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                   Frisch’s Outreach 
                          Habitat, Sweet Habitat 

                                   Pre-K,  K 
 

 

 

Time requirement 
30 minutes 

 

Group size and grades 

Group size (up to 30 students) 

Grade Pre-K, K 

    

Goals 
Students will begin to understand that animals find their survival needs within their 

habitat. 

 

Objectives 
 

1. Students will be able to the name four basic needs of survival – food, water, 

shelter, and space. 

 

2.  Students will be able to define a habitat as an animal’s home. 

 

3. Students will be able to observe visiting classroom animals and discover their  

     particular needs for survival. 

 

4. Students will be able to observe visiting classroom animals and determine their 

habitat . 

 

  5. Students will tell how that habitat provides the animals with food, water, shelter,  

     and space. 

 

     . 

Theme 
Every living thing needs to have food, water, shelter, and space to survive. 

 

Sub-themes 
Animals will find their unique needs for food, water, shelter, and space within their 

particular habitats. 

At a glance 
Students will begin to understand many different 

environments support different animals. 
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Academic standards 

Ohio Career and 

College Ready 

Standards- Science 

 
 Strand –LS 

 

Grade Band Theme: Observations of the Environment  

 

Topic: Observations of Living Things  

This topic focuses on observing, exploring and describing  

external 

 physically observable characteristics and behaviors of 

 plants and animals found in their local natural 

 environment, in classrooms and in homes.  

 

CONTENT STATMENTS 

 

There are many distinct environments in Ohio that 

 Support different kinds of organisms.  

-Plants and animals have traits that improve their chances  

Of living in different environments.  

-Plants and animals in Ohio interact with one another for 

 food, shelter and nesting.  

 

 Similarities and differences exist among individuals  

of the same kinds of plants and animals.  

-Individuals among plants and animals of the same kind 

 Show greater likeness than difference, even though they 

 vary in some traits and behaviors.  

-Living things have physical traits and behaviors, which 

 influence their survival.  

-Physical traits and behaviors of plants and animals are  

sometimes the same and sometimes different from the  

characteristics ascribed to them in stories.  
    

Kentucky Core 

Content— 

 

Preschool –Ages 3-4 

 

Demonstrates scientific ways of thinking and working. 

       1.2      investigate scientific concepts 

     

  1.5     make predictions based on past scientific          

                 knowledge 

Life Science-Primary - Grade Four 

  Characteristics of an Organism  SC-E-3.1.2 

  Organisms & Their Environments  SC-E-3.3.2 

 

 

 

 





Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
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Background 
All living things have basics needs for 

survival.  Food, water, shelter, and space 

are vital for their existence.   

Wild animals secure these needs for 

themselves. They do so by using their 

unique adaptations /traits (body parts or 

behaviors) within the environment.  

Animals are uniquely suited to the areas 

in which they live.  They can survive 

only in areas where their particular food, 

water requirement, shelter, and  

appropriate space needs are met.  Areas 

that fill those needs thereby enabling the 

animals to survive are called their 

habitats.  Like our human homes, 

habitats provide everything that an 

animal needs to live. 

Habitats are as diverse as the animals 

that live in them allowing for a natural 

balance in our world. 

 

Vocabulary 
 

Community-  a group of people who live 

in the same area, or the area in which 

they live 

 

Habitat-  the natural conditions and 

environment in which a plant or animal 

lives 

 

Shelter-  structure or building that 

provides cover from weather or 

protection against danger 

 

Space-   room to fit or accommodate 

something or somebody 

 

Survive-  not die or disappear; able to 

live or function 

 

        

 

 

 

Resources  

 
Broda, Herbert, Schoolyard Enhanced 

Learning: Using the Outdoors As An 

Instructional Tool, Stenhouse Publishers, 

2007. 

 

Louv, Richard. Last Child in the Woods: 

Saving Our Children From Nature 

Deficit Disorder. Algonquin Books, 

2005. 

 

Sobel, David, Place Based Education: 

Connecting Classrooms and 

Communities, Orion Society, 2004 

 

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 

www.cincinnatizoo.org  

 

Earth Expeditions 

cincinnatizoo, org/earth expeditions 

 

Kentucky Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 

kdfwr.state.ky.us/kfwis/speciesInfo/spec

iesInfo.asp 

 

National Geographic Kids 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids 

 

National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 

Schoolyard Habitats Program 

www.mwf.org/schoolyard/index/ 

cfm 

 

Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources 

www.dnr.state.oh.us/ 

 

Project Dragonfly 

www.muohio.edu/dragonfly 

 

Project Feeder Watch 

www birds.cornell.edu/pfw/index.html 

(classroom data gathering) 

 

Project Wild 

http://wwwprojectwild.org 

http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/
http://www.mwf.org/schoolyard/index/
http://www.muohio.edu/dragonfly
http://wwwprojectwild.org/

