
Dragons! – Komodo Dragon Chat 
Theme: Powerful hunters. 
 
Animal Bio 
Name: Hudo 
DOB: January 14, 2003 
Weight: 95 lbs (fluctuates about 5 lbs) 
Diet: 2-3 lbs/week 
 
Background 
 
Hudo, pronounced “Hoo-dough,” is named after an Indonesian town. He came to us in 2010 
from the Indianapolis Zoo, where he was a loaner exhibit. He was born at the Denver Zoo and is 
the “grandson” of the CZBG’s former Komodo dragon, Naga. (Naga was a donation to the US to 
former President George H.W. Bush from the Indonesian government.) 
 
Introduction 
 
Hi, my name is _________, and welcome to the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden’s Dragons 
exhibit! 
 
Let me introduce you to Hudo, our very own Komodo Dragon. Komodo dragons are a type of 
monitor lizard from Indonesia, including the Komodo Islands. In fact, they are the largest lizard 
in the world! They can get up to 10 ft long, but our Hudo is only about 7 ft. Some of 
you may remember Naga, a Komodo dragon that lived here at the zoo years ago. Hudo is 
actually Naga's “grandson.” Hudo is __ years old, but he still has a lot of living to do, as 
Komodos can live up to 50-60 years! 
 
Komodo dragons are fierce hunters. They are great swimmers, climbers (point out long nails 
used for tree climbing) and are great on land too. You may be wondering why they would need 
to be good climbers. Well, baby Komodo Dragons spend most of their time in trees to avoid 
becoming prey for larger Komodo Dragons.  (And you think we have it tough!)  
 
Diet 
 
A Komodo dragon can actually swallow its prey whole, and they will fill up on enough food to 
account for 80% of their body weight in a single meal. Take Hudo right here, he is right around 
100 pounds. If you do the math, he could eat up to 80 lbs in one sitting. Pretty impressive, 
right? 

 
Here at CZBG, Hudo eats foods like chicks, fish, eggs and rodents. In the wild, Komodo Dragons 
eat animals like deer, but they are also known to take down an animal as big as a water buffalo. 
The Komodo dragon will bite large prey, let them walk away, and wait out the animal’s death. 
The animal’s blood pressure will get very low and will eventually die from the slow acting 
venom found within the Komodo's mouth. The prey usually ends up dying from blood poisoning 
caused by the bacteria in the dragon’s saliva days after the bite, so a Komodo dragon has to 
patiently wait for its dinner.  

 



 
Hunting Skills 
 
Komodo dragons have replaceable sets of teeth, like sharks. They also have a flexible jaw that 
lets them eat bigger chunks of food. The dragon will use its amazing sense of smell and taste to 
track down the carcass and it will then have a meal. They are great trackers and can follow a 
scent up to 5 miles away. While Hudo might look kind of slow paced, Komodos are known to go 
as fast as 11 MPH!  
 
You may notice that Hudo sticks his tongue out frequently while he’s in his exhibit. He is using 
his long tongue to sniff out prey. Typically, they lay and wait for a passing snack, then use their 
powerful legs and teeth to bring down their meal. They are able to see passing prey up to 980ft 
away, which is about the length of three Bengals’ fields. Clearly, they are efficient hunters! 
 
Wrap-Up 
 
I hope you have enjoyed watching Hudo snack today! If you have any questions, feel free to 
ask. There's still a lot more to do and see here at CZBG, try to check out (suggest other animal 
encounters to attend). 
 


