
000 18 37

Think About It ...Think About It ...Think About It ...
Which ant was fastest?  Why do 
you think that ant was the fastest?
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RACE RESULTS!

How fast do leaf-cutter ants walk?
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Ants Without Leaves

Which ants walk faster?  Ants with leaves or ants without 
leaves? Ants walking alone or ants in traffic?  What do you 
think?  Challenge your friends to find out!

Stopwatch

Pipe Cleaners

Pen

Leaf-Cutter Ant Wild Research Station inside the 
World of the Insect.  Find the super-long tube with 
ants walking inside.

When the races are over ...  Remove ALL start and 
finish lines and put them back in the Wild Pack!  
Thanks!!

TURN OVER!

WHAT YOU NEED

Location:

Note:

THE GREAT
           ANT RACE!

1. Mark Your Starting Line
Pick a spot on the tube as a 
Starting Line. Twist a green 
pipe cleaner around the tube 
to mark the Starting Line.

Hold one end of the ruler at 
the Starting Line.  At the end 
of the ruler, mark the Finish 
Line with a red pipe cleaner.

3. Choose An Ant With A Leaf
As the ants walk 
towards the Starting 
Line, pick one that you 
want to time. 

When your ant crosses 
the Starting Line, start 
the stopwatch! 

5. Stop The Timer
When your ant crosses 
the Finish Line, stop 
the stopwatch! 

6. How Long Did it Take?
Record results in the 
chart.

Did You Know?
If an ant was as big as a human, it would run about 15 miles 
per hour, covering each mile in less than four minutes -- 
close to the human speed record!
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7. Time Ants Without Leaves.
Repeat Steps 3-6 for ants 
without leaves.SAMPLEP
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THE GREAT

    ANT RACE!LEAF-CUTTER 

   RUN MORE RACES!

YOURS TO KEEP!YOURS TO KEEP!     YOURS TO KEEP!
Visit us on the web at...

www.WildResearch.orgwww.WildResearch.orgwww.WildResearch.org

LEAF-CUTTER 

      FACTS!

Today’s Investigation!
The Great Ant Race
Leaf-cutter ants often walk hundreds of feet through the 
forest to find good leaves to cut up and carry back to their 
underground fungus gardens. 

How fast an ant walks depends on several things, such as 
the ant‘s size, whether it’s carrying a leaf piece, and also 
the size of the piece. Traffic along the foraging trail also 
affects ant speed, and they walk more quickly when equal 
numbers of ants are traveling to and from the nest. 
Head-on collisions, which happen quite often and are 
probably a means of swapping information, slow them 
down as well. 

Leaf-Cutter Ant
Scientific name:  Atta cephalotes 
(How to say it: ATT-uh seff-uh-LOW-tees)

The highly social leaf-cutter ant is named for its habit of 
cutting leaves and carrying them back to its underground 
nest. The ants do not eat the leaves. Instead, the leaf 
fragments are used as compost to grow a fungus; the ants 
eat the fungus. The Atta ants have been farming fungus 
for about 50 million years, but humans only started 
farming about 10,000 years ago!

A leaf-cutter ant colony has a single queen that lays all the 
eggs and up to eight million workers that tend the 
gardens, forage for leaves, and defend the nest.

Fast Facts
Lifespan: Worker – 1 to 2 years; Queen – 15 to 20 years
Habitat: Tropical forests in Central and South America
Diet: Fungus

Use your race track to 
find out which are faster:
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