zoo is a non-smoking facility.  

 Photo release agreement: By participating in the Nocturnal Adventures program, 
all participants grant the Zoo permission to use and publish their photographs, 
names, written statements and/or verbal interviews. The Zoo is allowed all rights, 
title, and interest in the finished work and may transfer or broadcast the same to 
any individual, business, TV, radio station, or print media.  

 Media on Assignment: News media on assignment must request interviews and 
photo sessions in advance through the Zoo’s Marketing Department. This will 
ensure that appropriate Zoo personnel will be available on the day of the visit. All 
media on assignment must arrive at the Main gate, unless otherwise noted, and be 
accompanied by a member of the Marketing Department during their visit.  
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Dear Nocturnal Adventure Chaperones- 
 
Get ready to experience the wildest nightlife in town! Prepared chaperones are 
key to making your groups Nocturnal Adventure at the Cincinnati Zoo an 
educational success. During the overnight we ask that you help with the following 
items: 
 
 Our experienced staff will explain and enforce rules during the program. We 

ask that all adults actively help to enforce rules as well.   
 During the program your group will be split into small groups of 15-17 total 

people, including chaperones. These groups will remain separate for most of 
the night and potentially while they sleep.  

 You must have at least one chaperone per group of 10 children. Zoo staff 
will not be in the room with your group while you sleep. Chaperones are 
responsible for children and their behavior during sleeping hours.  

 You should know which participants are in your group and keep them 
together.  

 Always stay on the walkways in the Zoo, behind barriers and off fences and 
rocks.  

 For the well being of the animals, we ask that nothing is thrown into exhibits. 
 Do not tap on the glass of exhibits. Always respect animals and their space. 
 This is a non-smoking facility; no one will be permitted to smoke during the 

program.  
 Please respect Zoo facilities and leave a space as you found it.  
 Participants will only be allowed to eat and drink during snack time and 

breakfast in designated areas.  
 While the Zoo is closed, guests (including adults) are permitted on Zoo 

grounds ONLY with an accompanying Zoo employee.  
 Please refrain from using cell phones, unless there is an emergency. Silent 

and vibrate settings are suggested.  
 Your behavior and direction will encourage participants to have fun and 

learn.  
 


