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Frisch’s Outreach: 
Get Ready, Get Set, Grow! 

(Pre-K-K)   
  

 
 
 
Time requirement 
     30 minutes 
 
Group size and grades 
Group size no more than 30 
Grade (Pre-K; K) 
    
Materials 
Two program animals  
Hand Sanitizer 
Animal floor mat if needed 
Carry along animal enclosure if needed 
 
 
Goals 
This class is designed to give students 
the opportunity to explore how different 
wild animals grow up.  
 
Objectives 
 

1. Students will be able to identify 
two ways wild animals are born- 
from eggs or live birth. 

 
2. Students will be able to compare 

the different ways that some wild 
animal parents employ parenting 
strategies. 

 
3. Students will begin to develop a 

respect for animals and the role 
they play in the natural world. 

 
 
 

Theme 
Wild animal babies grow up in very 
different ways. 
 
Sub-themes 

1. Some wild baby animals are born 
in live birth and some are born 
from eggs. 

 
2. Some wild animal parents 

deposit their unborn offspring in 
a safe place and offer no parental 
care. 

 
3. Some wild animal parents carry 

their unborn offspring in their 
bodies, give live birth, nurse with 
milk, and offer a period of 
parental care. 

 
4. Some wild animal babies look 

very different as they grow but 
all must meet the challenges of 
survival. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

At a glance 
This program encourages students to explore the different 

ways wild animals grow up. 
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Academic standards 
Ohio College and Career 
Ready Standards-Science 

Strand-Life Science 
Grade Band Theme: Observations of the Environment  

Topic: Observations of Living Things 
Content Statements 

There are many distinct environments in Ohio that support different 
kinds of organisms.  
 

Plants and animals have traits that improve their chances of living in 
 different environments.      
  
 Plants and animals in Ohio interact with one another for food, 
 shelter and nesting. 
  
Similarities and differences exist among individuals of the same  
kinds of plants and animals.  
 

Individuals among plants and animals of the same kind show  
greater likeness than differences even though they vary in some 
 traits and behaviors.  
 
Living things have physical traits and behaviors, which influence 
 their survival.  
 
Physical traits and behaviors of plants and animals are sometimes 
 the same and sometimes different from the characteristics  
ascribed to them in stories.  
 

    

Kentucky Core  Academic 
Content—Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

K  Interdependent  Relationships in Ecosystems: Animals, Plants 
& Their Environment 
 
  K-LS1-1 Use observations to describe patterns of what plants 
and animals(including humans) need to survive 
 
 K-E-SS2-2 Construct an argument supported by evidence of how 
plants and animals (including humans) can change the 
environment to meet their needs 
 
K-E-SS3-3 Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of 
humans on the  land, water, air, and or living things 
 
 LS1.C 
ESS2.E 
ESS3.A 
ESS3.C 
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Next Generation Science 
Standards 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
K-LS1 
  K-LS1-1 

      LS1.C 
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Background 
All animal species have the inherent need to 
have their species survive. Successful 
reproduction and healthy offspring survival 
is paramount to the continuance of the 
species. 
 
Different animals accomplish this goal in 
various ways.  Some animals will carry their 
young within their bodies until a certain 
level of maturation is achieved and then give 
live birth.  Most mammals, some snakes, 
and male seahorses are good examples.  In 
Marsupials, the time within the mother’s 
body cavity is extremely short.  As 
undeveloped babies they must find their 
mother’s milk and attach themselves to 
suckle. This allows the mother to reproduce 
again quickly if necessary. 
 
Other animals produce eggs with hard shells 
which will require incubation and a safe 
nesting place. Birds, most reptiles, and 
montremes (egg laying mammals like 
platypus, echidna) bring their young into the 
world in this manner.  Some animals, like 
amphibians, place their soft eggs in a jelly 
like substance until they hatch while others, 
like some insects and sharks, will create egg 
cases.  Many eggs are produced by some 
animals because eggs are food items for 
other animals.  Large numbers of eggs will 
hopefully insure that some young will 
survive. 
 
When some offspring are born they 
resemble their parents.  Many look like 
mini-adults.  Other infant animals look quite 
different from their adult parents.  Some 
birds have no feathers and their eyes are 
closed, they are altricial.  Other birds are 
precocial and have down feathers, open 
eyes, are able to move around the nest and 
can self-feed. Some animal youngsters go 
through a metamorphosis before they reach 
adulthood.  Insects will go through the 

growing stages of egg, larva, pupa, adult in 
complete metamorphosis or incomplete 
metamorphosis of egg, larva, and adult. 
 
Animal adults will employ different 
parenting styles in the attempt to have 
successful, surviving offspring.  Some 
animal parents will carefully place their eggs 
in a safe spot but then never see or care for 
their hatched babies.  Insects, most reptiles, 
and amphibians carry on this love ‘em and 
leave ‘em parenting style.  There are 
exceptions, however, mother alligators will 
help break apart the nest, bring the babies to 
water, and guard them for some time.  Some 
snakes, such as pythons, will incubate their 
eggs but will leave once there are hatched. 
 
Other wild animal babies need to mature 
quickly so they may keep up with their 
parents to enjoy their protection and care.  
Baby Zebras must be able to move with their 
mother within the first 20 minutes of life.  A 
slower pace of maturation and extended 
parental care is often found in animals who 
have much to learn.  Primates, such as the 
Orangutans who rarely leave their mother’s 
arms before their first year is completed, 
have intensive and long term parental 
nurturing and protection. 
 
 
Vocabulary 
Adult- someone fully developed; grown up 
 
Amphibian -any of a class of ectothermic 
vertebrates that have gilled aquatic larvae 
And air breathing adults; able to live on land 
and in water 
 
Grow- get bigger, taller, become and adult 
 
Live birth- the birthing of a live offspring 
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Mammal -any of a class of endothermic 
vertebrate that nurse their young with milk 
and have hair 
 
Parent- a mother or a father 

Reptile -any class of air breathing, 
ectothermic vertebrates that are covered in 
scales and possess claws 
 

 Trait- an observable feature or characteristic 
an animal possesses whether acquired or 
inherited  

Resources  
Broda, Herbert, Schoolyard Enhanced 
Learning: Using the Outdoors as an 
Instructional Tool, Stenhouse Publishers, 
2007. 
 

Louv, Richard. Last Child in the Woods: 
Saving Our Children From Nature Deficit 
Disorder. Algonquin Books, 2005. 
 
Sobel, David, Place Based Education: 
Connecting Classrooms and Communities, 
Orion Society, 2004

 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 
www.cincinnatizoo.org  
 
Earth Expeditions 
cincinnatizoo, org/earth expeditions 
 
Kentucky Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
kdfwr.state.ky.us/kfwis/speciesInfo/speciesI
nfo.asp 
 
National Geographic Kids 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids 
 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
Schoolyard Habitats Program 
www.mwf.org/schoolyard/index/ 
cfm 
 
Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources 
www.dnr.state.oh.us/ 
 
Project Dragonfly 
www.muohio.edu/dragonfly 
 
Project Feeder Watch 
www birds.cornell.edu/pfw/index.html 
(classroom data gathering) 
 

Project Wild 
http://wwwprojectwild.org 
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