
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden Trivia for Use with General Public  
 

Purpose: To engaged and entertain visitors on grounds. 
 

Directions: 
1. Approach visitors with a smile and ask if they’re having a good time at the Zoo. 
2. Ask visitors if they’ve ever wondered…(insert trivia question).  
3. Give them a chance to guess. 
4. If they don’t know the answer right away, give them hints or clues to guide them. 
5. Once they know the answer, give a brief explanation of the short answer. 
6. Then relate the question to a relevant piece of Zoo news or information.  
7. Encourage visitors to do something specific related to that information, such as stopping by a particular animal 

exhibit, going to a certain show or encounter, or taking a specific conservation action. 
 

How many ounces of blood does a vampire bat drink in one night? 
Short answer: Less than one ounce (1-2 tablespoons) 
 
Explanation: Vampire bats don’t suck blood, however. Instead, they make a tiny slit in an animal’s 
skin with its razor-sharp front teeth and lap it up. No need to worry; vampire bats don’t live in Ohio 
and they feed on livestock and wild animals such as tapirs and deer, not humans. 
 
Suggested activity: Go check out the vampire bat exhibit in the new Night Hunters exhibit.  
 

How many men would it take to beat a male gorilla in a tug of war? 
Short answer: At least eight 
 
Explanation: A male gorilla has the estimated strength of at least eight men. Despite its massive 
size and strength, the gorilla is actually a peaceful animal and only exerts its power if it feels 
threatened. 
 
Zoo news/information: Cell phones contain a mineral, coltan, which is mined in the African 
rainforests where gorillas live. By recycling cell phones, we reduce the demand for new coltan 
and protect gorilla habitat. Last year the Zoo collected and recycled over 10,000 cell phones. 
This year our goal is 25,000! 
 
Suggested activity: Drop off any old cell phones you have at the Zoo to help us save gorillas. 
 

How far can a cougar jump in a single bound? 

Short answer: More than 30 feet 
 
Explanation: The cougar (also known as puma or mountain lion) stalks prey until it gets within 
striking distance and then launches itself at the intended target. It can cover more than 30 feet 
in a single bound.  
 
Suggested activity: To see cougars in action, check out the cougar Animal Encounter 
(see Zoo map for days/times).   
 



 
How often does a sloth go to the bathroom? 
Short answer: About once a week 
 
Explanation: The sloth is not lazy, just slow. Instead of foraging all day long to get enough energy 
from the leaves it eats, the sloth conserves energy by being inactive. With such a slow metabolism, 
it takes a while to digest a meal and only needs to go to the bathroom once a week. 
 
Zoo news/information: Do you know Moe? Slow Moe, that is. She’s our celebrity two-toed sloth 
that hangs out in the Discovery Forest.  
 
Suggested activity: Go hang out with Moe in the Discovery Forest. While you’re there, see if you can find one of the 
three hidden shaman! 
 
 

How many heads of lettuce do our manatees eat in a single day? 
Short answer: About 150 heads of lettuce 
 
Explanation: As an herbivore, a manatee eats up to 7% of its body weight in plants 
(mostly sea grass) each day to get enough nutrition. Thus, a 1,800-pound manatee like 
Betsy could eat about 125 pounds of food a day. 
 
Zoo news/information: Eating a lot of greens gives a manatee a lot of gas. Have you ever heard a 
manatee pass gas?  
 
Suggested activity: When you visit Manatee Springs, look for the button you can push to hear the sound of a manatee 
passing gas. You can find out more about manatees from their keepers every day at during scheduled Animal Encounters 
(see Zoo map for days/times). 
 
 

What is the strongest animal in the world? 

Short answer: Hercules beetle 
 
Explanation: A Hercules beetle can lift 850 times its own weight. That’s the 
equivalent of a man carrying 80 cars! At about 2 ounces, a Hercules beetle can lift 100 
pounds—the size of a large dog—at one time. It uses its strength to forage through 
heavy leaf litter on the forest floor, quickly dig its way to safety, and win mates.  
 
Zoo news/information: Did you know that we were the first zoo to devote an entire exhibit building to 
insects? The World of the Insect building recently celebrated its 30th anniversary.  
 
Suggested activity: Meet some of our most impressive six-legged critters up close and personal during a Meet-a-
Zookeeper program in World of the Insect at (see Zoo map for days/times).  
 
 
 



How much trash does the average American create in a single day? 
Short answer: 4½ pounds! 
 

Explanation: About 1/3 of our waste is recycled, and the rest is sent to landfills, burned in combusters, or finds its way 
into the natural environment. How can we cut down on the amount of garbage we produce? Reduce, reuse, and recycle!  
 

Zoo news/information: The Zoo has really stepped up its efforts to go green and conserve natural resources that are 
important to saving wildlife.   
 

Suggested activity: Be sure to stop by the Go Green Garden to learn how the Zoo is going green, and find out how you 
can, too. And keep your eye out for solar panels, solar compacting trash cans, and green roofs as you walk through the 
Zoo. 
 

How often does a goose poop? 
Short answer: Every 12 minutes 
 
Explanation: Why do birds poop so much? Birds need to be as light as possible to fly. Storing their 
waste would just weigh them down. Most birds don’t even have bladders. 
 

Zoo news/information: We have more than 100 different kinds of birds exhibited throughout the 
Zoo and plenty of native birds make their homes here, too. 
 

Suggested activity: Don’t miss the Bird Show down at the Wings of Wonder at (insert time & days). Remember to keep 
your mouth closed if one of the birds flies over your head, just in case. 
 

How many neck bones does a giraffe have? 
Short answer: Seven 
 

Explanation: Giraffes have the same number of neck bones as most other mammals, including people. 
Their neck bones are just much larger and longer relative to their body size than ours are. 
 

Zoo news/information: Did you know you can feed a giraffe here at the Zoo? 
 

Suggested activity: Head to the Giraffe Ridge exhibit during their regularly scheduled feeding times. 
 

How thick is a polar bear’s layer of blubber? 
Short answer: Four inches 
 

Explanation: A four-inch layer of blubber (fat) helps to insulate a polar bear from the extreme cold of an Arctic winter, 
during which the average temperature is minus 30°F.  
 

Zoo news/information: We’ve been trying to breed our polar bears, but breeding polar bears in 
zoos is tricky. If a female is pregnant, she needs to be able to den up over the winter. CREW scientists 
have developed a pregnancy test for polar bears, which should help us produce cubs soon.  
 

Suggested activity: Be sure to visit our polar bears during your visit today. You can even meet a bear keeper at the 
exhibit at (confirm time). 


