
King Penguin 
 

Scientific name: Aptenodytes patagonicus (Pronounced “Ap-ten-uh-DIE-tees” “pat-uh-GONE-uh-cus”) 

 

Its genus name (Aptenodytes) means “featherless diver”. When viewed from far away, penguins don’t 

appear to have any feathers at all, but upon closer inspection, it’s clear they have feathers like any 

other bird (and actually have MORE feathers per square inch of skin than other types of birds – about 

70 feathers per square inch!). 

 

Its species name (patagonicus) refers to the region in which it’s found (Patagonia). 

 

Relatives: There are two species of penguin in the genus Aptenodytes – the King Penguin and the 

Emperor Penguin. These two penguins together are known as the “Great Penguins”. 

 

Size: King Penguins are shorter than Emperor Penguins. Kings are about 90 cm (3 feet) tall and 

weigh about 11 to 16 kg (24 to 35 pounds!). Kings are the world’s second largest penguin (the 

Emperor Penguin is the largest). 

 

Habitat : King Penguins live in colonies on islands off the coast of Antarctica. 

 

Predators: Adult Kings are eaten by leopard seals and orcas (killer whales). Young chicks are eaten 

by shore birds. 

 

Speed: King Penguins can swim about 7.5 miles per hour. Michael Phelps (Olympic swimmer) can 

do about 4.5 miles per hour. 

 

Breeding : Female Kings lay a single egg, and both males and females incubate the eggs on their 

feet. The egg is laid in the spring (Nov- March), and incubated for 54 days through the summer. 

Chicks are reared in the winter (May-Aug). When the chick is several months old, the parents will 

take to the sea to feed, leaving the chick to fast for up to four months over the winter (May-Aug). 

When the parents return, they resume feedings until the chick fledges, sometime between 10 and 13 

months old. The parents are only able to produce two chicks every three years. King penguins do not 

mate for life and usually change partners each breeding season. King Penguins have the longest 

breeding cycle of any bird in the world – it takes them 14 to 16 months to fledge a single chick! 

 

Conservation : Earlier this century the population on South Georgia was nearly destroyed, animals 

being killed for oil and pelts, and a large fishing industry was taking their prey items. The population 

has since rebounded, and numbers here and elsewhere are increasing. 

 

Diet : 99% of their diet is made up of lantern fish, but they also eat some squid and crustaceans 

 

Population in the wild: About 2 million 

 



Interesting Facts: King Penguins can dive up to 1600 feet! Penguins’ eyes work better underwater 

than they do in the air, giving them superior eyesight to spot prey while hunting, even in cloudy or 

murky water. King Penguins don’t hop – unlike other penguins, they can run!  


