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COLD WEATHER CRITTERS
Brr-rr-rrr, get out the gloves, jackets and hats; winter is coming! 
Good thing many animals have built-in cold weather gear!  Join us 
for this four day adventure as we meet cold weather animals face-
to-face, hike to animal exhibits, discover the local wildlife that can 
tough out the harsh cold, just like we can!

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
Some animals are more than meets the eye.  From beautiful butter-
flies and peacocks to beastly bearded dragons and bats, we’ll see 
why looks can be deceiving and learn why there are just as many 
reasons (if not more) to love the beasts as the beauties.  By the end, 
we will learn that there is beauty in every beast.

4 Year Olds – 2nd Grade
4yr. Olds + Kindergarten

1st-2nd Grades

3rd-6th Grade
WINTER WARRIORS AND
FAIR WEATHER FRIENDS
Some animals are equipped to tough out the cold and snow while 
others migrate or hibernate to avoid the winter weather altogeth-
er. Whether they stay or go, these animals’ bodies are adapted to 
survive the long chill, sleep, or journey that comes with this time of 
year. During this fun, hands-on program, we will investigate our own 
cold-weather adaptations with Zoo hikes, compare our adaptations 
to those of other animals with animal visits, and use games and 
other activities to have fun exploring and playing together.

BLEND, BOLT OR BITE!
Animals can behave in different ways when faced with danger!  They 
can: blend in, bolt out of sight or turn and bite!  Discover the tricky 
ways animals keep safe in this week-long camp that features up-
close animal encounters and opportunities for excitement around 
every corner! 

photo by Crissi Lanier

WINTERCAMP SPRING BREAKCAMP
Dates: December 27-29: 9am-4pm
Cost: $135/Members, $150/Non-members
Note: grades will be further sub-divided based on registration numbers

   Dates: March 26–30 or April 2–6: 9am-4pm  
 Cost: Members: $220*/ Non-Members: $235*
*Cost for 7th-8th Grade Camp: Members: $225/Non-Members: $240

After Care Session
4–5:30pm
Cost: $33

NEW
This Year!

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zoo-camp/


ANIMAGINATION
From Fantastic Beasts and Pokémon Go to Angry Birds and Pete’s 
Dragon, there sure are a lot of magical, mythical creatures in movies 
and media! Come to this camp and we’ll learn about some of the 
real-life inspirations for these fantastical beasts, uncover some amaz-
ing adaptations of actual wildlife and then use what we learn plus 
our imaginations to “discover” and present a new species of our own 
creation.    

Dr. Zoolittle’s Animal Training Camp
Discover how to “talk” to animals! Campers will be training more 
NEW behaviors with a variety of Zoo animals including goats, chick-
ens and other birds. Learn about animal behavior and motivation 
while applying training techniques taught by Zoo professionals. By 
the end of camp, animals will be eating out of your hands, literally! 

3rd-4th Grades

5th-6th Grades

7th-8th Grades
Mini-Maynard Training Camp
Join us for a week long adventure and discover what it takes to 
become a future Zoo director!  Our Zoo director, Thane Maynard is 
known as a wildlife expert, a naturalist, author, and a regular on T.V. 
shows promoting wildlife conservation.  Campers will experience 
the many different jobs Thane has done on the way to becoming 
our Zoo director.  Campers will learn about animal handling, go 
behind the scenes with Zoo animals and create a “90-second
naturalist” video of their own on their way to becoming the next
Zoo director.  So watch out Thane!!
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CAMP
   Dates: March 26–30 or April 2–6: 9am-4pm  
 Cost: Members: $220*/ Non-Members: $235*
*Cost for 7th-8th Grade Camp: Members: $225/Non-Members: $240

4 years-6th Grade

HOLIDAY DAY
CAMPS

Zoo Play-Date
Is play an important part of your day? It is to-
animals here at the Zoo! In this one-day camp, 
we will explore how both human and non-hu-
man animals use play to stay healthy and learn 
how to get along with others. With interactive 
activities and observations of animals both 
in the Zoo and in the classroom, we will learn 
about how play is useful in keeping our animals 
happy and healthy. We will even create some 
special enrichment toys for some special Zoo 
residents to enjoy. 

Note: grades will be further sub-divided based on 
registration numbers

Dates: January 15 (MLK Day) or
February 19 (President’s Day): 9am-4pm  
Cost: Members: $50/ Non-Members: $65

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zoo-camp/
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PRE-K
BIRD TREATS
Feeding birds in the winter can be a treat for them as well as a treat 
for us as we watch them at the feeders. Discover the names of some 
of your wintertime feathered neighbors, meet a bird up close in 
the classroom, and make a special (nut-free) treat for your backyard 
birds that you can take home and share.
Dates:   December 12, 13, 15 or 16: 10-11am 
Cost:     Members: $11/Non-Members: $15

SEASONALHIGHLIGHTS
PENGUIN-PALOOZA
Are you feeling “penguin-y”? With games, animal visitors, and more, 
we’ll dive in for an exciting look at penguins and discover what 
makes these birds so unique! 
Dates:  December 12 or 16: 10-11:30 am
Cost:    Members: $12/Non-Members: $16

1ST-2ND GRADE
ARCTIC ANIMALS
Enjoy the beginning of the winter season as we learn how animals 
survive in the snow and ice. We’ll meet some animal friends in the 
classroom and then hike in the Zoo to visit some of our animals who 
are “dressed” for the cold. We’ll end with a fun, wintery craft to take 
home and share what we learned.      
Dates: December 12: 10-11:30 am or March 16: 2-3:30 pm
Cost:  Members: $12/Non-Members: $16

KINDERGARTEN
WELCOME WINTER!
Cool wind, swirling snowflakes, waving branches, fluffy animals, 
there are so many fun textures and sights in the winter. We’ll make 
use of our winter wiggles with dramatic play and fun activities, be-
coming snowflakes, bunnies, trees, and the wind. Animal visitors will 
also join us to help us experience the look and feel of winter as we 
celebrate the season. 
Dates:  December 12, 13, 15 or 16: 9:30-10:15 am & 11-11:45 am
Cost:    Members: $11/Non-Members: $15

TODDLERS  (18-36 Months old)

http://cincinnatizoo.org/seasonal-highlights/
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POLE-TO-POLE
Brrr…it’s cold out there! So, how come some animals seem right at 
home in the snow? We’ll learn about the special adaptations that 
allow certain animals to make it through the winter with some ani-
mal visitors, a Zoo hike, and a chance to test our skills mimicking the 
behaviors of some cold-tolerant critters.  
Dates: December 12: 10-11:30 am or 16: 2-3:30 pm
Cost: Members: $12/Non-Members: $16

3RD-4TH GRADE

5TH-6TH GRADE
LET’S PLAY
When the winter weather makes you stay inside, how do you avoid 
cabin fever? Enrichment of course! Come and learn about what it 
takes to keep our Zoo animals’ minds and bodies busy when they 
cannot stay outside all day. Then, help create some enrichment 
items to brighten the day of some special Zoo residents. 
Dates: December 12: 10 am-Noon or 16: 1:30-3:30 pm 
Cost:  Members: $12/Non-Members: $16

BACKSTAGE PASS:
HIP HIPPO HURRAY!
The world has caught Fiona fever, but she is more than just a pretty 
face! Come and learn about the conservation and care that goes 
into being a keeper for Fiona and her family with a guided tour led 
by a hippo caregiver.  We’ll learn the ins and outs of their building 
and their personalities from the experts and even get a sneak peek 
at their behind the scenes holding area!
Dates:  December 16: 1:30-2:15 pm
Cost:  Members: $40/Non-Members: $55

7TH-8TH GRADE

photo by Mark Dumont

http://cincinnatizoo.org/seasonal-highlights/


    Join the club  
  and hang with  
  the Troop!

Sensational Senses
Can you smell as well as an aardvark or hear as well as a bat eared fox? Animals 
have the best senses in the world! Come to this 4 week series where you and 
your child will explore the world like our Zoo animals do. We will use our senses to 
experience our world through discovery activities like dramatic play, zoo hikes, live 
animal encounters, and crafts. 

Steps
1. Discover how animals use their senses.
2. Explore our world using all of our senses. 
3. Make new friends and learn to share our world together. 

Purpose
When I have finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have discovered how animals 
explore their world and how I can explore my world using my senses. 

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 9, 16, 23 & 30: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am
 Home School Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am
 Fridays: January 12, 19, 26 & February 2: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am
 Saturdays:  January 13, 20, 27 & February 3: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am

Cost:   Members: $60/Non-Members: $75

Hoot and a Holler 
“Grr,” says the tiger, “Quack,” says the duck, “Hiss,” says the… cockroach? Animals 
sure do have a lot to say! Come to the Zoo and learn to talk to the animals in their 
language! We’ll tweet, growl, and moo our way through this 4-week series as we 
learn to listen to and mimic the sounds around us. 

Steps
1. Discover how animals use their senses.  
2. Explore our world using all of our sense of smell, sight, touch and hearing.  
3. Make new friends and learn to share classroom props and space during class. 

Purpose
When I have finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have discovered my voice and 
how animals have a voice of their own. 

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 9:30-10:15 or 11-11:45am 
 Fridays: February 16, March 2, 9: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 9:30-10:15am or 11-11:45am 

Cost:   Members: $60/Non-Members: $75

Toddlers

ZOOTROOP5
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Exploring Your World 
Join us for this four week series as we identify and discover animal coverings! We 
will touch fur, feathers and scales, and explore with sight, touch and sound. We will 
meet animals face to face in the classroom and out in the Zoo. 

Steps
1. Discover how animals use their senses and body to move about. 
2. Explore the Zoo and community by using our senses. 
3. Make friends and learn to share our community together. 

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have discovered how animals 
explore their world and how I can explore my world using my senses.    

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 9, 16, 23 & 30: 10:00am -11:00am
 Home School Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10:00am -11:00am
 Fridays: January 12, 19, 26 & February 2: 10:00am -11:00am
 Saturdays: January 13, 20, 27 & February 3: 10:00am -11:00am

Cost:   Members: $60/Non-Members: $75

Finding Friends 
When you look at an ant mount, does it look like complete chaos? When you see 
birds flying together- did they just happen to join one another? Join us for this four 
week series as we investigate how animals communicate and live with one another! 
We will meet animals face to face in the classroom and out in the Zoo.  With the 
same instructor and group each week we will communicate and share with our class-
mates, working together to find out just how animals communicate like you and me!

Steps
1. Identify ways in which animals can communicate.  
2. Meet animals up close and observe what they look like and how they feel. 
3. Make new friends and learn to share classroom space and materials amongst  
 them. 

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure, I will be able to understand that animals 
can communicate by vocalizations, touch, sound and listening to one another.    

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 10:00am -11:00am
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 10:00am -11:00am
 Fridays: February 16, 23, March 2 & 9: 10:00am -11:00am
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 10:00am -11:00am

 Cost:   Members: $60/Non-Members: $75

Pre-KToddlers

ZOOTROOP

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/
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Kindergarten
Say What?!
What do colorful feathers, fancy foot work, squawking and poop all have in com-
mon?! Most animals may not be able to “talk” in the same way that we do, but they 
sure do know how to communicate with each other in a diversity of ways! During 
this 4-week series, we’ll meet these unconventional “talkers” up-close and use our 
senses to figure out what kind of messages they are trying to share.

Steps
1. Explore the different ways animals can communicate.
2. Discover how animals use their senses to communicate with their world.
3. Participate in games and interactive activities to explore our senses.
4. Develop our communication skills and confidence.
5. Make new friends and have fun together!

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure I will have discovered my voice and 
how animals have a voice of their own.   

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 9, 16, 23 & 30: 10-11:30am
 Home School Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10-11:30am
 Saturdays: January 13, 20, 27 & February 3: 10-11:30am

Cost:   Members: $60/Non-Members: $75

Bio-Buddies
Can a moth and a sloth be buddies? Can a tree and a bee be friends? Why not? 
Many animals have unusual friends. This 4 –week series will focus on discovering 
how animals help each other out and how these friendships fit into the balance of 
nature.  

Steps
1. Discover how and why animals build relationships with each other and plants.
2. Build relationships with new friends through interactive games and activities.
3. Learn to cooperate and share out world with each other and animals.
4. Make new friends and have fun together!

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop adventure I will have learned why working
together and making friends is important for me and for plants and animals.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 10-11:30am
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 10-11:30am 
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 10-11:30am 

Cost:   Members: $60/Non-Members: $75

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/
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1st & 2nd Grade
Extreme Senses 
What if you could see and hear a mouse squeaking from hundreds of feet away? 
Some of the world’s coolest critters have the most incredible senses. This 4-week 
series will explore out of this world senses through discovery activities, Zoo hikes 
and live animal encounters.  

Steps
1. Discover how animals use their senses.
2. Understand the physical adaptations that lead to such extreme senses. 
3. Investigate how to use our senses to collect information about our world.
4. Make new friends and learn to work together to share investigative materials.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop series, I will have developed more knowledge 
about how animals use their senses as well how I can use my senses to explore, 
learn and grow!

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 9, 16, 23 & 30: 10:00am-11:30am
 Home School Wednesdays: February 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10:00am -11:30am
 Saturdays: January 13, 20, 27 & February 3: 2-3:30pm

Cost:   Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

Secret Messages 
Shhhh! Some of the biggest animals make the quietest sounds. These careful crea-
tures still work together to survive without making a peep! Join us as we investigate 
the plethora of other ways silent communicators send secret messages to each 
other.  

Steps
1. Discover how animals communicate without having to make a sound.
2. Meet animals up close and learn to interpret their secret messages.
3. Investigate how to gather information and communicate without making a sound.
4. Make new friends and work together to develop our non-verbal communication  
 skills.

Purpose
When I’ve finished this Zoo Troop series, I will have developed an understanding of 
non-verbal communication between animals and humans. 

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 10-11:30am
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 10-11:30am 
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 2-3:30pm 

Cost:   Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

ZOOTROOP

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/
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Eye Saw That!
Do you see eye to eye with wildlife? Maybe, maybe not! Animal eyes are adapted to 
perceive their world and tell them important information to help them survive. Not all 
visual cues are important to all species and not all things look the same to all animals. 
In this series, we will learn about how different species use their uniquely adapted 
eyes and their sense of sight to see their world and how this sense helps them to 
meet their needs and survive in their world.   

Steps
1. Learn about the different kinds of eyesight animals can have
2. Investigate the diversity of eye types within the animal kingdom
3. Discover how predators and prey view the world differently 
4. Make new friends and hone our nature observation skills together
5. Discover what role they can play in helping our local wildlife

Purpose
When I finish this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed my observational skills 
and used them to study animals’ senses of sight and how this affects how they interact 
with their world.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 9, 16, 23 & 30: 10-11:30am
 Home School Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10-11:30am
 Saturdays: January 13, 20, 27 & February 3: 2-3:30pm

Cost:   Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

A Tail’s Tale
A rudder, a signal, a balancer, a breaking system – tails serve all sorts of interesting 
functions. In this four week series, we will look at the science and the structure of 
tails and who uses them for what, the clues a tail can tell about an animal’s lifestyle, 
and the tools that we use to help make up for not having a tail ourselves.   

Steps
1.  Investigate the diversity of tail adaptations found on different animals 
2.  Discover the important role that tails play in the way animals use their habitat
3.  Make new friends and discover our voices as we learn together
4.  Discover what role animals play in inspiring human innovation 

Purpose
When I finish this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed cooperative and team 
working skills and have more knowledge about the way an animal’s adaptations 
can influence its role and place in an ecosystem.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 10-11:30am
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 10-11:30am 
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 2-3:30pm 

Cost:   Members: $65/Non-Members: $80

3rd & 4th Grade

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/


5th & 6th Grade
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Call Me, Maybe
Can you tell the difference between an alarm call and a friendly vocalization just 

by hearing it? How does an animal’s color send a silent message? What does it 
really mean when your cat rubs its head on you?  Scent, color, sound – animals 
use many methods to share information with their friends, foes, and neighbors. In 
this four week series, we will explore the important role that animal communication 
plays both within and between species. We will even learn how to look for and 
recognize the meaning of some common animal communications, and uncover 
the power of our own words and voices by sharing what we learn with our friends 
and family.    

Steps
1.  Investigate the reasons that animals might need to communicate
2.  Discover the ways different animals bodies are adapted to help them
 communicate
3.  Make new friends and discover our voices as we learn together
4.  Discover the ways that our words can influence the way others see the world

Purpose
When I finish this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have worked on my cooperative and 
critical thinking skills and have more knowledge about animal communication and 
the role it plays in social dynamics and between species that share a habitat. 

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10:00am-Noon
 Homes School Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10:00am-Noon
 Saturdays: January 14, 21, 28 & February 4: 1:30-3:30pm

Cost:   Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

Habitat Heroes
What do an alligator, a panda, and a frog have in common? The way they interact 
with their environment plays a uniquely important role in the lives of the species 
with which they share their habitat. During this series, we will learn about what 
terms such as ”indicator species,” “keystone species,” and “umbrella species” mean 
as well as which special animals in our world (and Zoo) fill these roles. 

Steps
1. Learn what terms such as keystone, umbrella, and indicator mean when paired  
 with a species 
2. Investigate the complex relationships that animals within the same habitat share  
 and how conservation actions take these relationships into consideration. 
3. Make new friends and hone our nature observation skills together
4. Discover what role they can play in helping our local wildlife

Purpose
When I finish this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed my observational 
skills and used them to understand inter-species connections within habitats and 
how it affects the diversity found in our natural world.  

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 10am-Noon
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 10am-Noon 
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 1:30pm-3:30pm 

Cost:   Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/
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7th & 8th Grade
Animal Instincts
Finding food, shelter, and safety are essential for an animal’s survival. What about 
things like play and vocalizations, though?  How much of what animals do is 
learned, and how much is instinct? During this series, we will explore the roots and 
causes of some of the different behaviors that animals display every day as well as 
how these behaviors might differ between wild and captive animals.   

Steps
1. Learn about the difference between “nature” and “nurture”
2. Learn about how scientists study and quantify animal behaviors
3. Make observations and develop hypotheses about what we observe
4. Make new friends and discover how to work together 
5. Brainstorm and find creative ways to encourage natural behaviors in some of  
 the Zoo’s animal residents

Purpose
When I finish this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed critical thinking and 
observation skills and will build confidence in my own voice and ideas as I discover 
how I can positively impact the lives of animals at my Zoo (and, maybe, my home).

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: January 9, 16, 23 & 30: 10am-Noon
 Wednesdays: January 10, 17, 24 & 31: 10am-Noon
 Saturdays: January 13, 20, 27 & February 3: 1:30-3:30pm

Cost:   Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

Be Mine
Love is in the air this month. From stinky pheromones to musical duets and gifts of 
food to elaborate dance routines, animals have interesting ways of finding and win-
ning over a mate. During this series, we’ll learn about the role that sounds, sights, 
and smells play in animals finding each other and some of the funny and strange 
things that animals do to win over a prospective partner. We will also learn a little 
about the role that conservation science sometimes needs to play in the whole 
process, both in the wild and right here at our Zoo. 

Steps
1. Learn about the physical and chemical signals animals use to find mates. 
2. Investigate the differences and similarities between the ways human and  
 non-human animals find and court their mates
3. Investigate the way that scientists are helping species maintain genetic diversity  
 in captive populations right here at our Zoo
4. Make new friends and discover how to work together 
5. Work on confidence and leadership skills while learning to speak up for
 endangered species

Purpose
When I finish this Zoo Troop adventure, I will have developed critical thinking and 
observation skills and will build confidence in my own voice and ideas as I discover 
how I can positively impact my world.

Dates: Choose to come every Tuesday, Wednesday, or Saturday for 4 weeks
 Home School Tuesdays: February 13, 20, 27 & March 6: 10am-Noon
 Home School Wednesdays: February 14, 21, 28 & March 7: 10am-Noon 
 Saturdays: February 17, 24, March 3 & 10: 1:30-3:30pm 

Cost:   Members: $70/Non-Members: $85

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/


Zoo Troop participants build 
long-term relationships with Zoo 
staff and animals.
Register for Winter Zoo Troop 
where your child can make
up-close connections with 
nature and wildlife.

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/kids-families/zootroop/
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The Annual Meeting of the Members of the Zoological 
Society of Cincinnati will take place on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16th at 5:30 pm in the Frisch’s Theater in the Harold C. 
Schott Education Center at the Cincinnati Zoo. The annual 
business of the Society, including the election of trustees, 
will take place at the meeting.

Visit http://cincinnatizoo.org/plan-your-visit/membership/

ANNUAL MEMBERS‘
MEETING

These family-oriented programs explore wildlife through animal demonstrations  and hikes
through the Zoo as well as crafts or games in a manner that is sure to be fun for all ages. 

FAMILYPROGRAMS
The Zoo Gourmet
Food is a huge part of celebrating the holidays! At the Zoo, our animals feast 
year-round on carefully planned diets.  Join us for a holiday food frenzy and 
learn how we feed thousands of animals every day.  Through a game, a visit 
from an education animal ambassador, and a behind the scenes tour of the 
Zoo’s commissary, we’ll learn about why different animals eat different foods 
and how the Zoo manages its many menus.  
LIMIT 20 PARTICIPANTS PER SESSION
Dates: December 9, or 16  10-11:30am or 1-2:30pm 
Cost: Members: $8/adult, $8/child; Non-Members: $12/adult, $12/child

http://cincinnatizoo.org/family-programsactivities/


SLEEP WITH THE MANATEES
Did you know that the Cincinnati Zoo is one of only two institutions 
outside of Florida that rescue and rehabilitate manatees? Come 
experience a once-in-a-lifetime sleepover with these gentle giants! 
During the overnight you will enjoy two sneak peeks behind the 
scenes, hike the Zoo at night, experience animal encounters and fall 
asleep with our resident manatees swimming at your feet.
This overnight is for children kindergarten and up. 
At least one parent per family group is required to attend. 
Dates:  January 20 or February 17: 6 pm-9 am the next morning
Cost:  Member $40/Person    Non-Member $45/Person

14

Visit http://cincinnatizoo.org/plan-your-visit/membership/

OVERNIGHTFAMILY

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/overnights/
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Apply to Become a VolunTeen!
ADVENTURE • CONSERVATION • EDUCATION • COMMUNITY

Applications for Summer 2018 are accepted Dec. 1, 2017 through February 28, 2018 

For more information cincinnatizoo.org/support/volunteer
Email volunteens@cincinnatizoo.org  l  Phone 513-475-6139

http://cincinnatizoo.org/support/volunteer/


Apply to Become a VolunTeen!

Applications for Summer 2018 are accepted Dec. 1, 2017 through February 28, 2018 

How to Train Your Dragon:
A beginner’s animal training workshop
Are you passionate about working with animals? Or do you want to learn 
some creative ways to get the animals in your life (pets, spouses, children, 
mother-in-law, etc.) to do what you want? Join us as we introduce the basics 
of Operant Conditioning or Positive Reinforcement Training. Learn about 
training and behavior shaping techniques we use here at the Zoo and how 
powerful motivation and reinforcement can be. This class is for humans 16 
years old and up only. Please leave your pets at home to practice your new 
skills later.
Date: February 19: 1:00-3:00pm
Cost: Members: $55/Non-Members: $70

Wild Side of Love
Spend your Valentine’s Day at the sexiest Zoo in America! Love is in the 
air this year at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. Where else can 
you experience close up animal encounters and enjoy a romantic meal 
with a complimentary champagne toast while cozied up with your special 
someone? It’s sure to warm up you and your sweetheart this Valentine’s 
Day! Experience zoonique opportunities during the love-filled evening 
as valentines will learn about the Wild Side of Love. Guest must be 21 
and older 
Date: February 10 & 11: 6:00-9:00pm

ADULT PROGRAMS

photo by Mark Dumont

photo by Mark Dumont
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ADULT
GARDEN PROGRAMS

PROGRAMS

Part 1: Design Your Landscape
February 7: 7:00-9:00pm 
The focus of this class is the simple steps that every designer takes when 
evaluating a new landscape or renovating an existing landscape. This class 
will set the stage for where you want to take your garden. If you have a new 
house or want to expand on what you already have, this class will give you 
the tools to plan for success.

Part II: The Best Trees And Shrubs For Your Landscape
February 21: 7:00-9:00pm
Choosing the right tree for your landscape can be a hard decision. A slide 
presentation will illustrate the various types of trees that you can use. Screen-
ing, evergreens, and flowering shrubs that will enhance your landscape will 
also be discussed, with a special emphasis on the best trees and shrubs in the 
Botanical Gardens here at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, that will 
provide season long color, and bring pollinators right to your front door. 

Get the most out of your Landscape and Create the Landscape that will enrich your life!

Join Steve Foltz, the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden’s Director of Horticulture, for one of the most informative and complete landscape series for home-
owners in the region. If you are planning on garden renovation or a new installation in your landscape, these classes provide great insight on design, prepara-
tion and plant selection with emphasis on plants that do best in the Tri-state area. Take time now to gain the knowledge of soil preparation, maintenance and 
plant selection, and you’ll be ready to hit the ground running in spring creating a thriving & beautiful garden.

Part III: Bringing In Color And Pollinators With
Annuals And Perennials
February 28: 7:00-9:00pm
Make your garden come alive this year with the use of plants that will pro-
vide more than just beauty to your landscape! Learn the joy of using plants. 
The CZBG has been trialing Annuals and Perennials for over 15 years. See 
which plants we rely on for the best, most beautiful landscape! 

Part IV: Now That I Have It, How Do I Take Care Of It? 
March 7: 7:00-9:00pm
This class will go over all the things you need to do in the garden to help 
make it the best it can be. From lawn care to tree care and everything in 
between, we will walk you through what it takes to put joy back into
gardening!

Part V: Putting It All Together 
March 14: 7:00-9:00pm
This class goes into more depth on which plants go well together and 
combines everything we have learned over the previous 4 weeks. Questions 
about invasive plants, using chemicals in the landscape, insect and disease 
problems will all be covered. This class is really meant to give you the confi-
dence to go out and create the best landscape you have ever done. Healthy 
gardens make for happier, healthier people! Come join us in our quest to 
bring gardening to everyone’s lives!

Cost per Class: Members: $10 / Non-Members: $15  Cost for Series: Members: $45 / Non-Members: $70

Register
for the Series and

Save $5

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/adult-programs/


18

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR BEGINNERS SERIES
Series Description
The Zoo is a great place to learn to be a shutterbug! During this 4 part series, 
Brian Jorg, Zoo Horticulturist and professional photographer, will walk you 
through the fundamentals of digital photography and how to apply this new 
knowledge to photographing wildlife and landscapes. 

Part I: Introduction to Digital Photography
This class, geared toward beginner photographers who want to get more 
out of their camera, will cover SLR camera basics, exposure, aperture, shutter 
speed, close-up, and landscape techniques. This classroom instruction will 
help make you a better photographer. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their cameras to class.
Dates: Sat., January 20th: 5:00-7:00pm or Wed., January 24th: 9:00-11:00am

Part II: Travel Photography
Join us for a two hour photography class that will teach you how to get the 
most out of your travel photography. Whether you plan to go to the Great
Smoky Mountains for a family vacation or the Masai Mara for a grand safari, 
we will show you how to capture the trip in pictures. From traveling with
gear to how to shoot culture, wildlife, and landscapes, this class is for you.
Dates: Sat., February 17th: 9:00-11:00am or Weds., February 21st: 5:00-7:00pm

Get the most out of your Landscape and Create the Landscape that will enrich your life!

Part III: Photo Safari-Spring Blooms
This workshop will blend technical expertise with knowledge of the Zoo’s 
overwhelming flower displays. We will ‘focus’ on landscape and macro 
photography opportunities with our botanical collection. What better place 
to learn all the tricks to take better outdoor images than a botanical garden? 
Attendees should bring their camera and a tripod if they have one.
Dates: Weds., March 28th: 5:00-7:00pm or Sat., March 31st: 9:00-11:00am

Part IV: Photo Safari-Wildlife
This workshop will blend technical expertise with knowledge of the Zoo’s 
wildlife collection. Join us as we peruse the Zoo in search of great wildlife 
shots. What better place to learn all the tricks to take better wildlife images 
than a Zoo? Attendees should bring their camera and a tripod if they have 
one.
Dates: Sat., April 7th: 9:00-11:00am or Weds., April 11th: 5:00-7:00pm

Please register for the Wednesday series or Saturday series
Cost for series: Members: $200 / Non Members: $220
Cost per class: Members: $60 / Non Members: $65 

Register forthe Series and
Save $40

photos by Brian Jorg

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/adult-programs/
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MAKE THE ZOO YOUR CAMPUS! 
The Advanced Inquiry Program (AIP) is a master’s degree track that combines web-based courses 
through Miami University with unique experiences at the Zoo.  This one-of-a-kind graduate program is 
designed for environmental and education professionals, as well as those who have a vested interest in 
our natural world.  Connected to a broad network of “kindred spirits” across the country, our students 
develop their inquiry-driven, investigative skills while striving to create positive change for conserva-
tion and local communities. 

Applications for admission into the next cohort of the AIP are open now, with a deadline of February 
28, 2018 and courses beginning that summer. 

Not too sure about a full master’s program yet?  Need college credit for professional development?  
Try out a standalone graduate course with us instead!

For more information or to apply, go to cincinnatizoo.org/aip.

ADVANCED INQUIRYPROGRAM

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/professional-development/
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Save the Date
March 15th

Join us at RhineGeist Brewery for a fun-filled night of drinks and fundraising for the
Zoo’s Living Classroom Education Access Fund. 

http://cincinnatizoo.org/events/
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ZOOON THE MOVE

...for Schools
$75 per program for 30 students 
max. 30-45 minute state curric-
ulum standards-based topics 
available for pre-K through 12th 
grade. Available Monday–Friday, 
September – first week of June, 
during the school day. For tradi-
tional schools, homeschool co-
ops, Head Start and non-profit 
preschools.

THE ZOO COMES TO YOU
Looking to add something wild to your classroom or event? We will bring the Zoo to you 
during these close encounters with the Zoo’s animal ambassadors. We will travel up to 30 
miles from the Zoo to schools, birthday parties, scout meetings, nursing homes, libraries,  
community events and festivals, and so much more!

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/zoo-to-you/
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...for Community Groups  
$200 per 45 minute program. We have great mix & mingle formats 
for larger groups, or group presentations for 40 participants max. 
Available year-round on weekdays and weekends. For after-hours 
or evening school programs, Vacation Bible schools and church 
groups, libraries, retirement communities and senior homes, scout-
ing events, commercial pre-schools and more.

For more information or to register, call 513-559-7767.

...for Public Groups
$300 per 45 minute program. We have great mix & mingle formats 
for larger groups, or group presentations for 40 participants max. 
Available year-round on weekdays and weekends. For corporate 
events and meetings, private events, birthday parties, festivals, and 
more.

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/schools-teachers/zoo-to-you/




35th Annual

MEMBERS PREVIEW
Friday, November 17, 5-10pm 

6:00 pm – Official Tree Lighting Ceremony

Vine Street Village

6:15 pm – Join Santa as we light the tree

to officially begin the 35th annual

PNC Festival of Lights!

November 18–January 1
Open Nightly 5:00pm–9:00pm,

Fridays & Saturdays 5:00pm–10:00pm 
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

NEW This Year!
• 19 life-size, hand-crafted animal lanterns will light up the Zoo! 
 See a giraffe family standing nearly 12-feet-tall, a flock of six-foot-tall  
 flamingos, a 10-foot-long hippo and her baby, and more! 

• 17-foot Light Wall – featuring classical Holiday Movie Clips

• Giant Interactive Light Bright

Features
Wild Lights Show on Swan Lake – Completely updated with new lights, colors,  
25-foot tree, and floating spheres.
Frozen Wonderland – Get a chance to meet one of the Royal Sisters. 
Gingerbread Village – Peer through the windows to find the mouse hiding in each  
of the newly themed gingerbread houses.

 

http://cincinnatizoo.org/events/festival-of-lights/


HAPPY ZOO YEAR
Sunday, December 31, 5-9pm

Ring in the Zoo Year with a bunch of “party animals”!  
Enjoy an early Zoo Year countdown at 8:55pm with 

party favors and Rozzi fireworks!

powered by

2018 BARROWS
CONSERVATION LECTURE SERIES

January 2 – March 9
Enjoy 

HALF PRICE ADMISSION

Half Price
Days

http://cincinnatizoo.org/events/festival-of-lights/#symple-tab-happy-zoo-year
http://cincinnatizoo.org/events/half-price-days/


Our annual Lecture Series features an exciting lineup of
internationally-acclaimed scientists, explorers, and conservationists.

 
Wednesday, March 7    Gerry Creighton, Dublin Zoo

Giant Footsteps: The future of the Asian elephant 

 
Wednesday, March 21    Julie Scardina

Mission: Wildlife
 

Wednesday, April 11   Paul Smith, Secretary General BGCI
Can botanic gardens conserve all of the world’s rare and

threatened plant species?

Wednesday, April 25    Dr. Amy Dickman
*2018 Barrows Conservation Award Winner*

‘Money, Myths & Man-Eaters:
Big Cat Conservation in Tanzania and Beyond’

July 4-15, 2018:
Wonders of Peru,

Escorted by Brian Jorg, Zoo Horticulturist

June 18-30, 2018:
Kenya Under Canvas,

Escorted by Mike Dulaney,
Curator of Mammals

July 12-25, 2018:
Papua New Guinea
Escorted by Ron Evans,

Curator of Primates 

November 2–6, 2018:
Namibia, 

Escorted by Dan Marsh,
Director of Education

http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/
travel-with-the-zoo/

 

COME TRAVEL
WITH THE ZOO!

2018 BARROWS
CONSERVATION LECTURE SERIES

Tickets go on sale January 1, 2018

January 2 – March 9
Enjoy 

HALF PRICE ADMISSION

http://cincinnatizoo.org/events/winifred-emil-barrows-lecture-series/
http://cincinnatizoo.org/education/travel-with-the-zoo/


THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

Valued Partner of the 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

 Official Chili of the
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Official Soft Drink of the 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden 

Official Snack Food of the Cincinnati
Zoo & Botanical Garden

Preferred Pizza of the
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

 Official Wild About Moms partner of the
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

 Official Healthy Habits Sponsor
of the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

 

Official Sponsor of Gorilla Conservation for the 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Official Sustainability Partner of 
the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Wings of Wonder Bird Show Sponsor “Official Show Us Your Smile” Partner

CINCINNATI ZOO
Official Parking Sponsor of the Cincinnati 

Zoo & Botanical Garden

 

Official Ice Cream of the Cincinnati 
Zoo & Botanical Garden

Official Sponsor of the Animal Encounters for 
the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Official Sponsor of Diversity and Inclusion
of the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Cheetah Encounter Sponsor

http://cincinnatizoo.org/support/sponsorships/

