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Are you left or right handed?
What about your friends and family?  Do you think primates at the 
Zoo will use their left hand or their right hand more often? Why do 
you think so? Time to find out! 

Pen

Find primates in Gorilla World, Jungle 
Trails, Monkey Island, and Gibbon Island.

15 minutes (Including walking time)

Don’t have much time? Investigate just 
one kind of primate, such as gorillas.

TURN OVER!

WHAT YOU NEED

Like us, these primates use their hands for lots of things 
including picking up food, scratching, throwing, 
playing with toys, and hanging from branches.
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Note:
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1. Pick Your Primates
Choose two or three of your 
favorite kinds of primates 
from the Primates Guide.

Primates Guide to find 
where they are.  Walk to your first 
primate’s exhibit.  (For example, 
Jungle Trails for orangutans)

Watch ALL the primates in 
the exhibit for 1 minute. (For 
example, all the orangutans)

Every time any of the primates 
uses its left or right hand, 
stamp it on the Score Card.

When time’s up, count 
the stamps in the LEFT 
and RIGHT columns.

7. Write Totals
Write the totals from 
your Score Cards for 
each primate type.

8. Add It Up!
Add up ALL of the 
LEFTs and ALL of 
the RIGHTs.

6. Repeat For Other Primates
Repeat Step 2 through Step 5 for 
each of the primates you picked.
Use a new Score Card for each 
type of primate.
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YOURS TO KEEP!YOURS TO KEEP!     YOURS TO KEEP!
Take this home, have more fun, and 
find your GOODIES on the web at ...

www.WildResearch.orgwww.WildResearch.orgwww.WildResearch.org
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What did you discover?
Did primates use their left hand or their 
right hand more often?

LEFT
HAND

RIGHT
HAND

YES NO

Today’s Investigation!
LEFTY or RIGHTY?
Are you a lefty or a righty? Most people are right-
handed, but about one person in ten prefers to use the 
left hand to do things, such as write and hold a fork. Why 
do you think that is?

Perhaps animals prefer to use one hand -- or paw, or side 
of the body -- over the other, too.

Primates are our closest relatives. Do primates use a 
particular hand more than the other? If so, which is it: the 
left hand or the right? Apes, such as gorillas and gibbons, 
are more closely related to humans than monkeys are. 
Are apes more likely to show handedness than monkeys? 

And how does primate handedness compare to other 
animals’ hand or paw use?

Western Lowland Gorilla
 Gorilla gorilla gorilla

Gorillas are the largest living primates. A gorilla must 
spend most of its day eating plants to maintain its large 
size. Despite its massive size and ferocious reputation, 
the gorilla is actually a peaceful and social animal. Goril-
las and humans are close relatives, and share many 
things in common. They are very intelligent, have emo-
tions and personalities, and live in family groups.

What's Next?
Do you think other animals are right or left handed?
Try the same experiment with tigers, parrots, and bears. 
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