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GOING TO BATTLE 
FOR A SALAMANDER

The Black Warrior Waterdog

By Monica Stoops, Erik Keyster and Christopher DeChant    
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A
mphibians are experiencing a global crisis.  
From loss of habitat to the emergence of 
deadly diseases, amphibians are facing extinc-

tion at higher rates than any other group of animals.  
Over a decade ago, scientists at the Center for 
Conservation and Research of Endangered Wildlife 
(CREW) at the Cincinnati Zoo responded to the cri-
sis and initiated an amphibian research program to 
address captive breeding challenges in toads.  Today, 
CREW scientists and Cincinnati Zoo Amphibian keep-
ers have expanded the program to include one the 
most endangered salamander species in the United 
States, the black warrior waterdog (Necturus alaba-
mensis).  The story of how and why CREW is going 
to battle for this warrior of a salamander serves as an 
example of how individuals and institutions can take 
a lead in developing new conservation programs for 
amphibian species in need.  
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