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Our schools are under increased pressure to meet require-
ments for 21st Century learning and improved science 
literacy, yet have fewer resources to do so. The enriching 
field trips that give students access to hands on, real world 
science are ironically too often out of  financial reach. Ad-
dressing this conundrum, the Cincinnati Zoo, in November 
2012, launched the Living Classroom Education Access 
Fund (LCEAF) to provide free, standards-based programs 
at the Zoo to under-resourced schools (public, private and 
parochial). 

2014-2015 School Year Achievements

 • 17,898 students visited the Zoo for FREE as part  
  of a day-time field trip

 • 855 students spent the night at the Zoo for FREE 
  as part of the Nocturnal Adventures program

Total of secured funding since 
program launch: $750,351

At the start of the program, in 2012, our objectives were to:
 1. Increase school field trip attendance by 5% every year of  the program. 
 2. Provide teachers and students with real world science experiences and inquiry-based learning that supports curricula in  
  their classrooms. 
 3. Evaluate our programs and assure alignment with educational standards. 

To date we have achieved: 
 1. We have increased school field trip attendance by an average of  7% every year. To top it off  33% of  the LCEAF schools  
  that visited the Zoo had never attended a field trip or overnight at the Zoo before! 
 2. Since 2012, we have provided 49,873 deserving students with free science based programming at the Zoo. Every LCEAF 
  teacher has shared a detailed curriculum outlining how they will incorporate their visit to the Zoo into their classroom,  
  helping to make their classrooms come alive! 
 3. The Education Department strives to create the best standards-based programs by staying up to date on educational  
  trends and innovation. Just as important, we have created a dialogue with teachers committed to serving disadvantaged  
  students. Evaluation is ongoing with each teacher that visits and their feedback directly impacts our programs. 
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Teacher Testimonials

“We were able to make real life connections with the 
animals that we have been studying and reading. With-
out this grant, our students would not have been able 
to go on this outstanding field trip!” 

  Ms. Beighle, 3rd Grade,  
  Crittenden Mount Zion Elementary

“On the trip home, all the students were discussing 
their favorite animals.  We also had parents telling us 
that their children didn’t want to go to sleep that night 
because they were too excited telling them all about 
the trip.”

 Ms. Conley, 5th grade,  
 Blaine Elementary School

“With the assistance of  the Zoo’s Living Classroom 
Education Access Fund, 24 kindergarten students 
from Oyler experienced what some of  us might take 
for granted, a great day at the Zoo. I am very grateful 
to the Cincinnati Zoo and their team of  employees for  
supporting Adopt A Class through their Education  
Access Fund. Thanks to this program, these students  
were exposed to one of  the top 10 zoos in our coun-
try.”

 Ms. Erhardt, Kindergarten,  
 Oyler Elementary School

“We are so appreciative to you and the Foundations  
that sponsor the Living Classroom Access Fund, for  
providing this experience for, not only this 1 child,  
but for each kindergartner at Highland. Such  
experiences tenderize even the smallest hearts that,  
through hardships not of  their own making, might  
seem somewhat callous.”

 Ms. Vernot, Kindergarten, 
 Highland Elementary School


