
Cat Canyon – Snow Leopard Chat 
Theme: Survival in the Mountains 

 
Animal Bios 
Name: Renji (female) 
DOB: January 10, 2011 
Weight: 65-70lbs 
Diet: about 2 lbs a day 
Born: Chattanooga Zoo / Chattanooga, TN. 
 
Name: Nubo (male) 
DOB: May 12, 2011 
Weight: 65-70lbs 
Diet: about 2 lbs a day 
Born: Cape May Zoo / New Jersey 
  
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning, and thank you for joining me at our brand new Snow Leopard exhibit here in Cat 
Canyon. My name is ____, and I can’t wait for you to get a closer look at these rare cats. 
 
Snow leopards are a truly exceptional sight to see. In the wild, their habitat range is throughout 
central Asia, but rarely do these cats come below altitudes of 6,000 feet. The mountain ranges 
that they inhabit can be so harsh that humans rarely scale high enough to see them in the wild. 
They have the ability to quickly hide behind rocks, and are said to be very secretive in their 
behavior when it comes to hunting, sleeping, and eating. Living so far away from humans, 
folklore over hundreds of years has developed as people have tried to figure out the ways of 
these mysterious cats.  
 
Adaptations 
 
Being mountain dwellers, they need to have special adaptations to be able to survive. Snow 
leopards have a very thick coat that protects them from the cold climate, and that includes 
their feet! They have thick fur on their feet that acts as snowshoes, allowing them to be able to 
walk and run without getting too cold or slipping on the ice. Their tails have a thick fur that 
helps them to stay warm and they use them to balance while jumping. Even their noses have 
special adaptations – they are able to quickly warm up cold air that passes through their 
mouths and noses. They are amazing at scaling the rocks in the mountains, and snow leopards 
have been recorded as leaping up to 50 feet horizontally. That would be like you jumping from 
(point a) to (point b) here! That ability to jump can help them to quickly pounce on prey, or can 
help navigate around the rocky mountain terrain. 
 



 
 
 
Size 
 
These impressive cats can get up to 6 feet in length, their tails make up half of that length! 
Although they are long, they may only weigh between 60 and 120 pounds. Their limbs may look 
a little short in comparison to other cats, but what they lack in height, the make up for in 
strength. A snow leopard has very powerful muscles that help it to climb quickly and easily. 
 
Diet 
 
Being a large cat, the snow leopard has a very wide range of prey that it can.  Exclusively 
carnivores, their prey is limited to animals that also live at the high elevations. They have been 
known to hunt animals up to three times their size, but will also still hunt for smaller animals, 
like hares and birds. A typical diet for a snow leopard would include mostly sheep, goats, and 
small rodents, but they are not picky when it comes to dinnertime. A snow leopard will often 
carry around the remains of his food and save it as a snack for later.  
 
Markings  
 
Just like a tiger’s stripes, a snow leopard’s unique markings help them out a lot in the wild. Why 
does a snow leopard have different markings than a tiger? (take answers) Well, these blurred 
black spots and the blue-ish gray coloration helps to blend into the mountains and the rocks. In 
fact, they do such a great job at camouflaging that they got the nickname “ghost cat” because 
they were so hard to see! 
 
Reproduction 
  
These rare cats are solitary animals. During mating season, a female will give birth to a litter of 
a 2-3 cubs, and this is the only time that the male will spend with the female. While she is giving 
birth, he will bring her food, but after that, males and females separate and the females raise 
the young. Once her cubs are just a few years old, they are able to hunt on their own and will 
begin to live their own solitary life. 
 
Conservation 
 
Snow leopards are very majestic and elusive, so it is very important that we do out own part to 
help make sure they are around for years to come. You can even help us out in a way you never 
realized! Here at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, the Saving Species campaign is our way 
of helping out animals all over the world that are endangered, just like the Malayan tiger. By 
bringing in your old, unused, or broken cell phones, we can work together to raise money and 
awareness about habitat loss and protection. 
 



Thank you for coming to our snow leopard encounter this morning, and don’t forget to check 
out all of the other awesome animal encounters listed inside of your maps that are happening 
around the Zoo the rest of the day. I’ll be up here for a few more minutes to help answer any 
cat questions. Have a great day at the Cincinnati Zoo! 
 


