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Frisch’s Outreach 
Habitat, Sweet Habitat 

Gr. 1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time requirement 
1 session of 45 minutes 
Group size and grades 
Group size (1-30 students/in each group) 
Grades (1-3) 
 
 Materials 
Program animals 
Animal Floor Mat; Portable Enclosure if needed 
Hand sanitizer 
 
Goals 
Students will explore how vital habitats are for an animal’s survival and how animals benefit 
their particular habitat and the environment. 
 
Objectives 

1. Students will be able to define habitat and list what animals need from their habitat to 
survive- food, water, shelter, space. 
 

2. Students will be able to tell how animals would acquire their food, water, shelter, and 
stay safe in their space within their native habitats by closely observing the animals’ 
adaptations/traits(body and behavior). 
 

3. Students will be able to name how animals benefit their habitats and the environment. 
 

4. The students will begin to develop a respect for animals and the natural world.  
 
Theme 
Habitats provide the basics needs for animal survival.  
 
Sub-themes 

1. Habitats can provide food, water, shelter and space for all animals. 
2. These resources are different, depending on the type of habitat.   
3. By living in their habitats, animals impact their habitat and the environment. 

At a glance 
This program will encourage students to 
discover how important a habitat is to an 
animal’s survival and how important the 

animal is to its habitat and the environment. 
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Academic Standards 
 

 
Ohio Career and 
College 
Ready Standards- 
Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grade 1 
Strand – LS 
Grade Band Theme: Observations of the Environment 
Topic: Basic Needs of Living Things 
This topic focuses on the physical needs of living things in 
Ohio.  
Energy from the sun or food, nutrients, water, shelter and air 
are some of the physical needs of living things. 
 
Content Statements 
Living things have basic needs, which are met by obtaining  
materials from the physical environment.  
-Living things require energy, water and a particular range 
of temperatures in their environments.  
-Plants get energy from sunlight. Animals get energy from 
plants and other animals.  
-Living things acquire resources from the living and 
nonliving components of the environment.  
 
Living  things survive only in environments that meet their 
needs.  
-Resources are necessary to meet the needs of an individual 
and populations of individuals. Living things interact with 
their physical environments as they meet those needs.  
-Effects of seasonal changes within the local environment 
directly impact the availability of resources. 
 
Grade 2 
  Strand –LS 
Grade Band Theme: Observations of the Environment 
 Topic: Interactions within Habitats  
This topic focuses on how ecosystems work by observations 
of simple interactions between the biotic/living and 
abiotic/nonliving parts of an ecosystem. Just as living things 
impact the environment in which they live the environment 
impacts living things. 
Content Statements 
Living things cause changes on Earth.  
-Living things function and interact with their physical 
environments. 
 -Living things cause changes in the environments where 
they live; the changes can be very noticeable or slightly 
noticeable, fast or slow.  
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Kentucky Core Academic 
Standards—Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some kinds of individuals that once lived on Earth have  
completely disappeared, although they were something like 
others that are alive today.  
-Living things that once lived on Earth no longer exist; their 
basic needs were no longer met.  
 
Grade 3 
  Strand- LS 
Grade Band Theme: Observations of the  
Environment  
Topic: Behavior, Growth and Changes  
This topic explores life cycles of organisms and the 
relationship between the natural environment and an 
organism’s (physical and behavioral) traits, which affect its 
ability to survive and reproduce. 
Content Statements  
Offspring resemble their parents and each other.  
-Individual organisms inherit many traits from their parents 
indicating a reliable way to transfer information from one 
generation to the next.  
-Some behavioral traits are learned through interactions 
with the environment and are not inherited. 
 
Individuals of the same kind differ in their traits and 
sometimes the differences give individuals an advantage 
in surviving and reproducing.  
-Plants and animals have physical features that are 
associated with the environments where they live.  
-Plants and animals have certain physical or behavioral 
characteristics that improve their chances of surviving in 
particular environments.  
-Individuals of the same kind have different characteristics 
that they have inherited. Sometimes these different 
characteristics give individuals an advantage in surviving 
and reproducing.  
 
 Primary Grades 

1.  Structure, Function and Information Processing 
   1-LS3-1 Make observation to construct evidence  
       based account that young plants and animals are  
       alike, but not exactly like their parents 

              LS1.A 
              LS1.B 
              LS3.A 
              LS3.B 

2.   Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 
2-LS4-1 Make observation of plants and animals to 
compare diversity of life in different habitats. 

             LS2.A 
             LS4.D 
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Next Generation Science 
Standards 
 

 
3. Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 

3-LS2-1 
3-LS4-3 
3-LS4-4 
 

4. Inheritance and Variation of Traits: Life Cycles and  
  Traits 

              3-LS3-1 
               3-LS3-2 
               3-LS4-2 
 
Grade One 
1-LS1 
1-LS1-1 
   LS1.A,  LS1.B, LS1.D 
 
1-LS3-1 
   LS3.A, LS3.B 
 
Grade Two 
2-LS2 
   2-LS2-1 
   2-LS2-2 
      LS2.A 
2-LS4 
2-LS4-1 
   LS4.D 
 
Grade Three 
3-LS1 
3-LS1-1 
    LS1.B 
3-LS2 
  3-LS2-1 
     LS2.D 
3-LS3 
  3-LS3-1 
  3-LS2-2 
     LS3.A, LS3.B 
3-LS4 
  3-LS4-2 
  3-LS4-3 
  3-LS4-4 
    LS4.B, LS4.C, LS4.D 
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Background 
There are many different habitats in the 
world. There are even micro-habitats within 
larger habitats. Deserts, Grasslands, 
Woodlands, the Arctic, and Wetlands, to 
name just a few, can offer many different 
types of animals all of the things they need 
to survive. 
 
Deserts- Deserts are places of extremes. 
They are dry, experience intense 
heat/sunshine, and have a greater daily 
temperature range than any other land 
habitat. The nights are usually very cold.  
Rain does not come very often, when it does 
rain, it comes in brief torrential downpours. 
True deserts get 6 or less inches of rain a  
 
year. Semi-deserts get 16 inches or less. 
Some of the animals that live in the desert 
are able to store water in their bodies, so 
they are able to roam farther from the water 
holes/oasis.    
 
Grasslands- Grasslands occur where it is too 
dry for trees to grow, but wet enough to 
prevent the land from becoming a desert. 
Grass grows from a point near the ground 
(where other plants grow from their tips) so 
grass is unharmed when grazed on by 
animals.  Many animals travel in herds in 
the grasslands, because life is dangerous and 
there are not many places to hide.  
 
Woodland- Woodlands could include 
tropical rainforests, temperate forests 
(deciduous, and evergreen), and coniferous 
forests (boreal and temperate rainforests).  
 
Polar Regions-The Arctic and Antarctica are 
the coldest places on earth!  Some days have 
24 hours of daylight in the summer, and 
some have 24 hours of darkness in the 
winter.  Animals can live on the land in the  
Arctic (which is partially frozen ocean 
among the tundra). In Antarctica, animal life 
is based almost entirely in the ocean.   
 
Fresh water (Wetlands) - Freshwater can be 
composed of rivers, lakes, streams, marshes, 
swamps, and riparian zones. Wetlands are 

one of the most productive inland habitats. 
They provide massive amounts of food, 
water, shelter and space for many species of 
animals. Wetlands can be a perfect nursery 
for many species. A wetland is a 
waterlogged or flooded area with a covering 
of water plants. Water in Wetlands is usually 
less than 4 feet deep. An area does not have 
to have water year round. Wetlands serve as 
a filter for water as it seeps down into the 
ground.      
 
Each animal will find its unique survival 
needs in its habitat. While doing so, the 
animal will interact with the living and non- 
living things there. All things in the habitat 
have a part to play in the natural balance 
within the habitat and the environment. 
 
Habitats can and do change. Some changes 
can be beneficial or some could be harmful. 
If the change happens slowly the living 
things there may be able to adapt.  If the 
change happens too quickly the living things 
may not be able to adapt or remain there. 
They may need to choose another place to 
live or they may not even be able to survive 
the changes. 
 
With our understanding of living things and 
their habitats we can have a positive effect 
on how habitats can provide all that is 
needed for living things to survive. 
 
Vocabulary 
Adaptations- something that helps an animal 
survive 
 
Arctic—the area surrounding the North Pole 
characterized by a treeless, frozen landscape 
of sea ice and permafrost 
 
Desert—a terrestrial habitat that receives 
less than ten inches of rainfall a year 
 
Forest—a terrestrial habitat in which the 
plant community is primarily dominated by 
trees 
 
Grassland—a terrestrial habitat primarily 
dominated by grasses 
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Habitat—a place where an animal lives that 
provides it with food, water, shelter, and 
space 
 
Habitat loss—results from a change that 
occurs to a habitat making it unlivable for 
wildlife 
 
Migration- To pass periodically from one 
region or climate to another for feeding or 
breeding. 
 
Native—originally belonging in a certain 
place 
 
Restoration—a conservation effort that 
involves returning a habitat or species to its 
original state or range 
 
Shelter—a place where an animal goes for 
protection from the weather and other 
animals 
 
Space—an area large enough to provide an 
animal with enough food, shelter, and water 
to survive 
 
Survival- Living or continuing longer than 
something else. 
 
Trait- characteristic, feature, attribute 
 
Wetland—a transitional habitat between 
land and water in which lands are 
characterized as being wet or have standing 
water during at least part of the year 
 
Resources  
 
Broda, Herbert, Schoolyard Enhanced 
Learning: Using the Outdoors as an 
Instructional Tool, Stenhouse Publishers, 
2007. 
 
 
 
 

Louv, Richard. Last Child in the Woods: 
Saving Our Children from Nature Deficit 
Disorder. Algonquin Books, 2005.  
 
Sobel, David, Place Based Education: 
Connecting Classrooms and Communities, 
Orion Society, 2004 
 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
www.cincinnatizoo.org  
 
Earth Expeditions 
cincinnatizoo, org/earth expeditions 
 
Kentucky Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
kdfwr.state.ky.us/kfwis/speciesInfo/speciesI
nfo.asp 
 
National Geographic Kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids 
 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
Schoolyard Habitats Program 
www.mwf.org/schoolyard/index/ 
cfm 
 
Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources 
www.dnr.state.oh.us/ 
 
Project Dragonfly 
www.muohio.edu/dragonfly 
 
Project Feeder Watchwww 
birds.cornell.edu/pfw/index.html(classroom 
data gathering) 
 
Project Wild 
http://wwwprojectwild.org 
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