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What is a Rain Barrel?
A rain barrel is a simple water 
collector that captures and stores 
rain water that runs off of your 
roof.

How is it Green?
Collecting rain water in a barrel cuts 
down on the amount of rain that washes 
into streams, rivers, and sewers. By 
doing so, it prevents flooding, erosion, 
and pollution. The water captured in a 
rain barrel can be used to water lawns 
and gardens, reducing overall water 
consumption.

How Does it Work?
A rain barrel can be a simple 
pickle barrel, 55 gallon drum, or a 
commercially designed system. The 
barrel connects to the downspout of a 
gutter, collecting rain water as it runs 
off the roof. A spigot near the bottom 
of the barrel provides an easy way to 
drain and reuse the water for irrigation 
as necessary. A series of rain barrels 
can be connected to collect overflow 
in areas with heavy rain falls. A tight-
fitting lid is important to prevent 
mosquitoes from breeding. 

Using a rain barrel can 
save more than 1,000 

gallons of water over a 
single summer.



Why Would I use a Rain Barrel at my House?
A rain barrel benefits the environment as well as cuts down your water costs for washing 
the car or irrigating lawns, gardens, and houseplants. It is an inexpensive and low 
maintenance way to conserve water and reduce rain water runoff.
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Where Can I Get One?
Rain barrels can be purchased locally at Home Depot, Lowe’s, or Park + Vine. 

A good online source is 
Simply Rain Barrels at  
www.simplyrainbarrels.com.

Learn more about how to Go Green at www.cincinnatizoo.org. 
Click on Saving the Earth, and then on Go Green.

How Much Does It Cost?
Depending on the type of rain barrel, the cost 
ranges from $50.00 and higher. Alternatively, you 
could build your own rain barrel using a 55 gallon 
plastic drum or a garbage can.

Download instructions on how to 
build your own rain barrel from 
the Civic Garden Center at 
www.civicgardencenter.org/garden_
files/resources.htm. 

For More Information
Hamilton County Storm Water District  Civic Garden Center
     www.hamilton-co.org/stormwater/  www.civicgardencenter.org


