
Seal Falls – California Sea Lion Chat 
Theme: Sea Lions and their excellent adaptations 
 
Animal Bio 
Name: Duke 
DOB: June 11, 1988 
Weight: 420lbs summer – 480lbs winter 
Diet: 14lbs/day summer – 20lbs/day winter* 
 
*Fed twice a day, primarily capelin and herring. For enrichment, he gets frozen fish treats or food 
dropped into pool in feeder box. He will also get alternating toys from boomer balls to sinking objects. 
 
Background 
 
The Seal Falls exhibit at the CZBG is built on an older exhibit site, that overtime has housed seals, sea 
lions and Pacific walrus. We currently have one California sea lion on display. His name is “Duke” and he 
is a __ year old male who was born in captivity. Duke is an older animal and is functionally blind. The 
observant guest can often notice and comment on his condition. He had failing sight when he came to 
our Zoo, and learned how to navigate the exhibit and gets around the exhibit very well and has a great 
home at the Zoo. [When asked, simply explain the above and most people are very understanding and 
appreciative we give him a good home. He is older than most sea lions, who live 20-30 years.] 
 
The exhibit has various viewing opportunities; the upper deck that overlooks the main pool, ground level 
viewing on the east side of the exhibit, and underwater viewing under the upper deck. While this gives 
the guest a variety of viewing areas, it also divides up the audience while you are doing your 
presentation. The best place to stand while talking is past the gate on the far left side of the pool (when 
looking at it).  This position is visible for the majority of the people gathering at the many view areas. 
 
Welcome & Introduction  
 
Welcome to the CZBG and to Seal Falls, our California sea lion exhibit. My name is ________________, 
and I’m here to tell you about our male sea lion, Duke.  
 
Locate Duke and introduce him. 
 “Duke” is our __ year old male sea lion here at the zoo. In sea lions, the male is called a “bull” while the 
female is a “cow.” 

The males can be about 1,000 pounds when they are full grown, while females will only reach about 350 
pounds. They are both similar in length though – males are only about a foot longer than females. Duke, 
who was born in captivity, came to us “functionally blind.” However, you will notice that he is able to 
navigate his exhibit very well and is very comfortable in his exhibit here at the zoo. 

In the wild, California sea lions are not just found in California. They live all along the Pacific coast of 
North America, from Canada's British Columbia in the north and down to Baja California in Mexico. 
 
Natural History 
 
Now, you might be wondering what the differences between sea lions and seals are. There are dozens 
species of sea lions and seals found around the world. They are members of a group of animals called 
Pinnipeds, the fin-footed marine mammals. The pinnipeds are divided into several categories including 
earless seals (also know as “true seals”) and eared seals (know as “sea lions”). 
 
Seals and sea lions are a little different from each other, as their names suggest. One difference is that 
eared seals, including sea lions, have small external ears, while true seals would not have those ears. If 



you need more…(Sea lions also have longer front flippers and rear flippers that can be turned forward, these two features allow 
sea lions to walk on land, while their seal relatives don’t get around on shore as easily. The front flippers on true seals are much 
shorter and their rear flippers face to the rear, so they can’t walk on land like a sea lion can.) 
 
 
Medical Care 
 
We take great care of all our animals here at the zoo and Duke is no exception. One of the ways we can 
care for him is to teach him behaviors we might need him to do if he were ever sick, injured, or in need 
of a check up.  For most animals (humans included) it can be hard on your body (and even dangerous) to 
use an anesthetic to work on the animals.  Because of this, we train these animals to expect us to ask 
them for these behaviors all the time! 
 
Here you will see Duke running through some examples: 
-Take blood or give vaccines (touch in two places: spine and rear flipper) 
-Take x-rays or ultra sounds or check for wounds (roll over) 
-Check teeth (opens mouth) 
-Listen to heart (touches chest) 
 
(Because the keepers don’t want to establish these as patterns or have the animals anticipate and offer a behavior, you will see 
them adding “fun” things in too. Spin, head/hand stand, send to water etc. all of these things keep his  mind and body agile.) 

 
You may have noticed that every once in a while you will see the sea lions doing something that doesn’t 
look medically related (like that spin right there). That is because animals can sense patterns and start 
anticipating what we will ask for next.  The keepers know this and continually mix it up for them to keep 
them on their toes! 
 
Play Care 
 
Play for these social creatures can be just as important as medical check ups.  It provides time for Duke 
to interact with his keepers, forces him to use his intelligence and keep his brain agile, and also shows 
off how awesome he are.  Now its time for some water play!  Right before they go for a dive, they pinch 
their nostrils together to make a waterproof seal (haha, get it?). 
 
Check out their speed! Sea lions can swim about 25 mph. Their bodies were specifically designed to 
move. With their slick design, smooth skin, and a thick layer of fat to keep them warm, they are ready to 
go! 
 
Sea lions are excellent swimmers and have many adaptations for an aquatic life style. Their body is 
shaped like a submarine in order to speed through the water while being powered by their strong 
flippers. While swimming, the front flippers provide the power while the rear flippers steer the sea lion. 
A Sea Lion is able to dive up to 600 feet for food in the water. They can remain under the water for up to 
40 minutes before they must surface for air. This is accomplished by pinching their nostrils together 
instinctively as they enter the water. They will remain closed until they need to take a breath. 
Earlier I said that they can swim up to 25 mph, but generally they only move about 10 miles per hour 
unless they feel threatened. 
  

(if he is in the water, point out the swimming motion and how the flippers are used) 

 
Diet 
 
California sea lions are opportunistic predators, feeding on prey such as squid, octopus, herring, 
rockfish, mackerel, and small sharks. Sea lions have whiskers or vibrissae that help them to explore their 
environment while looking for food. Here at the Zoo our sea lions eat about ##lbs. of seafood everyday, 
being fed a mixture of fish. 



 
 
 
 
 
Colonies 
 
In the wild, sea lions often congregate in groups called colonies. Colonies can be very large, with 
hundreds of individuals. But within the larger colony there are many smaller groups that the sea lions 
spend their time closer to.  

All species of Sea Lions are very social, but the California Sea Lions seem to be even more so. They can 
become a very noisy group with such large numbers of them hanging out in one location. They will pack 
in close together even though they have plenty of other room to spread out if they wanted to. 

Mother sea lions bond strongly with their pups, which helps in finding them when they return from sea 
after hunting for food. While out on shore, sea lions spend a lot of time basking in the sun. 
 
Status in the Wild 

Even though the California Sea Lion isn’t considered to be in danger at this time, there are still important 
efforts in place to protect them. California laws are in place to try to reduce the number of them that 
are injured or killed in boating accidents. They also strive to keep the waters clean and to make sure 
humans aren’t intentionally harming them. 

Cleaning up the environment is a huge part of the conservation efforts for Sea Lions. By keeping the 
water clean, they are less likely to become ill. They will also be able to find adequate food sources in the 
water to survive on. Protecting the land where they bask in the sun and where they mate is also 
important. 

Wrap up 
What can you do… 

Discuss our Saving Species campaign. 

Thank everyone for coming to the Zoo and visiting seal falls  

Offer to answer any questions 

Suggest other talks, shows or activities in the area of the sea lion display (CZ, Lorikeets, next near by talk 
or show) 

 
 

 

 
 


