
Cat Canyon – Malayan Tiger Chat 
Theme: King of the jungle 
 
Animal Bios 
Name: Taj (male) 
DOB: July 30, 2007 
Weight: 250lbs 
Diet: eats about 8lbs a day 
Born: Sedgwick County Zoo / Wichita, KS 
 
Name: Whodey (male) 
DOB: July 30, 2007 
Weight: 250lbs 
Diet: eats about 8lbs a day 
Born: Sedgwick County Zoo / Wichita, KS 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning, and welcome to the Cincinnati Zoo’s brand new exhibit in Cat Canyon featuring 
our Malayan Tigers. My name is _____, and I am so excited to introduce you to our two male 
tigers that are new to making the Cincinnati Zoo their home. These two cats are brothers: Taj 
(point out – has more black on his tail) and Whodey. 
 
King of the Jungle 
 
Tigers are known as the top predator in the habitats where they are found. They call the 
tropical forests and jungles of Malaysia and Thailand their home, and use their supreme ability 
to stealthily hunt for their food in the forest. With no natural predators, tigers are truly the 
“king of the jungle.” All tiger species are native to Asia, and Malayan tigers are the smallest 
subspecies.  
 
Stripes and Markings 
 
One of the most noticeable features on a tiger are their striking orange and black stripes. What 
do you think their stripes are for? (take a few guesses) Well, this pattern is useful for helping to 
camouflage. The jungle is dense and has lots of vegetation, as the sun shines through the trees 
to the forest floor it creates lots of shadows and bright spots. As the tiger hides in the tall 
grasses on the edges of the forests while waiting to catch its prey, these stripes help them to 
blend in.  (For more background: Many prey species also only see in black and white, so the 
orange color of a tiger doesn’t “give them away.” Think about hunters that wear bright orange 
to be recognized by other hunters, but the deer never see them.) 
 



You may have noticed that they have white fur on their stomachs and on some parts of their 
faces, but I want to point out one of their most unique white markings. Every tiger has a white 
spot on the back of each ear called an “eyespot.” From behind, it looks like the tiger is watching 
you instead of facing the other way. Talk about having eyes in the back of your head! Though 
they are the top predator in the jungle, they still need to camouflage so that they don’t miss a 
chance to catch their prey. Just like a cheetah’s spots or our own fingerprints, each tiger has a 
striping pattern that is unique to them. Believe it or not, it’s not just the tiger’s fur that is 
striped – the skin underneath has the same striping pattern as their coat! 
 
Diet 
 
These cats are at the top of the food chain in the jungle. This means that they get the top 
choice for food when it comes to dinnertime. Some of the tiger’s favorite meals include goats, 
cattle, wild boars, deer, and even sun bears. Being as large as 6-8 feet long and between 150-
350 pounds, a Malayan tiger needs a lot of food to stay healthy and strong! Tigers in the wild 
typically live solitary lives, so there’s no need to share their dinner with anyone else. Believe it 
or not, tigers love their leftovers! They eat until they are full, then cover up their food with 
leaves and dirt, and return to it when they are hungry again until it is all gone. They can even 
eat up to 30 pounds of food in one sitting.  
 
Sleep 
 
All of that eating and hunting can make even a big cat tired; just like our domestic cats, they 
sleep between 18 and 20 hours each day. Other than eating and sleeping, Malayan tigers are 
one of the few species of cats that enjoy playing in the water and using it as a way to cool 
down. 
 
Agility 
 
When we’re talking about speed and agility, tigers are quicker and more graceful than most 
other animals in the Asian jungles. In fact, a tiger can run up to 60 miles per hour at top speed! 
They must step very carefully in the jungle as to not make any sound when stalking their prey, 
so the bottoms of their feet are padded and soft. They retract their claws while they are 
walking, so they leave no tracks in the forests. Tigers use their long tails to help balance when 
making sharp turns while chasing prey. 
 
Of course, this speed, grace, and supreme ability to hunt takes practice. In each litter, there can 
be up to 5 cubs born at one time. When a Malayan tiger cub is born, it weighs about 2 pounds 
and is blind and helpless. Until a cub is about two years old, it hangs out with mom to learn the 
ropes about hunting, stalking, and how to survive as the king of the jungle.  
 
Conservation 
 



Tigers throughout Asia are respected and protected in some areas, but there are still ways that 
we can help make sure the Malayan tiger is around for years to come.  
 
Thank you so much for stopping by and meeting these incredible boys, if you are interested in 
joining me further I am headed up to talk about snow leopards next.  I would be happy to 
answer any questions about any of the cats on our way up there. 


