
Living Classroom Access Education Fund (LCEAF) at the 
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden 

Grant Application Process Updates! 

Hello Teachers! We are excited to announce we are continuing our LCEAF grant for field trips and overnights 
for qualified schools this coming school year! If you have applied for this grant in the past, we wanted to let you 
know about a few changes in the application process and requirements to receive this grant.  

In the past, the requirements were: 

1. Statement of financial need in the form of 70% or more of your student population receiving 
Free/Reduced Lunches. 

2. A description of how this trip will enhance learning in the classroom. 
3. A detailed lesson plan with an explicit description of what your students will do when visiting the Zoo 

including standards being met and learning objectives. 

Outlined below are the new requirements for qualification and the application process.  

Requirements for Qualification 

1. Statement of financial need in the form of 70% or more of your 
student population receiving Free/Reduced Lunches. This may 
come in the form of a signed statement from your school 
principal or a source stating your status. This should be from 
the 2017-2018 school year if possible. 

2. School must be in the Greater Cincinnati area. This includes 
schools in one of the counties listed on the right. 

3. Students must participate in and submit post-field  trip 
assessment (more information will be provided upon grant 
approval). 

4. Must choose one of the following programs to participate in: 

 A Close Encounter Animal Demo 

 A CREW tour 

 Zoo self-guided activities 

 A Green Sustainability Tour  

 An Overnight Adventure program 
 

OR 
 

 Submit an alternate lesson plan to get approved 
 
Filling out the Application 

1. Indicate the school name and which county the school is located in. 
 

2. Upload a document with a statement of your school populations Free and Reduced Lunch percentage. 
 
 

3. Provide contact information for the school and the teacher submitting the application. If applying for 
several classes or a grade, include the contact information of all participating teachers so we can work 
with each teacher for the post-assessment requirement. 

 

NEW! 

Approved Counties for LCEAF 

Grant 

 Brown, OH 

 Clermont, OH 

 Hamilton, OH 

 Warren, OH 

 Butler, OH 

 Wilmington, OH 

 Clinton, OH 

 Boone, KY 

 Bracken, KY 

 Campbell, KY 

 Gallatin, KY 

 Grant, KY 

 Pendleton, KY 

 Dearborn, IN 

 Franklin, IN 

 Ohio, IN 

 



 
4. List preferred dates for the field trip or overnight 

Note: Grant daytime field trips are not available on Thursdays and Fridays in April-May and grant 
overnights are not available Friday or Saturdays year-round.  
 

5. List the estimated totals of students and adults attending 
For every 10 students registered, you will receive one free adult admission (adults defined as 
both teachers AND chaperones) and you will be required to pay for any additional adults 
beyond the Zoo’s 1 to 10 policy on the day of your trip. Additional chaperones are only $6.50 
each! The total chaperone payment must be paid when you, the teacher checks in. If not, 
chaperones would be charged the regular admission rate at the gate. 
 

6. If arriving on school busses or charter busses, let us know how many you will be taking and if they are 
staying for the day 
Note: School bus parking is free, but private vehicles are $10.00 per vehicle. So any chaperones 
driving separately must pay for their parking. 
 

7. Indicate which additional activity (Close Encounter, CREW tour, self-guided activity, green tour) your 
class will be participating in or upload an alternate lesson plan to be approved. This lesson plan should 
include state standards that are being addressed and what you will be doing at the Zoo.  
 

8. Agree to have the students complete a post-assessment 

Information About the Zoo’s Available Educational Programs and Activities for the Field Trip 

We want to ensure that your trip to the Cincinnati Zoo enhances learning in your classroom. To aid in this 
endeavor, we provide several standards-based programs and activities at the Zoo. We ask that you include 
one or more of our programs/activities during your field trip. Or if you prefer to submit your own lesson plan for 
the field trip, we will review your submission and let you know if it is an approved alternative. Listed below are 
the programs and activities the Zoo provides: 

1. A Close Encounters Animal Demonstration introduces students to live 
animals while sharpening students’ sensory and observation skills as 
well as supporting Tri-State academic standards! PreK-12th grade can 
participate. For more information visit: Close Encounters 
 

2. Download one or more self-guided activities that are standards-based, 
multi-curricular activities that encourage learning and exploring! These 
activities range from PreK-12th grade. 
To look at available Self-Guided Activities view: Self-Guided Activities 

 
3. Take a guided tour and presentation at the Center for Conservation and Research of 

Endangered Wildlife (CREW). Get a chance to see scientists in action and learn about 
ongoing projects with both plants and animals. Available for 6th grade and up. 
For more information about CREW and educational opportunities view: CREW Outreach 
 

4. Sign up your students to learn about the Zoo’s Green Initiatives during a walking tour 
of the Zoo! Grades K-12 or College can participate in these tours. For more information about 
when these tours are offered view: School Green Tours 
 

5. Have an Overnight Adventure at the zoo by partaking in one of our standards-
based and unique overnights! Included are hikes and activities, animal 
demonstrations, and a provided breakfast. Available for 2nd grade and up. 
For available overnight programs and descriptions view: School Overnights 

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/fieldtrips/close-encounters-school/
http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/fieldtrips/self-guided-school-activities/
http://cincinnatizoo.org/conservation/crew/crew-outreach/
http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/fieldtrips/school-green-tours/
http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/animal-adaptations/group-overnight-topics/


 

When filling out the application, you will indicate which activity or activities you plan to incorporate into your 
field trip. If interested in a Close Encounters animal demonstration, a CREW tour, green tour, or an overnight a 
member of our Education Registration Team will work with you to find an available day and time for your 
program. If your requested dates, times or programs are already fully booked, we will contact you for alternate 
options. 

Post Field Trip Assessment Requirement 

Through this grant program, we hope the Zoo visit can supplement classroom learning. Furthermore, we hope 
to change the way students view science. To better understand if the grant field trips are making a difference in 
how students perceive science process, we ask your help in collecting data by administering and submitting an 
assessment after the students’ field trip. These tests should take about 20 minutes or less to complete. Each 
teacher attending the field trip must administer and report the results. Once you receive the grant, we will work 
on a timeline with you for the post-tests. The completion and submission of the post-test will determine future 
grant eligibility. Keep this requirement in mind when choosing the date for your field trip. 

 

*More information will be provided upon grant approval*  
 
Confirmation 
 

 Submitting an application DOES NOT confirm your class has received financial aid. 

 LCEAF Grant requests can take up to 3 weeks to process. 

 If your application is incomplete and you are asked to resubmit it, please understand that grant funds 
are limited and will be awarded on a first come, first serve basis. Therefore, resubmission does not 
guarantee financial aid and the application will not be considered until it is completed and requirements 
are met. 

 If your school receives the grant, we will contact the teacher to get the process started. 

 If you receive this aid, you are only approved for the number of students listed on your invoice. If you 
bring additional students the day of your trip, these students will be charged the $6.50 rate. 

 If your class receives financial aid, all requirements must be met (ie. post-assessments). We maintain 
records of requirements being fulfilled and failure to do so may affect future grant requests. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again for your interest in the Living Classroom 
Education Access Fund! 

 
This new application for the 2017-2018 school year is 

live!  
 
 

 
 

Any questions?  
Please contact School Services at 

LCEAF@cincinnatizoo.org 

mailto:LCEAF@cincinnatizoo.org

