
Night Hunters – Cougar Chat 
Theme: Protecting our nation’s largest wild cat 
 
Animal Bios 
Name: Joseph 
DOB: September 18, 2010 
Weight: 125-130lbs 
Diet: eat about 2-3lbs/day 
 
Name: Tecumseh 
DOB: September 18, 2010 
Weight: 125-130lbs 
Diet: eat about 2-3lbs/day 
 
Introduction 
 
Hello everybody, and welcome to the CZBG’s cougar encounter. My name is _______ and I’d 
like to introduce you to our rambunctious __ year old cougars, Joseph and Tecumseh. 
 
Look at these cats! They are majestic, strong, playful, and they are very intelligent. Joseph and 
Tecumseh are brothers that came to us from a zoo in Iowa when they were just six weeks old. It 
is the same time you would take a pet puppy or kitten home with you. Just like it is important 
to begin to train a new puppy when you bring it home, training with our cougars began as soon 
as they came to the zoo!  
 
At about 130 lbs right now, Joseph and Tecumseh are full grown. As youngsters they sport black 
spots – you may have seen them when these cats were young cubs in the nursery.  These guys 
are all grown up and the spots are gone, now they are this beautiful sandy blonde color helps 
them camouflage! 
 
Training 
 
The training we use here at the zoo is called “operant conditioning.” Now, that’s a fancy way of 
saying “positive reinforcement.”  As you can see, the cats are traveling around their exhibit and 
getting treats (raw meatballs) in these specially designed motorized boxes that not only give a 
treat, but also emit a sound before doing so.  When the cougar hears the sound, they follow it 
to the silver box. The keeper is able to open each box individually and release the treat.  This is 
how we keep them active, mentally and physically, and how we can show off what they can do!   
 
All of that is pretty cool and very fun, but there is even another reason that we teach them 
certain behaviors. (Ask for guesses of why that might be.) It really helps keep them healthy!  If 
we need to see if something is wrong, or if we need to give them medicine, having a good and 
already established relationship with the animal makes a night and day difference! Since these 
cats are comfortable with their keepers, they are able to practice routine medical procedures to 
make it less scary if they ever need to see the vet. 
 
History 
 



These cougars were named for two visionary leaders; Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce (nĕz' pûrs') 
people and Tecumseh of the Shawnee people. Both of these leaders are known for their dream 
of living in land with room for all beings to live in balance. Here at the Cincinnati Zoo and 
Botanical Garden, we’ve raised them to be ambassadors for their species. We hope that you 
will find them as amazing as we do and join us in celebrating and protecting our nation’s largest 
wild cat! 
 
Range 
 
Cougars once roamed throughout North and South America, including right here in Ohio and 
possibly the ground you are standing on. They ranged all the way into Canada and down into 
Chile. Over such a wide range, cougars were given more than 70 different names. Can anyone 
tell me another name for the cougar? (take a few answers from the crowd) Some common ones 
are “puma” and “mountain lion.” If you check out the signs as you exit today, you can see many 
other names they have been called.  
 
Adaptations 
 
One of the most fitting names for the cougar is “the one-who-watches.” Cougars are specially 
designed to hunt by hiding behind bushes and rocks and then ambushing their prey. Notice, as 
they move smoothly and effortlessly around their enclosure just how well they are adapted to 
move around their rocky environment. 
 
One of their most fascinating and exciting adaptations is their ability to jump. Cougars have 
been known to jump more than 16 feet straight up! Horizontally, they can clear 45 feet in a 
single bound! (point out where signs are near exhibit) They also run up to 35 mph. 
 
Diet 
 
Their amazing jumping ability helps the cougar catch its favorite prey, the white-tailed deer.  As 
a top predator, their diet varies from something as small as an insect to something as large as a 
moose, but deer and elk are the most common prey. In the wild a cougar might hunt a 
porcupine, depending on if their mom taught them how.  They are not born knowing that the 
porcupine is softer on the belly side and can be flipped over for a meal, but if their mom taught 
them that, they are certainly able to broaden their food options!  
 
An adult cougar can eat up to 10 lbs of meat in one sitting. That would be like you or I eating 40 
hamburgers at once! Here at the Zoo, we try to mimic a natural diet as close as possible. We 
feed them a variety of meat, such as beef, quail, rat, mice, and rabbit. They also get a specially 
formulated carnivore diet that provides the vitamins and minerals they need to be healthy and 
strong. Here, they eat two times a day and a total of about 3 lbs each.   
 
Conservation 
 
As I said earlier, cougars used to range across the United States. Today, they still survive in the 
wild lands out west and a small population lives in Florida, which is called the Florida Panther. 
Hope for the cougar comes from its supreme adaptability, but they need our help with 
conserving their habitat. Cougars can thrive in desert, forest, mountains, and swamp; but they 
need a lot of cover and something to pounce on, so conserving the environment is essential to 
the cougar’s survival. 



 
Wrap-Up 
 
This exhibit was built with cougars in mind. In fact, the entire exhibit was built specifically for 
Joseph and Tecumseh and what they needed and enjoyed the most as they are growing up. 
They will live out their lives here at the Zoo, which should be about 15 to 20 years. We certainly 
hope you little ones out there will come back often to visit and grow up alongside our boys.  
 
On behalf of the Zoo, I thank you for coming out to meet these awesome animals today. If you 
have any questions, I’ll be around for a few minutes and will do my best to answer them. 
 
(Suggest other Animal Encounters scheduled on the map to direct them to) 
 
 
Notes 
 
The ideal will be 15 minute interaction.  This can include Q&A, but as you know on any given day 
you may get a lot of questions and you may not get any.  Use these chunks of info to fill in where 
it’s appropriate.   
 
Background info 
Operant Conditioning 
These trainers (Megan-Kate and Kathy) created a very strong bond with these animals from a 
very young age. As I said before, we got them when they were 6 weeks old. Every minute of 
every day for the first 8 months they saw either Megan-Kate or Kathy, and in some ways they 
take the place of their mothers. 
 
Operant conditioning is what you call the training that they are using.  This is a way to positively 
reinforce behaviors they are looking for and training them to do what the might do in the wild.  
This specially designed exhibit has these motorized boxes that not only give a treat but emit a 
sound before doing so.  When the cougar hears the sound they know they are going to get the 
treat they were working for!  
 
Sometimes after the encounter, Amanda will bring over either one or both cats to the back 
fence to practice standing up (paws up on fence) for nail trims, opening their mouth to check 
out teeth and mouth health, and other behaviors. Wait until you know she will work on these 
before you talk about them. 


