
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 

Frisch’s Outreach: 
Animals A to Z 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Time requirement 
30 minutes 
 
Group size and grades 
Up to 30 students 
Pre-K; K   
 
Materials 
2 Animals  
My Little Sister Hugged an Ape-by Bill Grossman 
Hand Sanitizer 
Floor mat (if needed) 
Any other needed animal equipment  
 
Goal 
This lesson is designed to help students increase their phonemic awareness by interacting with 
visiting zoo animals.  
 
Objectives 

1. Students will be able to identify animals (from pictures or a storybook) and the letter 
which begins that animal’s name. 

2. Students will be able to tell one reason animals make sounds. 
3. Students will begin to develop a respect for animals and the role they play in the natural 

world. 
 
Theme 
There are a lot of different sounds in the world, whether they come from language (letters) or an 
animal. 
 
Sub-themes 

1. Animal names start with a variety of different sounds and letters. 
2. Animals make many different sounds. i.e. to ward off predators, mark territory, find a 

mate…,etc.   
 
 
 

At a glance 
Through this lesson, students will explore the alphabet and 
letter sounds with the help of a story book and visiting Zoo  
                                         animals.  
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Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
Academic standards  
Ohio College and Career 
Ready Standards- 
Science 

Strand-Life Science 
Grade Band Theme: Observations of the Environment  

Topic: Observations of Living Things 
Content Statements 

There are many distinct environments in Ohio that support different kinds of organisms. 
Plants and animals have traits that improve their chances of living in different            
  environments.      
  
 Plants and animals in Ohio interact with one another for food, shelter and           
               nesting.  
Similarities and differences exist among individuals of the same kinds of plants  
and animals.  

Individuals among plants and animals of the same kind show greater likeness than  
difference even though they vary in some traits and behaviors.  
 
Living things have physical traits and behaviors, which influence their survival.  
 
Physical traits and behaviors of plants and animals are sometimes the same  
and sometimes different from the characteristics ascribed to them in stories.  

 

    

Kentucky Core Academic 
Standards—Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K  Interdependent  Relationships in Ecosystems: Animals, Plants & Their 
Environment 
 
  K-LS1-1 Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and 
animals(including humans) need to survive 
 
 K-E-SS2-2 Construct an argument supported by evidence of how plants and 
animals (including humans) can change the environment to meet their needs 
 
K-E-SS3-3 Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the  
land, water, air, and or living things 
 
 LS1.C 
ESS2.E 
ESS3.A 
ESS3.C 
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Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
 
Next Generation Science 
Standards 

 
K-LS1 
  K-LS1-1 

      LS1.C 
 
 
 

 
Background 
People make sounds and use words to 
communicate with each other.  
Animals make a variety of sounds to aid in 
their survival.  Some animals make sounds 
to help them communicate; others may make 
sounds to ward off predators.   
Exploring the sound of animal names and 
sounds can give learners the opportunity to 
develop proficiency with letter names and 
sounds.  
 
Vocabulary 
Alphabet—the set of 26 letters  
 
Lowercase—the small form of letters when 
they are printed 
 
Uppercase/Capital—the larger form of 
letters when they are printed  
 
Survive—to remain alive or in existence. 
  
Trait- an observable feature or characteristic 
an animal possesses whether acquired or 
inherited  
 
Resources  
Broda, Herbert, Schoolyard Enhanced 
Learning: Using the Outdoors as an 
Instructional Tool, Stenhouse Publishers, 
2007. 
 
Grossman, Bill. My Little Sister Hugged An 
Ape. Alfred A. Knopf. 2004. 
 
Louv, Richard. Last Child in the Woods: 
Saving Our Children from Nature Deficit 
Disorder. Algonquin Books, 2005. 
 

Sobel, David, Place Based Education: 
Connecting Classrooms and Communities, 
Orion Society, 2004 
 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
www.cincinnatizoo.org  
 
Earth Expeditions 
cincinnatizoo, org/earth expeditions 
 
Kentucky Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
kdfwr.state.ky.us/kfwis/speciesInfo/speciesI
nfo.asp 
 
National Geographic Kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids 
 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
Schoolyard Habitats Program 
www.mwf.org/schoolyard/index/ 
cfm 
 
Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources 
www.dnr.state.oh.us/ 
 
Project Dragonfly 
www.muohio.edu/dragonfly 
 
Project Feeder Watch 
www birds.cornell.edu/pfw/index.html 
(classroom data gathering) 
 
Project Wild 
http://wwwprojectwild.org 
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