
Play the Migration Game 

The first thing guests do is find out which migratory bird species they are by spinning wheel 

featuring five different species that migrate between the tropics and Ohio.  

 

Text: 

Play the Migration Game! 

Many birds migrate back and forth between the United States and tropics each year. Along the 

way, they face a number of challenges. Can your flock make the journey?  

 

Spin to find out which bird you are! 

 Ruby-throated hummingbird 

 Common nighthawk 

 Yellow warbler 

 Scarlet tanager 

 Green-winged teal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
For you, the Volunteer Educator 
The purpose of this document is to familiarize you to the species of birds the 
guests choose from: 
 
Scarlet tanager 
Yellow warbler 
Common nighthawk 
Green-winged teal 
Ruby-throated hummingbird 
 
 
NOTE: The text below is paraphrased from “The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North 
America” copyright 2003 by Chanticleer Press, Inc.  
 
 



Scarlet tanager 
Tanagers are medium sized birds with distinctive stout bills. They are generally solitary and stay 
within the foliage of tree, where they feed on insects and fruit Males are brilliant red and 
females and immature are drabber greenish yellow.  
 
Description: The scarlet tanager is common in mature deciduous forests. Usually solitary, in 
upper levels of trees. They feed on insects and larvae gleaned from leaves. Breeding male is 
unmistakable scarlet red with black wings and tail. Female and immature are greenish 
upperside and yellowish underside. 
 
Migratory behavior: The scarlet tanager is a Neotropical migrant, migrating from northern 
South America to American eastern woodlands to breed in the summer.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Migratory map of the Scarlet tanager 

 
Yellow warbler 
The yellow warbler is in a family of birds called wood warblers. These are small active birds with 
short pointed bills. Many species are brilliantly colored in green, yellow and blue with bold 
contrasting patterns. Wood warblers are mainly solitary. They may form loose mixed species 
flocks during migration but are never found in a cohesive single species flock. All feed on small 
insects and berries gleaned from tree leaves and twigs. All are Neotropical migrants. 
 
Description: 
The yellow warbler is common and widespread in any wet brushy habitat such as willow 
thickets. Unmistakable; the only overall yellow bird and yellow dots on the tail. Stout bill with a 
plain face. 



Migratory habits: 
The yellow warbler is a Neotropical migrant, migrating from Central America to American 
eastern woodlands to breed in the summer.   
 

  

 

 
Common nighthawk 
Nighthawks and nightjars are collectively referred to as “goatsuckers” after an old erroneous belief that 
they would fly into barns at night and suckle on goats. They are mainly nocturnal insect feeders and are 
cryptically colored to blend with the surroundings of their daytime perches. Nighthawks are slender, 
with long pointed wings: they are active at dawn and dusk when they can be seen swooping and twisting 
over fields and towns catching insects in midair.   

 
Description: 
Common around fields, ponds and other open areas, as well as towns and cities. Nests on the 
bare ground and on gavel rooftops. Most active at night, but occasionally can be seen hunting 
during the day. Flies high over treetops and buildings.  Will form loose groups and these flocks 
can be seen in migration and feeding flying in flocks.  
 

Migratory map of the yellow warbler 



Migratory habits: The common nighthawk is a Neotropical migrant, migrating from South 
America to America and Southern Canada to breed in the summer.  

 

 
 
 

 Migratory map of the common nighthawk 

 
Green-winged teal 
The green-winged teal is a member of the family of dabbling ducks which include the 
ubiquitous mallard. These are species mainly found on smaller ponds and marshes in shallow 
water, where they feed by at the surface by “dabbling “ their bills in the water or by upending 
to reach deeper; they rarely dive. Unlike most diving ducks the dabbling ducks have legs placed 
further forward on the body so that walking is easier. They are able to take off directly from the 
water without running. 
 
Description: 
The green-winged teal is common in very shallow marshes, flooded fields and mudflats. Found 
in small groups but may gather in large numbers. Feeds mainly on seeds picked from the 
surface of water or mud. Our smallest dick; stocky and short-bodied, with a relatively small 
slender bill. Breeding male distinctive with dark head and white vertical bar on the side of 
breast. Female brown with an obvious buffy streak on the tail. Small size and small slender bill.  
 
Migratory habits: 
The green-winged teal migrates for southern U.S. and Mexico where it is a non-breeding 
resident to Canada and the upper Midwest where it is a breeding resident. It passes through 
Ohio on its way north in the spring and again when migrating south in the fall.  



 
Migratory map of the green- winged teal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ruby-throated hummingbird 
These tiny birds with long bills are unmistakable. They have extremely long primary feathers 
and beat their wings up to 70 times per minute in insect like hovering flight. All hummingbirds 
are essentially solitary and aggressive. They feed on nectar from flowers and tiny insects they 
pick off leaves or catch in flight.  
 
Description: 
Common in wooded areas and edges of woods at flowers or hummingbird feeders; the only 
hummingbird in most of our region. Golden-green upperside usually with a green crown. Male’s 
red throat and black chin are distinctive. Female similar to male but lacks the red throat and 
black chin. Some males may have a nearly black metallic throat.  
 
Migratory habits: 
The ruby-throated hummingbird migrates from Its wintering range in Mexico and central 
America to the all of Eastern America, Midwest and Southern Canada. 
 



 

 

 

 


