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YOUR ITINERARY 
 
DAY 1~ 
CINCINNATI /WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 
Your journey begins as you gather in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Nestled 
in the heart of Canada, at the junction of the Red and Assiniboine 
Rivers, Winnipeg offers a unique blend of lifestyle, commerce and 
culture. With a population of over 670,000, the city boasts 36 
museums, over 900 restaurants, 17 theatres and the famous festival 
Folklorama.  
 
Upon arrival in Winnipeg, proceed to your hotel, located near the airport. 
Each of the guestrooms is fully equipped with all amenities including mini-
fridge, microwave, international direct dial, hair dryer, complimentary 
high-speed wireless internet and much more.  
 
After a chance to settle in, meet up with your naturalist guide and have a briefing on your upcoming program. Enjoy 
dinner at your hotel tonight and get to meet your fellow travelers. 
Overnight at the SHERATON FOUR POINTS WINNIPEG HOTEL. (D) http://www.fourpointswinnipegairport.com/. 
 
DAY 2~ 
WINNIPEG 

After a hearty breakfast at your hotel, venture out for a day’s exploration of Winnipeg. 
Begin at the famed Manitoba Museum, the province’s largest heritage center renowned for 
its combined human and natural heritage themes. The institution shares knowledge about 
Manitoba, the world and the universe through its collections, exhibitions, publications, on-
site and outreach programs, Planetarium shows and Science Gallery exhibits. The 
Museum’s collections reflect the heritage of Manitoba and other regions of the world. Eight 
interpretive galleries explore the history and environment of the province from its northern 
Arctic coast to its southern prairie grasslands. The Museum is noted for its Urban Gallery, 
which recreates Winnipeg in the 1920s, and the full-size replica ship Nonsuch, whose 
voyage in 1668 led to the founding of the Hudson’s Bay Company.   
 
Also visit the Fort Whyte Nature Centre, one of 
Canada's premier outdoor education and recreation 
facilities. Fort Whyte features over 400 acres of 
woodlands, wetlands, grasslands and lakes. You 
will have some time set aside to explore some of the 

center’s highlights, including a 70-acre Bison Prairie and viewing mound, 
interpretive trails, family treehouse, bird-feeding stations, floating boardwalks, 
and songbirds, deer and waterfowl in their natural habitat. The Interpretive 
Centre features fascinating exhibits, including the Aquarium of the Prairies 
(Manitoba's largest indoor aquarium.) You will also see The Forks - one of the 
loveliest public spaces in Winnipeg, it is an expanse of riverside property in the 
heart of downtown Winnipeg. A true urban oasis, The Forks has a 6,000 year old 
history yet holds numerous options for dining and shopping alongside natural 
and man-made wonders.  
 
Later, tour the Assiniboine Park Zoo and enjoy a presentation by a Zoo 
representative. The Zoo currently boasts over 1,800 animals of 300 different 
species in its collection, including such spectacular and popular favorites as the 
Siberian tiger, polar bear, snow leopard, monkeys and the spirit bear for the 
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native peoples, a rare white black bear that was orphaned and now makes its home at the Zoo.  Due to local weather 
conditions, the Zoo specializes in cold-hardy species from northern latitudes and mountain ranges.  Established in 1904, 
the Zoo has a long record of displaying and breeding rare and endangered species, such as Bald and Golden Eagles and 
musk ox.  Through cooperative efforts with other zoos, most of the animals have been bred in captivity, lessening the need 
to capture animals from the wild.   
Overnight at the SHERATON FOUR POINTS WINNIPEG HOTEL. (B,L,D) 
 

DAY 3~ 
WINNIPEG / CHURCHILL 
Depart your hotel on a morning flight for 
Churchill, located 700 miles to the north (the 
same latitude of Stockholm, Sweden.) It is 
here each year, in the fall, along the west 
shore of Canada's Hudson Bay, where one 
of the world's most fascinating wildlife 
events occurs. There's no better place to see 
some of nature's most magnificent sights, 
from massive polar bears to the spectacular 
northern lights of the Aurora Borealis. The 
town of Churchill is situated in the 7,250-
square-mile Cape Churchill Wildlife 
Management Area. This ecological sanctuary 
is home to over 150 species of birds, 500 
species of plants and 44 species of mammals. 
As you explore the tundra, you are apt to see 
Snowy Owls, Eider Duck, Willow Ptarmigan, 
Gyrfalcons, lemmings, Arctic fox, caribou 
and of course, the "Lord of the Arctic" – the polar bear. The ecosystem supports a diverse range of life, including plants and 
taiga (sub-arctic) forest that have adapted to the harsh surroundings.  Among the sights: 100-year-old spruce trees that are 
scarcely 10 feet tall; lichens, miniature shrubs and flowers that burst into a blaze of colors in the spring; and plants that sprout 
and produce leaves, blossoms and seeds – all in a month's time. 
 
The wildlife management area was established in 1978 to protect the polar bear. You'll see these giant creatures forage for 
food in the summer or hunt seal on the ice of Hudson Bay in the late fall. The bears spend the entire winter on the ice. Only 
pregnant bears move to traditional dens, where they will give birth to cubs weighing a mere 1-1/2 pounds. 
 
Your home for the next three nights will be in Churchill, a small town of about 800 people on the barren, rocky coast of 
Hudson Bay in Northern Manitoba. It originally was a trading 
post for furs, then a whaling community. Now, its main boast 
is that it is the only easily accessible human habitat where 
polar bears can be seen in the wild.  
 
From October through mid-November, more than 1,200 bears 
migrate from their summer ranges along the bay south of 
Churchill up to the capes where the ice forms the earliest and 
will support their weight so they can begin their annual hunt 
for seals, their primary source of food.   
 
Upon arrival in Churchill, you will tour the local and historical 
points of interest such as Cape Merry, the port of Churchill, 
Miss Piggy and Manitoba Conservation’s Polar Bear Holding 
Facility. Drive through town and head west toward Cape 
Merry which provides stunning views of the Hudson Bay 
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shoreline and the distant Prince of Wales Fort across the Churchill River. Stop by the notorious plane wreck, “Miss Piggy”; 
this plane (apparently) carrying a cargo of pigs met its rocky demise in 1979. Visit the facility of the Polar Bear Alert 
Program which was established in 1980. The program is unique, 
and receives a large number of media and group presentation 
requests each year. The priorities of this program include: 

 protecting human life from polar bears 

 protecting polar bears from harassment or the need to be 

euthanized 

 minimizing damage to property from polar bears 

 minimizing the potential of food conditioning and/or human 

habituation of polar bears 

 ensuring the safety of Manitoba Conservation and Water 

Stewardship staff working with the Polar Bear Alert Program 

 
After lunch visit the Eskimo Museum which was created as a labor 
of love by the late Jacques-Marie Volant, a member of the clergy 
who worked toward the preservation of the Inuit culture. Started in 1948, the museum presents an exquisite collection of 
contemporary Inuit art and also houses sections devoted to the history of the Inuit and life in the Arctic. 
 
Churchill’s fame as the polar bear capital is due to the town’s proximity to the bear’s traditional migration route and 
because the taiga region just south of town is one of the largest polar bear denning areas on earth. As many as 100 

pregnant females make their way there to spend the 
winter, emerging each spring with between 150  -200 
cubs. Another 500 to 600 bears gather every autumn in 
the area where they wait for the bay to freeze so they 
can cross the ice to hunt the seals that live there.  
 
Your home for three nights, located on a quiet side street in 
the northern town of Churchill, will be basic, yet clean and 
comfortable. The inn has 31 spacious and comfortable rooms 
all with en suite bathroom, cable television, telephone, and 
refrigerators. There is free Wi-Fi in all the rooms. 
Tastefully furnished, you will find this to be a comfortable 
home away from home in the tundra.  
Overnight at TUNDRA INN. (B,L,D) 

 

DAY 4~ 
CHURCHILL 
Your day begins with a hearty breakfast before 
departing on the half-hour to 45-minute ride to 
the tundra, where your buggy is stationed. From 
here, you'll travel the tundra, looking for polar 
bears and other fascinating wildlife. Exploring on 
the tundra buggies is an adventure in of itself. 
These all-terrain vehicles lumber across the 
tundra at a leisurely pace. Expert guides 
accompany you, leading you through the 
wilderness to discover the polar bears. From a 
height of nearly 15 feet, the buggy provides the 
best view of the bears in their natural habitat. 
While your vehicle is heated, the windows are 
open for photography. When there is a strong 
breeze, the temperature inside can drop well 
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below freezing. The vehicle floors are metal, 
so do wear warm footwear, with wool socks 
and thick soles.  Driving over the tundra can 
be rough, but the seats are padded and 
upholstered.  There is a deck on the back of 
the vehicle which can be used as a viewing 
platform when the bears are not close.  
Remember, polar bears are carnivorous and 
wild, so they can be dangerous.  Therefore, 
keep your arms and heads inside the 
"Tundra Buggy" when bears are nearby. 
You'll stay in the tundra till late in the 
afternoon, and return to your comfortable Inn 
when it gets dark. 
 
While on the tundra, your meals will be 
provided in picnic form, including hot items 
such as soup! Lunches will consist of hot soup, bread, hot beverages 
and soft drinks. 
 
A Polar Bears International species expert will join you on board the 
Tundra Buggy for an in-depth discussion on polar bears and their 
habitat.  The only conservation organization in the world whose sole 
purpose and focus is on polar bears, this organization’s mission is ‘to 
conserve polar bears and the sea ice they depend on. Through media, science, 
and advocacy, they work to inspire people to care about the Arctic, the 
threats to its future, and the connection between this remote region and our 
global climate.’ 
 
On one of the evenings in Churchill (weather permitting) you will 
return to the tundra to view the infamous Northern Lights. If the sky is not overcast, the Aurora Borealis (meaning “dawn 
of the north”) will add another treat to this night's excursion. Throughout a single night, the auroral display varies in 
intensity and form according to a process known as the auroral substorm. The light is produced by a high vacuum 
electrical discharge, a passage of electricity through thin gas usually accompanied by a glow, arc or spark. Energy from 

the sun creates the Aurora and the color 
depends on the type of atoms and molecules 
struck by the energetic particles. A very 
scientific explanation for a mystical and 
unpredictable phenomenon which will leave 
you spell-bound and enveloped in the 
glorious moving art above! The fire and light 
of the aurora borealis fills the sky over 
Churchill with astonishing frequency. The 
erratic dance is accompanied by changing 
colors. The aurora is about 80 miles above the 
ground but local lore has it that if you whistle 
at the aurora, it will make them dance and 
come down to the ground.  
Overnight at TUNDRA INN. (B,L,D)  
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DAY 5~ 
CHURCHILL 
Today offers another day on the tundra. Besides the 
star attraction polar bear, there are close to 150 bird 
species that congregate in Churchill each summer and 
fall, including the Tundra Swan, Horned Grebe, 
Snowy and Short-eared Owls, Golden Plover, Arctic 
Loon, Snow Goose and Sandpiper. You may also spot 
the heart-warming Ross’s Gull or the Willow 
Ptarmigan, which changes from its brown summer 
coat to a wintry white coat.  
 
The Arctic Tern makes the most amazing journey, 
traveling twice each year from pole to pole (13,000 
miles) thus receiving more hours of sunlight than any 
other creature on earth. One can also spot various fox 
species while the ringed seal makes the river its home 
each spring. Beluga whales are also a treasure and can be spotted each summer. Over 5,000 of these creatures populate 
Hudson Bay with 3,000 frequenting the Churchill River in order to feed on the fish that teem there.  
 
Scores of polar bears gather along the shore near Churchill, Manitoba waiting for the bay to freeze to begin the annual 
hunt for their choice prey, seals. Polar bears are normally solitary creatures, but in Churchill, at this time of year, they 
gather, often even mothers and cubs. Polar bears are the world’s largest land-dwelling carnivores. These magnificent 
animals, which average in weight from about 500 pounds for females to well over 1,000 pounds for males, have been 
called “The Lords of the Arctic.” They are skilled hunters, with keen noses that can detect odors 20 miles away and pick 
up the presence of seals under three feet of ice and snow. They have no natural enemies and therefore no fear. 
 
Tonight, enjoy a wine and cheese reception where a Polar Bears International representative will have a presentation on the 
polar bears. 
Overnight at TUNDRA INN. (B,L,D) 

 
DAY 6~ 
CHURCHILL / WINNIPEG 
Your morning begins with an 
exhilarating dogsled excursion hosted 
by a local resident and dog sledding 
expert. You will learn about the 
historical significance of dog sledding 
in the north as well as enjoy an 
exhilarating ride behind a strong 
team of huskies on a custom-made 
sled.   
 
You will also have a chance for an 
optional helicopter ride (at an 
additional cost). Your pilot will be a 
truly experienced polar bear research 
aviator. Your aerial tour gives you a 
bird's eye view of polar bears, arctic 
foxes, caribou and wolves. The 
helicopter ride is a 60 minute tour.  
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After lunch, visit the Parks Canada Interpretive Centre for an educational presentation about the history of the Churchill 
area. Later, transfer to the airport for your evening flight back to Winnipeg. Return to your airport hotel and enjoy a 
farewell dinner. Time to reminisce about all the bears you’ve seen and the wild adventure you had in the north. 
Overnight at the SHERATON FOUR POINTS WINNIPEG HOTEL. (B,L,D) 
 

DAY 7~ 
WINNIPEG /CINCINNATI 
After breakfast, bid farewell to your Arctic adventure as you head out to the airport, bringing with you the memories of 
this special place. (B, Meals Aloft) 
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INCLUSIONS 
 

 Three nights accommodation at the Four Points by Sheraton in Winnipeg. 

 Entry to Manitoba Museum, Assiniboine Park Zoo and Fort Whyte Alive. 

 Roundtrip flights from Winnipeg to Churchill, Manitoba. 

 Three nights accommodation at the Tundra Inn in Churchill. Accommodation is rustic, but comfortable with 
private facilities. 

 Churchill and area tour, including a stop at the Churchill Eskimo Museum. 

 Dogsled excursion in Churchill and interpretive program. 

 Parks Canada Interpretive Centre. 

 Northern lights viewing session (weather permitting). 

 Evening presentation and wine and cheese reception hosted by Polar Bears International. 

 Two full-days guided Tundra Buggy Adventures. 

 All transfers in Churchill and Winnipeg.  

 GST taxes.  

 All meals are included in Churchill. A farewell dinner is included in Winnipeg. All other meals as indicated in the 
itinerary. 

 Cincinnati Zoo escort will accompany the group with a minimum of 10 travelers. 

 Led by an Interpretive Guide throughout. 

 Gratuities for baggage handling, hotel tips and taxes. 

 All entrance fees to places of interest visited and on sightseeing tours indicated in the itinerary. 

 Complimentary passport wallet and baggage tags. 

 Embedded Medical Insurance. 
 

 

EXCLUSIONS 
 

 Roundtrip flights from Cincinnati to Winnipeg including departure taxes and fuel surcharges (quoted separately.) 

 Tips to Drivers, Guides and Lecturers and other conveyance attendants. 

 Cost of passport. 

 Helicopter tour. 

 Excess baggage charges levied by airlines. 

 Meals other than specified and all beverages. 

 Personal, trip cancellation, accident and baggage insurance. 

 Any cost not specifically included in the listing above. 
 
 

PLEASE  NOTE  THAT  THE  ITINERARY  SEQUENCE  IS  CORRECT AT THE TIME OF WRITING  
BUT IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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OPTIONAL HELICOPTER TOUR IN CHURCHILL 
 
Experience the majesty of Canada’s largest ecosystem from a few hundred feet (approximately 328 feet) above the ground 
on a one-hour helicopter excursion. You will set out from the town of Churchill in a three- or six-passenger helicopter with 
an experienced interpretive pilot and fly across the desert-like tundra and northern sections of the boreal forest in search 
of wildlife, including polar bears, moose, ringed-seals, caribou, and Arctic fox. 
 
Adventure Highlights 

 
The changing landscape 

 The aerial tour includes historical sites such as the Ithaca shipwreck and the Prince of Wales Fort, which played a 
key role in the 18th-Century French/English rivalry for control of the territory and resources around Hudson Bay. 

 
Delving into the history 

 Covering more than half of the country, Canada’s boreal forest is alive and teeming with waterways and plant-
life. You’ll begin at the most northern tip of the boreal forest before sweeping northward over the frozen desert-
like tundra, far above Manitoba’s tree line. 

 
Plenty of Wildlife spotting 

 The tour takes guests directly over Wapusk National Park, home of Legendary Cape Churchill and elusive 1,500 
lb. sparring polar bears. The helicopter tours are adapted daily to the migration patterns of the animals which 
enable you to experience the best wildlife viewing and photographic opportunities. 

 

At present, the cost is $495 per person, currently subject to change. Reservations are required in advance. Please indicate on 
your reservation form if helicopter is required. If due to weather the helicopter ride is not possible, the cost will be refunded 
to travelers upon their return. There’s no refund if travelers cancel while on tour. 
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 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

Winnipeg 
Every effort will be made to provide all the touring in the itinerary, but it is dependant on arrival and departure times 
from your home city. We will do our utmost to give enough time at the marvelous Manitoba Museum, Assinaboine Zoo 
and fit in Fort Whyte Nature Center as best we can.  Please understand that due to time constraints these tours might be 
rushed, or amended. 
 

Churchill 
The weather could be cold and quite windy.  Snow 
may be on the ground hindering walking.  Layering 
and warm clothing is essential. You must be able to 
climb the stairs of the tundra vehicle as well as of 
your hotel. It can be cold in the buggy and essential 
footwear, thermal undergarments, parkas and 
appropriate clothing is highly recommended.  Our 
operator provides gear rental as follows: 

 Canada goose parka – CAD $25 per day, 
currently 

 Canada goose pants – CAD $20 per day, 
currently 

 Baffin boots - $15 per day, currently 
If any of these items are required, contact us to 
make the arrangements. 
 
General 

 True adventure in travel can sometimes be 
accompanied by unexpected changes in 
conditions, itineraries and occasionally your 
accommodations. Participants should travel 
with a spirit of adventure and flexibility. 
Remember to pack your patience and sense 
of humor! Be willing to look past self-
imposed ideals of Western amenities and do 
not compare these new experiences with 
your life back home.  

 Travel often includes visiting destinations 
with modest infrastructures and a bending 
definition of comfort. Accommodations in 
Churchill are comfortable, but quite rustic. 

  Participants should generally be in good 
health.  

 
Air Schedules 
Choosing the best possible air arrangements for our 

travelers is always a challenge. We work with many airlines that offer the best level of service, routings and value for our 
programs. While there may indeed be more direct routings available with another airline, the cost of these flights may not 
be within the budget that allows us to give you the best value possible. If you prefer to purchase your own international 
air, please feel free to choose the “land only” rate for this program. The start and end city for this program is Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  
 
Upon registration, you must provide your full legal name as it appears on your passport. In the event an airline ticket is 
issued with incorrect information you have provided, you will be responsible for charges associated with reissuing the ticket.  
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YOUR JOURNEY AT A GLANCE 
 

INCLUDING: WINNIPEG & CHURCHILL 
 
HOSTED BY:  CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN 
 
ESCORTED BY:  AN ESCORT FROM THE CINCINNATI ZOO & BOTANICAL GARDEN 

 
DATES:  OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 
 

COSTS: BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY MAIN PROGRAM BASED ON 10 TRAVELERS 

LAND ONLY COST $7,695 PER PERSON 

ESTIMATED AIRFARE FROM CINCINNATI, ECONOMY, INCLUDING 

TAXES & FUEL SURCHARGES (CURRENTLY, SUBJECT TO CHANGE)** 

$890 PER PERSON, ADDITIONAL 

SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT $1,795 PER PERSON, ADDITIONAL 

HELICOPTER RIDE (CURRENTLY, SUBJECT TO CHANGE) $495  PER PERSON, ADDITIONAL 

*SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: VALID FOR FIRST TWO SINGLE ROOMS BOOKED. IF MORE THAN TWO SINGLE ROOMS, ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENT MAY APPLY. 
SINGLES ARE ASSIGNED ON A FIRST COME/FIRST SERVE BASIS. 
**ALL INTERNATIONAL AIRFARES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND BASED ON MINIMUM OF 10 TRAVELERS. TAXES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL 

TICKETED. IF LESS THAN 10 TRAVELERS, THE FARE WILL INCREASE & SUPPLEMENTAL COSTS WILL BE GIVEN TO THE TRAVELERS PRIOR TO ISSUING 

THE TICKETS, APPROXIMATELY TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. NOTE THAT THE SPECIAL RATES NEGOTIATED BY CLASSIC ESCAPES ARE NOT 

UPGRADABLE 
 

DEPARTURE CITY: CINCINNATI 
(DEPARTURES FROM OTHER CITIES ARE POSSIBLE AT EXTRA COST) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


