
 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden Academic Standards 
Animal Demonstration: Life Cycles: PreK – 2, 3-5 

National Science Educational 
Standards 

K-4, Characteristics of organisms. Life cycles of organisms. 3-5: Organisms and environments. Structure and function in living 
systems. Regulation and behavior. 

Benchmarks for Science Literacy 
(Project 2061) 

K-2, Some animals and plants are alike in the way they look and in the things they do, and others are very different from one 
another. There is variation among individuals within a population. Offspring are very much, but not exactly, like their parents 
and like one another. 3-5: Insects and various other organisms depend on dead plant and animal material for food (5D/E2), 

Ohio Science Academic Content 
Standards 

Early Learning: Life Science, 4. Match familiar adult family members, plants and animals with their young. 5. Recognize 
physical differences among the same class of people, plants or animals. K, LS 3 Describe how plants and animals usually 
resemble their parents, 4 Investigate variations that exist among individuals of the same kind of plant or animal, 5 
Investigate observable feathers of plants and animals that help them live in different kinds of places. 4,A5: Describe how 
organisms interact with one another in various ways; B2: Relate plant structures to their specific functions. 5,B1: Describe 
the role of producers in the transfer of energy entering ecosystems as sunlight to chemical energy through photosynthesis; 
B2: Explain how almost all kinds of animals’ food can be traced back to plants; B3: Trace the organization of simple food 
chains and food webs 

Kentucky Core Content—Science KYECS M1.3, Matches objects; Sorts objects by one or more attributes. SC-04-4.6.1: Students will analyze patterns and make 
generalizations about the basic relationships of plants and animals in an ecosystem (food chain) 

Indiana Science Standards F.3.9 Observe and explore a variety of live plants and animals. F.3.11 Identify plants and animals as living things. F.3.12. 
Identify non-living things. F.3.13 Sort things by attribute or characteristic. 3.4.4: Describe that almost all kinds of animals’ 
food can be traced back to plants. 4.4.2: Investigate, observe and describe that insects and various other organisms depend 
on dead plant and animal material for food; 4.4.3: Observe and describe that organisms interact with one another in various 
ways, such as providing food, pollination and seed dispersal. 4.4.4: Observe and describe that some source of energy is 
needed for all organisms to stay alive and grow 

 


