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Asbolus verrucosus  

Blue Death Feigning Beetles 
Class: Insecta. Order: Coleoptera. Family: Tenebrionidae. 
Other names:   
 
Over 350,000 species of beetles are assigned to the Order Coleoptera, which is 
the largest order of insects. Beetles represent a fifth of all living organisms! 
Along with this species richness, beetles have an amazing range in form and 
body size. The Order Coleoptera not only contains some of largest and dazzling 
of all insects but also contains some of the smallest and dull. This diversity is 
also apparent in the range of life cycles and ecological interactions that are 
seen in beetles  
 

Physical Description:  A darkling beetle in the family Tenebrionidae. The blue death feigning beetles have 
spiky dorsal abdomens and can act like they’re dead when threatened. 
 
Diet in the Wild: Feigning beetles are opportunistic, feeding on fresh or decaying vegetation. 
 
Diet at the Zoo:  Apple slice sprinkled with fish flakes. 
 
Habitat & Range:  Southwestern desert region of the United States, native to the Sonoran Desert.  They live 
in moderately moist soil with plenty of decaying vegetation upon which to feed. 
 
Life Span:  Up to 8 years. 
 
Perils in the wild: Predators include birds, rodents, spiders, and lizards 
 
Physical Adaptations: 

 Blue coloring comes from the wax secreted to create a protective shield against dehydration and 
overheating. 

 The body of this beetle is actually black; will turn black when wet. 
 
Behavioral Adaptations: 

 Nocturnal and live in colonies. 

 When startled, the beetle will fall over and feign death (pretend to die) with its legs up in the air and 
its body will become extremely rigid.  After a short time, once the beetle senses no danger, it will 
begin moving and right itself. 

 
Reproduction and Development:  

 Blue death feigning beetles exhibit complete metamorphosis. 

 They are a darkling beetle, so their larvae are a type of mealworm.   
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Additional Information of Interest:   

  In North America alone, there are at least 1,300 species of darkling beetle. And that's just a fraction 
of the number of all beetle species in North America: more than 30,000! 

 The blue death-feigning beetles are a very long lived (eight years or so) species of dessert-dwelling 
scavengers from the American Southwest.  They are extremely well adapted to live a long life with 
little to no moisture.   

 They are completely harmless at all life stages. 
 

Conservation Connection: Insects 
Although we may think of insects as pests, people would have a hard time if insects were to disappear. 
Many of them produce useful materials: honey and bees wax from bees, silk from silkworms and other 
products. More important, however, insects are necessary for the pollination of many vegetables, fruits, 
flowers and other plants.  
 
Insects and higher plants have formed relationships which are to each other’s advantage. Insects exploit 
the flower for food, and flowers exploit the insect for pollination. Among these mutual adaptations are 
amazing devices of allurements, traps, special structures, precise timing and so on. 
 
Many insects are predators of harmful insects, helping out gardeners and farmers. Dead animals may be 
quickly consumed by the larva stage of flies and beetles. In turn many insects also are a source of food for 
many species of birds, fish, amphibians, mammals and reptiles.  
 
Conservation Status: N/A 
 
Conservation Efforts: N/A 
 
Glossary: List of definitions of the most important recurrent technical terms used in the text. 
 
dorsal- toward the back or upper surface of an animal. 
 
larva, (pl) larvae – An immature stage that is quite different from the adult. 
 
metamorphosis – Sharp change in form during post embryonic development, for example, larval insect into 
an adult or tadpole into a frog. 
 
Sources: 

 Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens 

 Dallas Zoo, www.dallaszooed.com  
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