
Wolf Woods – North American River Otter Chat 
Theme: Adaptations and Local Conservation 
 

Animal Bios 
Name: Nero 
DOB: February 16, 1998 
Weight: 21 lbs 
 
Name: Zoe 
DOB: December 15, 1997 
Weight: 18 lbs 
 
Diet and Enrichment: Both fed twice daily, 1 lb each of herring and capelin in the morning and 
afternoon. They also get mice, hardboiled eggs, ground beef, and cat chow. For enrichment, 
they get live fish, clams, and squid occasionally as well as toys. 
 
Background 
The River Otter display at Wolf Woods tells the story of the recovery of the river otter in Ohio 
and the tri-state. Many of the exhibit signs support this theme. Get familiar with the signs and 
use them during your talk. For example, the sign that shows the counties where otters now live 
in Ohio is very effective when making the point of local otter conversation being a success 
story. 
 
A good spot to do the talk is stand on either side of the underwater viewing window. Usually 
the otters come out of their log and swim during the talk. Visitors enjoy this level of interaction 
in what is one of the more conversational and casual animal talks. 
 
Welcome & Introduction  
 
Welcome to the CZBG and to “Wolf Woods”, home of our North American river otter exhibit. 
My name is _________, and I’d love to tell you about our otters. (Ask how their day at the Zoo 
is going; make contact with a few of the guests) 
 
We have two otters, “Nero” the male (or boy) and Zoe, the female (or the girl). You can tell 
them apart because Nero is bigger than Zoe, and his eyes are larger and appear to have 
cataracts. Zoe is smaller and usually is the otter “out in front,” with Nero following her around.  
 

Point out the two otters and show the guests how you are telling the two apart, look for 
confirmation that they know who is who. You can quiz a few of various ages in 
identifying the otters. 

 
They are both __ years old, which is middle-age for otters. Nero was born at a Zoo in Tennessee 
and Zoe was born at a nature center in Florida, and have lived here since they were young.  
 
 
Natural History 
 
There are over a dozen species of otters found around the world, and they are a member of the 
weasel family. Some of their relatives you might have heard of include ferrets, skunks and 
wolverines. Members of this family are tough, usually smaller to mid-sized, with most species 



weighing less than 30 lbs. They are often predators, stalking small prey. As far as otters are 
concerned, almost any small animal in the water, like frogs, fish or insects, can be a meal! 
 
Otters do most of their hunting during dawn and dusk, which is called “crepuscular.” It’s the 
middle ground between being “nocturnal,” or active at night, and “diurnal,” or active during the 
day. 
 

You can engage the group with a discussion of the terms nocturnal, crepuscular and 
diurnal; they are often surprised to learn new words such as crepuscular…. 

 
If you come to the Zoo early or later in the day then otters are more active, and during the 
middle of the day you will find them napping. 
 
Adaptations 
 
An otter’s body shape, and many other adaptations, are designed for spending a lot of time in 
the water. Otters are semi-aquatic, so they hunt for their prey in the water. As you can, see 
they are very agile swimmers. They are shaped like a torpedo, so they can glide through the 
water with ease, being propelled by their powerful tail and webbed feet. Their tail is made up 
of strong muscles and is nearly half of their body length. All four of the paws are webbed and 
have strong claws to hold food, navigate the shoreline, and help them swim, acting like fins. (A 
great time to point this out is while the otters are right up against the glass swimming. This is 
also a great time to offer family photos.) 
 
Otters have sensitive whiskers to help them with their sense of touch while looking for food in 
the water. Remember they are often hunting when there is not a lot of light, when their prey, 
frogs, fish and insects, are often most inactive. 
 
Otters have very thick, water resistant fur, allowing them to swim at all times of the year. As we 
know, winter in Ohio can be pretty cold, but otters don’t hibernate and are active throughout 
each season. Their thick fur keeps the water out and the heat in. Believe it or not, in just one 
square inch of their body, they have as many hairs as we have on our entire head! However, 
otters do spend time every day to groom their thick fur, ring out the water and get dried out 
before sleeping.  
 
Reproduction 
 
If time allows shift from natural history by discussing communal pooping grounds (spraint sites) 
and how it not only is a body requirement but a way to communicate.  
 
Here at the Zoo our scientists analyze the otter’s poop to find out more about how otters 
hormones change as the breeding season comes and goes. Unfortunately, our otters have 
never had pups. 
 
Conservation  
 
These adorable mammals are native to Ohio, but had been eliminated by the early 1900’s.  In 
the 1980’s the Ohio’s Division of Wildlife (who helped sponsor the exhibit) began a release 
project and over 100 otters were moved from the swamps of the South, where they were still 
common, to several release sites in northeastern Ohio. 
 



Due to good conservation actions such as wetland protection and a successful re-introduction 
program, these playful creatures can now be found in more than half the counties in the state! 
The river otter can be found more easily in central and eastern Ohio.   

 
Show map which details the state by county, show release areas and counties where 
otters have been observed. Show where we are, in Hamilton county, most Southwest 
county in the state. Have the guest’s show where they are from on the map, especially if 
they are from out the tri-state area. 

 
Many species of animals, like the peregrine falcon, the trumpeter swan, and the bald eagle 
have all made recoveries from the edge of extinction to stable populations due to successful 
conservation programs right here at home! 
 
Wrap up 
 
Saving Species 
Q/A time 
Recommend other Animal Encounters 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


