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Mallard  

Our largest dabbling duck, the familiar 

Mallard is common in city ponds as well 

as wild areas. 

Male has a pale body and dark green 

head. 

Female is mottled brown with a long 

orange and black bill, orange legs and a 

dark eye-line. 

They both have a metallic blue speculum or wing patch. 

                  

 

 

 

 Northern Pintail 

The Pintail is a slender, 

elegant duck with long, 

narrow wings, a long neck 

and tail. 

Male has grey body and a 

dark red head with a bright 

white neck-stripe and a 

long “pin” tail. 

Female is buffy-brown 

overall with a plain head and dark grey bill.    

 



Canvasback 
 

The Canvasback has a unique 

head shape with a long black bill 

and flat forehead. 

Male has a white body, black 

chest and a rusty red head. 

Female is pale gray-brown 

overall with long black bill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redhead 

The Redhead is a round shaped 

duck with a high rounded back 

and a puffy round head. 

Male has a grey body, black 

chest and a round shape. The 

head is rusty red with a blue bill. 

Female is overall brown with a 

blue bill. 

 

                               



 

Bufflehead 

 The Bufflehead is our smallest duck, tiny 

and compact with a short bill and relatively 

large head. 

Male has a white body with a black back 

and  head with a large white  patch on the 

back of the head. 

Female is dark gray-brown overall with a 

distinct oval whit patch on her cheek.    

 

 

 

 

 

 Hooded Merganser   

The Hooded Merganser is a 

small merganser with a long 

body and tail with a distinct 

“hammerhead” crest. 

Male has a reddish body and 

black back and a head with a 

white crest bordered in black. 

Female is dark gray overall with a frost brown crest. 

 



Ruddy Duck 

A small duck with both sexes 

white cheek and black cap in 

the summer. They often cock 

tail up.  

Male has a reddish body and 

blue bill.  

Female is gray with a white 

cheek patch and a paler bill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood Duck 

The Wood Duck is a beautiful, multi-

colored small crested duck. 

Male with a bizarre facial pattern, 

swept back crest and rainbow 

iridescence, beige sides and a reddish 

chest. 

Female is dull in color with a crest and 

distinctive white eye patch. 

                                 



Pied-billed Grebe 

A small drab grebe that can be seen on 

local ponds and is an occasional visitor 

to Swan Lake. 

Sexes are similar, stocky brown body 

with a distinctive thick whitish bill 

with a black band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Northern Cardinal 

The male cardinal is an unmistakable 

brilliant red with black facial markings and 

a crested head. Females also have a head 

crest, but overall are duller in coloration. 

Female cardinals are a grayish, brown-red 

with true red only on their wings, tail, and 

crest. The red bill is also a distinguishing 

characteristic. As with many other species 

of birds, the muted appearance makes the 

female cardinal less conspicuous to 

predators when nesting. 

 

 

 

 

Song Sparrow 

The heavily brown-striped breast with a large 

central breast spot is the best identifying 

mark of the song sparrow. The head is also 

brown striped.  

A unique habit of the song sparrow is their 

tendency to pump their tails in flight. 

They are named for their musical song that 

starts with distinctive 3-4 bright 

notes…”sweet, sweet, sweet”… 

  



Belted Kingfisher 

The belted kingfisher is blue-gray above, 

with a ragged bushy crest and a broad, blue-

gray breast-band. The female has an 

additional rusty breast-band. The head and 

bill are noticeably large compared to their 

bodies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Jay 

The blue jay is bright blue on top and 

white underneath. The wings and tail 

are heavily streaked with black; the tail 

has white outer feathers; and the face 

has prominent black markings. It is 

also conspicuously crested. The sexes 

are similar. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red-winged Blackbird 

A common blackbird that is found in wet shrubbery areas. The male is 

black overall with bright red-orange shoulder patched while the female 

resembles a large sparrow, basically brown with heavy streaking. 

 

 

 

Common Grackle 

The common grackle is an all-black 

bird with bright yellow eyes and is 

the largest of the blackbirds in Ohio. 

Note the iridescent luster of the 

feathers on the body and the head. 

This plumage, particularly on the 

male, gives the bird a bronze or 

purple appearance. The long, keel-

shaped tail readily distinguishes the 

grackle from other blackbirds. 



 

Rough-winged Swallow 

A brown backed swallow with a dusky throat. 

Often can be seen coursing low over the lake 

catching insects on the wing.  

The Rough-wing pulls wings back at the end 

of a stroke much like the common Barn 

Swallow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree Swallow 

This swallow is steely blue-green 

above, clear white below. 

The immature birds are brownish 

and can be confused with the 

Rough-winged Swallow. 

The Tree Swallow often perches 

on the duck nesting boxes and 

their mounting poles. 



Red Eared Slider     

 The Red-Eared Slider is a common 

turtle on many of the ponds and lakes in 

our area.  

Perhaps the most distinctive marking is 

the broad reddish patch behind each 

eye. In rare instances, the red is 

replaced by yellow.  

 

 

 

 

 

Small Mouth Bass 

Smallmouth bass have a fairly 

large mouth that extends to 

they eye but not beyond the 

rear edge when the mouth is 

closed past the eye.  

Young smallmouth have an 

orange color in the center of 

their tail, juvenile largemouth 

bass do not.  

The smallmouth bass has dark vertical bars along its side with a brown or 

bronze colored background. Largemouth bass differ by having a black stripe 

that extends laterally down the side of the body and are usually lighter 

colored with more of a green or silvery background color. 



Large Mouth Bass 

Largemouth bass have a 

very large mouth that 

extends beyond the rear 

edge of the eye when it is 

closed.  

Young largemouth bass do 

not have an orange tail like 

juvenile smallmouth and 

spotted bass.  

The largemouth also has a black stripe that extends down the side of the 

body. Spotted bass also have a dark lateral stripe but differ from the 

largemouth in having rows of dark spots below the lateral stripe and a tooth 

patch on their tongue. 

 

 

 

Paddlefish 

Paddlefish are a very unique fish 

with their long paddle-shaped 

snout. They have a large mouth 

with no teeth. They also have 

very small eyes and no scales. 

The skeleton is made completely 

of cartilage. There is no other 

North American fish species that 

resembles them. 


