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Exhibit Summary 
Originally a reptile house built in 1936, the Wings of the World building was renovated in 1996 to house and display a 
variety of birds from around the world. Elaborate artwork and lavishly planted aviaries give life to naturalistic exhibits, 
portraying habitats such as rainforests, grasslands and coasts. Thanks in part to a Museums for America grant from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), Wings of the World was reinterpreted in 2018 to engage families in 
meaningful shared experiences that connect them to nature through birds and inspire them to become better bird 
neighbors. 
 
As guests meander through the building, which includes two open-air mixed-species aviaries and half a dozen other bird 
habitats, they observe an amazing diversity of birds from across the globe while making connections to our own native 
bird species. Closer, active observation is encouraged through fun, colorful signage that provides bird-watching tips and 
seek-and-find opportunities for younger guests, in particular. Guests can even practice their own bird identification skills 
by playing “Guess Who? Name that Cincinnati Bird”, which is based on the popular board game. 
 
Guests are also invited to “Play the Migration Game,” located in an immersive, interpretive space designed to engage 
families in challenges birds face during migration. Guests role play as a flock of migrating birds as they follow a path of 
bird silhouettes on the floor that leads them from one interactive to the next. Each interactive focuses on a challenge 
birds face during migration while teaching guests how they can make this journey easier by being better bird neighbors. 
At the end of their successful migration, guests celebrate by snapping and sharing photos of themselves inside a bird 
nest. During peak season, volunteer interpreters will be on hand to facilitate and enhance the impact of these activities. 
 
Throughout the building, guests receive conservation messages and suggestions for being better bird neighbors. For 
example, they are encouraged to make their spaces bird-friendly places, to choose shade-grown coffee that protects 
bird habitat, and to make smart energy choices to curb climate change.  They learn about the Zoo’s support of marine 
bird conservation through SANCCOB, and are urged to contribute their own bird observations to citizen science projects. 
Guests are then invited to “Join the Flock” and pledge to take a particular action on behalf of birds. This is integrated 
into a fun photo opportunity just before exiting the building. 
 
As guests stroll down the boardwalk leading away from Wings of the World, we hope we have inspired them to pay 
closer attention to the birds around them and become better bird neighbors. 
 

Big Picture Idea (theme): We can connect to nature through the birds that are all around us.  

 

Supporting Ideas (sub-themes): 

1. Birds are all around us, here at home (cities, parks, forests, backyards) and across the world (rainforest, 

wetlands, grasslands, oceans, etc.). 

2. Be more observant and take notice of the birds that share our space (bird-watching). 

3. We should care about birds because they play important roles in nature (pollination, seed disperser, food chain). 

4. We should care about birds because they provide us with inspiration, beauty and a connection to nature. 

5. Let’s become better bird neighbors and make our space a bird-friendly place (e.g. combating climate change, 

habitat restoration/bird-friendly yards, citizen science, bird-friendly products). 
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Goal 

To engage families in meaningful shared experiences that connect them to nature through birds and inspire them to 

become better bird neighbors 

 

Objectives (short-term, measurable indicators of success) 

Learning: 

After visiting the Wings of the World exhibit, the majority of families will be able to: 

1. Describe the big idea (theme) of the exhibit 

2. Recognize that there are many different kinds of birds found all over the world 

3. Give at least one example of why we should care about birds 

4. Describe at least one bird watching tip they learned 

5. Recall at least one thing the exhibit suggested they could do to become a better bird neighbor 

 

Emotional: 

After visiting the Wings of the World exhibit, the majority of families will: 

1. Say that they had fun with their families 

2. Recall a special moment they had with their family while visiting the exhibit 

3. Express a greater affection for, interest in and/or concern for birds 

 

Behavioral: 

At the Wings of the World exhibit, the majority of families will: 

1. Engage with interactive elements together 

2. Ask each other questions related to the exhibit  

3. Share information related to the exhibit with each other 

After visiting Wings of the World, the majority of families will: 

1. Expect to discuss their experience at the exhibit with each other at some point in the future 

2. Expect to pay closer attention to and observe the birds around them 

3. Intend to take a specific action toward becoming a better bird neighbor 

 

Outcomes (long-term indicators of success) 

Families will achieve: 

1. Increased awareness and understanding of the importance of birds 

2. Increased interest in and connection to birds 

3. Increased involvement in bird-watching 

4. Increased involvement in making their space a bird-friendly place 
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Species List (subject to change) 

In order of display from entrance to exit of building 

 

South American aviary 

Blue-crowned motmot, Momotus momota 

Blue-grey tanager, Thraupis episcopus 

Boat-billed heron, Cochlearius cochlearius ridgwayi  

Golden conure, Aratinga guarouba 

Guira cuckoo, Guira guira 

Peruvian pigeon, Columba oenops 

Red-capped cardinal, Paroaria gularis 

Red-crested finch, Coryphospingus cucullatus 

Saffron finch, Sicalis flaveola 

Scarlet ibis, Eudocimus ruber 

Southern lapwing, Vanellus chilensis 

Sunbittern, Eurypyga helias 

Cattle egret, Bubulcus ibis 

Yellow-rumped cacique, Cacicus cela 

Matamata turtle, Chelus fimbriatus 

Individual habitat 

Fairy bluebird, Irena puella  

 

Australasia aviary 

Bali myna, Leucopsar rothschildi 

Blue-crowned laughingthrush, Garrulax courtoisi 

Bourke's parrot, Neopsephotus bourkii  

Collared finch-billed bulbul, Spizixos semitorques 

Giant fruit bat, Pteropus giganteus 

Guam rail, Gallirallus owstoni 

Masked lapwing, Vanellus miles 

Nicobar pigeon, Caloenas nicobarica 

Shama thrush, Kittacincla malabarica  

Victoria crowned pigeon, Goura Victoria 

White-breasted wood swallow, Artamus leucorhynchus 

White-naped pheasant pigeon, Otidiphaps aruensis 

 

 

Mexico habitat 

Thick-billed parrot, Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha 

  

African savannah habitat 

Buff-crested bustard, Lophotis gindiana 

Golden-breasted starling, Cosmopsarus regius 

Red-and-yellow barbet, Trachyphonus erythrocephalus 

Magpie shrike, Corvinella melanoleuca 

Crested coua, Coua cristata 

Red bishop, Euplectes orix 

Yellow-fronted canary, Crithagra mozambica  

 

Southeast Asia habitat 

Rhinoceros hornbill, Buceros rhinoceros borneoensis  

 

Northern oceans habitat #1 

Smew, Mergellus albellus 

Common murre, Uria aalge 

Pigeon guillemot, Cepphus Columba 

Crested auklet, Aethia cristatella 

Whiskered auklet, Aethia pygmaea 

Atlantic puffin, Fratercula arctica 

 

Northern oceans habitat #2 

Common murre, Uria aalge 

Pigeon guillemot, Cepphus Columba 

Horned puffin, Fratercula corniculata 

 

Southern oceans habitat 

Black-faced ibis, Theristicus melanopis  

Chiloe wigeon, Mareca sibilatrix  

Inca tern, Larosterna inca 

King penguin, Aptenodytes patagonicus 

Magellanic penguin, Spheniscus magellanicus 

Southern rockhopper penguin, Eudyptes chrysocome 
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Exhibit Map  
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Visitor Journey: Interpretive Elements 

Outside entrance 

Along the main Zoo path outside the bird house, guests are greeted by a large, colorful Wings of the World sign 

featuring a blue and gold macaw. Just outside the entrance to the building is an orientation sign, welcoming guests and 

letting them know what to expect during their visit. 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to Wings of the World! 
While you are here… 

 Discover an amazing variety of birds  

 Play the Migration Game with your flock 

 Get to know our penguins by name 

 Practice your bird-watching skills and pick up tips 

 Learn how you can be a better bird neighbor 
 

 

 

 

Entry Area 
As guests step into the building, they are greeted with 
a large, colorful reproduction of Charley Harper’s 
Wings of the World image. A small sign reads: Charley 
Harper, a Cincinnati-based modern artist, originally 
created this image of a colorful flock of birds for a 
poster celebrating Wings of the World in 1996.  
 
Here guests also encounter the first of the “Can You 

Find” signs. These signs aim to engage young children, 

with the help of their adults, in practicing their 

observation skills as they seek and find things listed on 

each sign.  

 

 

 

Signage text: 

Can You Find… 

 A bird that does not fly? 

 A bird of many colors?  

 A bird with a long beak? 

Adults! Help your kids develop their observation skills. Work together to seek and find 

things listed on “Can You Find” signs throughout the building. 

 
 
 
 



Wings of the World Interpretive Guide  8 

 

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, 2018 

 

On the opposite wall, the original donor tiles remain along with sign that recognizes support from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services and a bird-related quote that reads: 
 
In an age when we experience so much of our world through glass—screens, windows, windshields—birds are a vital 

connection to the wild. They reach across any barrier, flitting, surprising, and dazzling, always there to refresh my sense 

of wonder. —Thor Hanson, Author, Feathers, The Evolution of a Natural Miracle 

 
South American Aviary 

Moving through the entry area, guests then enter the first of two free-flight aviaries on the right-hand side. The 

automatic glass doors are treated with patterned vinyl and a small sign reads:  

  

Bird-safe Glass 

Adding a pattern to glass doors and windows makes them visible to birds and help prevents collisions. 

 

This lushly planted aviary features about a dozen South American bird species and a single turtle species, introduced on 

small identification (ID) signs along the rail. An orientation sign includes keys for habitat and diet icons that appear on 

the ID signs. 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to South America 

Of all the continents, South America is home to the greatest number of bird species, many of which live in tropical 

forest. 

Habitat Key 

 Forest 

 Shrubland 

 Grassland 

 Wetland 

 Farmland 

 Urban/suburban 

Diet Key 

 Fruit 

 Seeds 

 Nectar 

 Insects 

 Small animals (e.g. reptiles, birds, mammals) 

 Aquatic animals (e.g. fish, crustaceans) 

 

The IDs signs include a photo, common and scientific names, and icons representing habitat and diet. Where applicable, 

there is an icon to designate species that are part of a Species Survival Plan (SSP) and another icon to indicate species at 

risk based on their IUCN Red List of Threatened Species status. 

  

http://www.audubonmagazine.org/articles/birds/multiple-miracles-bird-feathers
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Signage text: 

Common name Scientific name Habitat icon Diet icon SSP? Species at risk? 

Blue-crowned 
Motmot 

Momotus 
momota 

Forest 
Farmland 

Insects 
Fruit 

Yes No 

Blue-grey 
Tanager 

Thraupis 
episcopus 

Forest 
Shrubland 
Urban/suburban 

Fruit 
Insects 
Nectar 

Yes No 

Boat-billed 
Heron 

Cochlearius 
cochlearius 
ridgwayi 

Wetland Insects 
Small animals 
Aquatic animals 

Yes No 

Golden Conure Aratinga 
guarouba 

Forest 
Farmland 

Fruit 
Seeds 

Yes Yes (Vulnerable) 

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira Shrubland 
Grassland 
Farmland 
Urban/suburban 

Insects 
Small animals 

No No 

Peruvian 
Pigeon 

Columba oenops Forest 
Shrubland 
Wetland 
Farmland 

Seeds 
Fruit 

No Yes (Vulnerable) 

Red-capped 
Cardinal 

Paroaria gularis Shrubland 
Wetland 
Urban/suburban 

Insects 
Fruit 
Seeds 

Yes No 

Red-crested 
Finch 

Coryphospingus 
cucullatus 

Shrubland 
Grassland 
Forest 
Farmland 

Fruit 
Seeds 

No No 

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola Shrubland 
Grassland 
Urban/suburban 

Seeds 
Insects 

No No 

Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus ruber Wetland Aquatic animals Yes No 

Southern 
Lapwing 

Vanellus 
chilensis 

Wetland 
Grassland 
Farmland 
Urban/suburban 

Insects 
Aquatic animals 

No No 

Sunbittern Eurypyga helias Forest 
Wetland 

Insects 
Aquatic animals 

Yes No 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis Wetland 
Forest 
Farmland 

Insects 
Small animals 

No No 

Yellow-rumped 
Cacique 

Cacicus cela Forest 
Grassland 
Urban/suburban 

Insects 
Small animals 
Fruit 
Nectar 

Yes No 

Matamata 
Turtle 

Chelus fimbriatus 
 

Wetland Aquatic animals No No 
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Here we also find our second Can You Find sign, placed low on the glass for kids to see.  

 

 

Signage text: 

Can You Find…  

 A red bird? 

 A yellow bird? 

 A blue bird? 

 

 

On the back wall of the aviary, we see the first sign in a series of bird-watching tips. One of our objectives is to 

encourage people to observe the birds around them in their daily life.  

 

Signage text: 

Bird-watching Tip 

Look at Colors for Clues 

It can be hard to tell apart bird species that look a lot alike, but even similar 

species have slight differences in color patterns. Practice your sleuthing skills by 

finding the differences between these three tanagers.  

Labeled photos of: 

 Blue-grey tanager, Thraupis episcopus  

 Azure-shouldered tanager, Thraupis cyanoptera 

 Golden-chevroned tanager, Thraupis ornata 

Want to be a better bird-watcher? Look for tips on signs like these throughout the 

building.  

 

Also on this back wall, we present our first conservation message related to being a better bird neighbor by choosing 

bird-friendly coffee. We encourage guests to look for the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center’s Bird Friendly® seal as it is 

the most robust of the various coffee certification programs. 

 

Signage text: 

Shade-grown Coffee is for the Birds 

While you’re drinking your morning cup of joe on the patio and 

listening to the birds sing, consider this. You can protect birds by 

choosing coffee grown in the shade of native trees.  

 

Shade-grown coffee farms provide natural habitat for many birds, 

some of which migrate between South America and Ohio such as the 

Baltimore oriole and magnolia warbler.  

 

Look for the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center’s Bird Friendly® seal on 

coffee packaging to know you’re buying certified organic, shade-grown 

coffee.  
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Back Entry Area 

Along the wall as the far end of the entry area, just passed the South America aviary, colorful graphics introduce the idea 

that birds are all around us. On the left-hand side, seven different habitats in which birds can be found both around the 

world and here in our own backyards are featured.  

 

Signage text: 

Wetlands 

 Freshwater marshes and swamps are especially important places for 

many bird species to nest and raise young. 

Cities 

 Quite a few bird species have adapted to city life, taking advantage of 

our tall structures, artificial light and discarded food. 

Grasslands 

 Lots of bird species make a living among the world’s grassy fields, 

prairies and savannahs.  

Forests 

 Forests are home to the greatest number—about 7,500—of bird species 

across the world. 

Oceans 

 Hundreds of different kinds of seabirds rely on the ocean for at least part 

of their life cycle. 

Deserts 

 Even the desert provides a suitable environment for some bird species.  

Backyards 

 Our backyards can offer places to forage, rest and nest for many birds. 

Making our spaces bird-friendly places will be even more important as 

the human population and our impact on natural habitats continue to 

grow. 

 

On a pedestal near the backyard habitat panels, guests encounter the first of six 

pewter statues of native birds displayed throughout the building. This first one is 
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a crow. When you touch it, it plays the bird’s call.  

 

As the wall curves around, guests are encouraged to be a birdwatcher and get to know the birds around you, 
accompanied by life-size images of people bird-watching. A Can You Find sign challenges young kids to seek and find 
bird-watching tools in the images.  

 
 
 
Signage text: 
Can You Find… 

 A pair of binoculars? 

 A sun hat? 

 A book about birds? 
 

 

 

Then on the far right-hand side of the wall, there are four panels presenting bird-watching tips. 

 

Signage text: 
New to Bird-watching?  
All you need to get started is a pair of 
binoculars, a bird field guide and a 
sense of adventure! You can even 
download a bird identification app on 
your phone.  
 
How to Use Binoculars 
1) Find the bird with your naked eye.  
2) Without taking your eyes off the 
bird, lift the binoculars to your eyes.  
Voila!  
 
What Kind of Bird Is It?  

When trying to figure out which bird 

you’re looking at, start by looking at 

the bird’s shape to identify its group.  

 
Put Your Bird-watching Skills to Good 

Use 

Join thousands of everyday citizens—

people like you—in helping scientists 

track and learn about birds. Add your 

observations to the database on 

eBird.org.  

 

Fairy Bluebird Habitat 
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Moving on, guests then come to the next bird habitat, featuring a fairy bluebird. This ID sign is an example of how we 

connect the exotic birds on display to birds right here in our own backyard.  

 

Signage text: 

Fairy Bluebird 

Irena puella  

Fruit-eating birds like Asia’s fairy bluebird help plants spread their seeds. As it flies 

through the forest, the fairy bluebird passes fig seeds in its droppings, giving them 

a chance to grow in new places. Similarly, the Eastern bluebird of North America 

spreads the seeds of trees like flowering dogwood and Eastern red cedar. 

Range: Southern Asia 

Habitat: Forest 

Diet: Fruit, nectar and insects 

Species Survival Plan icon 

 

 

 

 

Common Birds of Cincinnati 

On the left-hand side of the path across from the fairy bluebird 

is the Common Birds of Cincinnati interpretive wall. The 

purpose of this area is to increase awareness and familiarity 

with some of the more common birds found in the Cincinnati 

region. There is a game based on the popular board game, 

Guess Who?, whereby guests play in two teams to identify the 

other team’s Mystery Bird by asking yes or no questions about 

it. The signage on the wall behind the game repeats the photos 

of the 16 birds included in the game and provides additional 

information on each bird.  

 

 

Signage text: 

Common Birds of Cincinnati 

Get to know some of the birds commonly found in the Cincinnati area. Have 
you seen them before?   

 Allover bright red with a spiky head crest? That would be a male 
northern cardinal, one of Cincinnati’s showiest birds.  

 That bird with an orange breast tugging worms out of the ground? 

It’s an American robin. 

 A black cap and chin with striking white cheeks? It must be a Carolina 

chickadee. 

 A large songbird of blue, black and white? This acorn-eater is a blue 

jay. 
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 Small head, plump body, long tail? This mostly tan fellow is a 

mourning dove.  

 A tiny flash of green and red with a long bill? You’ve been buzzed 
by a ruby-throated hummingbird. 

 Pond-swimmer with short, green head feathers? This yellow-billed 
fellow is a mallard. 

 Pond-swimmer with long, green head feathers? This red-eyed 
wonder is a male wood duck. 

 Earlike feather tufts and a yellow-eye stare? A great horned owl 
has you in its sights. 

 Seriously sharp, curved beak and reddish-brown tail feathers? I spy 
a red-tailed hawk. 

 A long-legged, long-necked, long-billed fishing bird? That’s a great 
blue heron. 

 That red-headed bird with a six-foot wingspan soaring in the sky? 
It’s sure to be a turkey vulture flying by. 

 

Here guests encounter the next two pewter bird statues as well, that of a blue jay and a robin. When touched, they play 

the bird’s call. 

 

A Can You Find sign is placed low on the wall to invite younger kids and their adults to seek and find birds with specific 

features.  

 

 

Signage text: 

Can You Find… 

 A bird that looks like it’s wearing a black hat? 

 A bird with yellow eyes? 

 A bird you’ve seen in your yard? 

 

 

There is also another bird-watching tip sign. 

 

 

Signage text: 

Bird-watching Tip 

Be an Early Bird 

The early bird gets the worm, and so the early birder has the best chance of seeing 

birds when they are most active at dawn. 
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Up against the wall is a game table where guests can play Guess Who? Name That Cincinnati Bird! It is based on the 

popular board game, Guess Who?, whereby guests play in two teams to identify the other team’s Mystery Bird by asking 

yes or no questions about it. The same 16 birds featured on the wall are used in the game.  

 
Text: 
Guess Who? Name That Cincinnati Bird! 
Can you correctly identify the other team’s Mystery Bird before they identify yours? 
 
How to play: 

1. Split into 2 teams, and sit on either side of the game 
board. 

2. Move the pointer to select your team’s Mystery Bird 
below. 

3. Flip up all the panels on your board to see the birds. 
Carefully notice all of their differences. 

4. Both teams take turns asking YES or NO questions about 
the coloring, size or adaptations of the other team’s 
Mystery Bird to try to identify it. 

5. When you rule out any birds, put those panels down. 
6. When you think you know the other team’s Mystery 

Bird, take a guess on your turn. 
 
Congratulations on your bird identification skills!    
All of these birds are found in the Cincinnati area. Have you seen them before?   
 
 
Australasia Aviary 

Next, guests come to the second mixed-species open-air aviary. About a dozen bird species and one bat from the 

Australasia region are introduced on small ID signs along the rail. An orientation sign includes keys for habitat and diet 

icons that appear on the ID signs. 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to Australasia 

The continents of Australia and Asia and neighboring islands support a wide variety of bird species.  

Habitat Key 

 Forest 

 Shrubland 

 Grassland  

 Wetland 

 Farmland 

 Urban/suburban 

Diet Key 

 Fruit 

 Seeds  

 Nectar 
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 Insects 

 Worms 

 Small animals (e.g. reptiles, birds, mammals) 

 Aquatic animals (e.g. fish, crustaceans) 

 

 

Signage text: 

Common name Scientific name Habitat icon Diet icon SSP?  Species at risk? 

Bali Myna Leucopsar rothschildi Forest 
Shrubland 

Seeds 
Fruit 
Insects 

Yes Yes (Critically 
Endangered) 

Blue-crowned 
Laughingthrush 

Garrulax courtoisi Forest Fruit 
Insects 

Yes Yes (Critically 
Endangered) 

Bourke's Parrot Neopsephotus bourkii  Shrubland 
Urban/suburban 

Seeds No No 

Collared Finch-
Billed Bulbul 

Spizixos semitorques Forest 
Shrubland 

Fruit 
Seeds 
Insects 

No No 

Shama Thrush Kittacincla malabarica  Forest Insects 
Fruit 
Worms 

No No 

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles Wetland 
Grassland 
Farmland 
Urban/suburban 

Insects 
Worms 
Seeds 
Aquatic animals 

Yes No 

Nicobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica Forest Insects 
Seeds 
Fruit 

Yes Yes (Near 
Threatened) 

Victoria Crowned 
Pigeon 

Goura victoria Forest 
Wetland 

Seeds 
Fruit 

Yes Yes (Near 
Threatened) 

Giant Fruit Bat Pteropus giganteus Forest 
Wetland 
Farmland 

Fruit 
Nectar 
Insects 

No No 

White-breasted 
Wood Swallow 

Artamus leucorhynchus Forest 
Wetland 
Farmland 
Urban/suburban 

Nectar 
Insects 

No No 

White-naped 
Pheasant Pigeon 

Otidiphaps aruensis Forest Seeds 
Fruit 

No Yes 
(Vulnerable) 

Guam Rail Gallirallus owstoni Forest 
Shrubland 
Wetland 
Grassland 
Farmland 

Fruit 
Seeds 
Small animals 
 

No Yes (Extinct in 
the Wild) 
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We find another Can You Find sign, encouraging young kids and their adults to use their observation 

skills. 

 

Signage text: 

Can you find… 

 A bird perched in a tree?  

 A bird on the ground? 

 An animal with wings that is not a bird? 

 

 

 

And another bird-watching tip is presented. 

 

Bird-watching Tip 

Shhh… 

If you want to get close to birds, walk slowly and keep your voice low to avoid scaring 

them away. 

 

 

 

 

Mexico Habitat  

Leaving the Australasian aviary, the next habitat guests happen upon houses thick-billed parrots from the mountains of 

Mexico. Signage features an orientation sign, ID sign, conservation sign and a bird-watching tip. 

 

 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to Mexico 

Mexico’s mountain pine-oak forests offer a cool climate 

within the tropics that supports a number of bird species 

unique to this ecosystem.  

Habitat Key 

 Forest  

Diet Key 

 Seeds 

 Fruit 

 Insects  
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Common 
name 

Scientific name 20 word text Habitat 
icon 

Diet 
icon 

SSP? Species at risk? 

Thick-billed 
Parrot 

Rhynchopsitta 
pachyrhyncha 

The colorful and noisy thick-billed 
parrot is named for the big, strong 
beak it uses to crack open nuts. 

Forest Seeds 
Fruit  
Insects  

Yes Yes 
(Endangered) 

 

Saving an Endangered Parrot 

The only living parrot species native to the United States, the 

thick-billed parrot once ranged into Arizona and New Mexico. 

Efforts to reintroduce them in the United States have been 

unsuccessful; thus, protecting the Mexico population is the best 

hope for the species’ survival.  

 

 

Bird-watching Tip 

Listen, Then Look 

Birds are often heard before they’re seen. Listen for leaves rustling, 

seed pods dropping, and of course, birds calling. Then look for 

movement in the direction of the sound to spot the bird. 

 

 

 

Above the habitat is a bird-related quote in a cloud panel.  

 

Signage text: 

Birds add beauty to our lives, interesting behavior to observe, and 
are prime indicators of how well we are taking care of our 
planet. —Donna McCarty, Amos W. Butler Audubon Society 
 

 

 

  

http://www.amosbutleraudubon.org/
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African Savannah Habitat 

Next comes the African savannah habitat, featuring a mixed species flock. 

 

Signage text:  

Welcome to the African Savannah 

The Africa savannah—a tropical sun-baked grassland with 

scattered trees—is rich in bird life.   

Habitat Key 

 Shrubland 

 Grassland 

 Wetland 

 Farmland 

Diet Key 

 Fruit  

 Seeds 

 Leaves 

 Insects 

 Small animals (e.g. reptiles, birds, mammals) 

 

Common 
name 

Scientific name 20 word text Habitat icon Diet icon SSP? Species 
at risk? 

Buff-crested 
Bustard 

Lophotis 
gindiana 

The buff-crested bustard is named 
for a crest of feathers along the back 
of the male’s neck that stand up 
when displaying. 

Shrubland 
Grassland 

Seeds 
Fruit 
Leaves 
Insects 

Yes No 

Golden-
breasted 
Starling 

Cosmopsarus 
regius 

The golden-breasted starling breaks 
into termite mounds with its pointed 
beak similar to how a woodpecker 
digs into tree bark for bugs. 

Shrubland 
Grassland 

Insects Yes No 

Red-and-
yellow 
Barbet 

Trachyphonus 
erythrocephalus 

Tough little birds, red-and-yellow 
barbets will mob snakes, mongooses 
and other predators to drive them 
away. 

Shrubland 
Grassland 

Fruit 
Seeds 
Insects 
Small 
animals 

Yes No 

Magpie 
Shrike 

Corvinella 
melanoleuca 

Shrikes, including the magpie shrike 
and the loggerhead shrike native to 
Ohio, are also called butcherbirds for 
their brutal habit of impaling prey on 
thorns or branches.  

Forest 
Grassland 

Insects 
Small 
animals 

No No 

Crested Coua Coua cristata A type of cuckoo bird, the crested 
coua’s long tail helps it balance as it 
walks along tree branches. 

Forest 
Shrubland 
Grassland 

Fruit 
Insects 
Small 
animals 

Yes No 

Red Bishop Euplectes orix The red bishop belongs to the same 
family of perching songbirds as do 
the sparrows we see here in Ohio.  

Wetland 
Grassland 
Farmland 

Seeds 
Insects 

No No 
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Yellow-
fronted 
Canary 

Crithagra 
mozambica  

Canaries, including the yellow-
fronted canary, are small, social 
songbirds in the finch family known 
for their sweet melodies. 

Shrubland 
Grassland 
Farmland 

Seeds 
Leaves 
Insects 

No No 

 

Nearby the African savannah habitat, a Can You Find sign engages young children and their parents. 

 

Signage text: 

Can You Find…  

 1 bird with a very long tail 

 2 birds that are alike 

 3 birds of different colors 

 

 

Southeast Asia Habitat 

Then comes a Southeast Asia habitat featuring the rhinoceros hornbill. Signage includes an orientation sign, ID sign, 

interpretive sign on hornbill nesting behavior, and an interpretive sign relating hornbills to horned owls. 

 

 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to Southeast Asia 

The forests of Southeast Asia are home to many bird species 

that are found nowhere else in the world.   

Habitat Key 

 Forest 

Diet Key 

 Fruit 

 Insects 

 Small animals  

 

 

 

Common 
name 

Scientific name 20 word text Range Habitat 
icon 

Diet icon SSP? Species at 
risk? 

Rhinoceros 
Hornbill 

Buceros 
rhinoceros 
borneoensis 

A large fruit-eating, forest-
dwelling bird, the rhinoceros 
hornbill sports a rhino horn-
shaped casque on its beak. 

Southeast 
Asia 

Forest 
 

Fruit 
Insects 
Small 
animals 

Yes Yes (Near 
Threatened) 
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Dedicated Parents 

Though many birds nest in tree holes, hornbills take it to another 

level. The female builds a wall to close off the entrance, sealing 

herself inside with the eggs. The male provides her food through 

a small slit over the next few months until it’s time for her to 

emerge and help bring food to the hatchlings. 

 

 

 

What do a hornbill and a horned owl have in common? 

Though unrelated, the rhinoceros hornbill is similar in size to our 

native great horned owl. While both have “horn” in their names, 

neither bird truly has horns. Like the hornbill, the great horned 

owl often nests in tree holes, but does not seal up the entrance.  

 

 

To encourage kids to look closely at the hornbill’s behavior, we have another Can You Find sign located here. 

 

Signage text:  

Can you find… 

Watch the hornbills closely. Are they doing any of these things?  

 Eating 

 Resting 

 Grooming its feathers 

 Interacting with each other 

 Hopping on branches 

 Playing with an object 

 

 

As guests prepare to move into the next section of 
the building, they pass by a bird-related quote 
printed on a cloud.  
 
Signage text: 
Birds make any place a chance for discovery, they 

make a garden seem wild, they are a little bit of 

wilderness coming into a city park, and for a bird 

watcher every walk is filled with anticipation. 

What feathered jewel might drop out of the sky 

next? —David Sibley, Author 

 

  

http://archive.audubonmagazine.org/features1009/specialpullout-eastern.html
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PLAY THE MIGRATION GAME Interpretive Space 

The next section of Wings of the World is a dedicated interpretive space in which guests Play the Migration game. 
Families/groups role play as a flock of migrating birds traveling from South America to Ohio. They follow a trail of bird 
silhouettes on the floor from start to finish and engage in challenges focused on threats migrating birds face to their 
survival along the way. With each challenge, guests learn how they can make life a bit easier for birds by being a better 
bird neighbor in specific ways. It ends with the flock climbing into a nest in an Ohio backyard and taking a photo of their 
success to share with others. (If guests so choose, they can bypass the migration space and continue on to see the rest 
of the bird habitats.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Enter from front of building Exit to rest of building 
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A) Play the Migration Game 

The first thing guests do is find out which migratory bird species they are by spinning wheel featuring five different 

species that migrate between the tropics and Ohio.  

 

Text: 

Play the Migration Game! 

Many birds migrate back and forth between the United States and tropics each year. Along the way, they face a number 

of challenges. Can your flock make the journey?  

 

Spin to find out which bird you are! 

 Ruby-throated hummingbird 

 Common nighthawk 

 Yellow warbler 

 Scarlet tanager 

 Green-winged teal 
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B) Watch Out for Windows! 
The first challenge asks guests to navigate through a “collision course” of glass windows, following the bird outlines on 

the floor around three windows. Each window has an interactive element through which guests can apply a different 

solution to making the glass bird-safe. (A cabinet is built into the bottom of the corner window for interpreter storage.) 

 

Signage text: 

Watch Out for Windows 

As your flock flies through cities and towns, you’ll need to avoid crashing into glass windows. Birds can’t see glass and 

will fly into it, thinking it’s an open space. Make these windows bird-safe as you fly around them.  

 

Window #1 text: 

Fly Around!  

Birds can’t see glass and will fly into a window, thinking it is an open space.  

Pull up to make this a bird-safe window! 

Guest raise a mesh screen to cover the window. Text panel applied to screen: Add a screen outside your window to 

create a pattern birds will see. 

 

Window #2 text: 

Watch Out! 

We can save millions of birds a year by making our windows visible to them. 

Crank to make this a bird-safe window! 

Guests raise a window with ABC bird tape applied to it in vertical stripes 4 inches apart: Break up the large space with 

tape. Birds won’t try to fly through vertical spaces smaller than 4 inches wide.  

 

Window #3 text: 

Don’t Crash! 

There are plenty of affordable ways to make our windows safer for birds.  

Push down to make this a bird-safe window! 

Guests move vertical blinds to cover window with them standing half open: Draw your vertical blinds, but leave them 

half-open to create a barrier birds may see. 
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Interpretive panel on wall at end: 

Your flock safely flew around the windows! 

How can you make your windows at home more visible to birds?  

Break up the reflection into small spaces—less than 2 inches tall or 4 inches wide—that birds won’t try to fly through.  

 

Try these options: 

 Place adhesive dots or decals in a pattern on the 

outside of glass windows. Try Feather Friendly® 

Residential Marker Pattern Tape for easy 

application. 

 Add horizontal or vertical lines to the outside of 

your windows. The American Bird Conservancy’s 

BirdTape is inexpensive and effective.  

 Cover your window with a mesh screen.  

 Drawing your blinds or curtains during the day 

can help, but less so than marking the outside of 

glass windows.  

 

C) Spot the Predators 

In the next corner along the migration route, guests are challenged to find the predators hiding among a 12-foot-long 

wall mural of a woodland park. Layered panels on the walls give the mural some dimension, and it features bird the final 

three pewter bird statues—chickadee, woodpecker and cardinal—in addition to the predators to be found. The 

chickadee is perched on top of a bird house, which includes tips on building a better bird house. The cardinal is perched 

on a bird feeder, and includes tips on bird feeding. The woodpecker is on the side of a tree. The four predators are a 

hawk, fox, snake and housecat. Guests are urged to keep their cats indoors since they are not natural predators and 

especially troublesome to birds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signage text: 

Spot the Predators 
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Be on the lookout for predators! Hawks, foxes and snakes love to eat birds for lunch. Cats are especially troublesome 

since they are not natural predators. 

Work with your flock to spot the predators hiding nearby.  

Can you find: 

 A hawk?  

 A fox?  

 A snake?  

 A housecat?  

Keep your cats indoors to keep local birds safe!  

 

 

Signage text: 

Bird Feeder Safety Tips 

A great way to get to know the birds around you is to observe them at a bird feeder. When done right, a feeder can 

safely add to a bird’s natural diet. 

 

Keep it Clean and Dry 

When seeds get wet and dirty, mold and bacteria can grow and make birds sick. A tube feeder keeps birdseed pretty dry, 

yet you should still clean it out and replace the seed every other week. 

 

Keep it Safe 

Hang the feeder near shrubs and trees so birds can take cover quickly, and use a guard to ward off squirrels. Hawks will 

target birds at feeders, so if you see one hanging around, take the feeder down for a few days until the hawk moves on. 

 

Signage text: 
Build a Better Bird House 
Follow these tips to provide a safe and successful home for birds. 
 
Make it Sturdy  
Use untreated, unpainted wood and galvanized screws.  
 
Keep it Dry 
An overhanging, sloped roof and drainage holes in the floor will help keep it dry. 
 
Just Right Temperature 
Ventilation holes and ¾-inch thick walls keep the house from getting too hot or cold. 
 
Keep Out Predators 
Use a metal guard to keep predators from climbing the pole. 
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D) Bird-friendly Backyard 

The next challenge is to create a bird-friendly backyard habitat. An interactive panel features a large illustration of a 

backyard. There are five rotating panels set within the scene. Guests work together to turn each 3-sided panel until they 

make the best choice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: 

Make this Backyard a Bird-friendly Habitat 

Your flock needs safe places to stop for food, water and shelter and good habitat at the end of your journey. Backyards 

can provide great rest stops and summer homes for migratory birds. Work with your flock to make this backyard a bird-

friendly habitat.  

 

Choice panels: 

A – hummingbird feeder 

Side 1: 

Help out hummingbirds! Turn to choose 

the best hummingbird feeder. 

Side 2 (poor option): 

Is this the best choice? Offering red 

sugar water in a tube feeder with a 

single feeding spot is probably not; turn 

to make a better choice.  

Side 3 (best option): 

Is this the best choice? With no added 

dyes and several feeding spots, this 

easy-to-clean saucer feeder should keep 

hummingbirds happy and healthy.   

A 

B 

C 
D 

E 
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B – bird house  

Side 1: 

Give birds a safe place to live! Turn to choose the best bird house. 

Side 2 (poor option): 

Is this the best choice? Birds won’t be very safe in this brightly-colored house on a short pole without a predator guard. 

Turn to make a better choice. 

Side 3 (best option): 

Is this the best choice? Birds should be safe from predators in this natural wood house on a tall pole with a predator 

guard.  

 

C – Cat inside or outside window 

Side 1: 

Keep birds safe from cats! Turn to make the best choice for your tabby.  

Side 2 (poor option): 

Is this the best choice? Cats that roam outdoors will kill birds even if they’re not hungry. Turn to make a better choice. 

Side 3 (best option): 

Is this the best choice? Keeping cats indoors saves birds from these non-natural predators. 

 

D – bird bath options 

Side 1: 

Offer clean water for drinking, bathing and keeping cool. Turn to choose the best bird bath. 

Side 2 (poor option): 

Is this the best choice? This fancy bath may look nice, but it’s too tall, the water is too deep, and the bowl is slippery. 

Turn to make a better choice. 

Side 3 (best option): 

Is this the best choice? Mimicking a natural, shallow puddle is the best way to offer water to birds. 

 

E – native or exotic plants 

Side 1: 

Feed the birds with native plants! Turn to find the best plant choice.    

Side 2 (poor option): 

Is this the best choice? Though exotic flowers like daffodils may be pretty, they are not a natural food source for birds. 

Turn to make a better choice. 

Side 3 (best option): 

Is this the best choice? Chickadees, nuthatches and cardinals love to eat seeds from native flowers like the black-eyed 

susan. 
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To the right of the interactive is an interpretive panel that explains what makes a good habitat.  

 

Signage text: 

Make Your Space a Bird-friendly Place 

Birds are all around us. They share our yards, parks and 

cities. As wild spaces become scarce, it’s important to 

make our spaces bird-friendly places.  

 

Food - Native plants provide seeds, berries and nectar 

as well as attract insects that birds eat. 

Water - Birds need clean water for drinking, bathing 

and keeping cool. 

Shelter - Birds need places to nest, take cover from 

weather and hide from predators and prey. 

Bird-friendly Habitat - “Thanks, Neighbor!” 

 

To the left of the interactive are four interpretive panels that provide more detail on the topics presented in the 

challenge. 

 

Signage text: 

Give Birds a Safe House 

Bird houses can provide safe nesting places, and are especially important in areas 

lacking natural habitat. To make a bird house safe from predators like snakes, 

raccoons and cats, consider these tips.  

 Use natural wood; it’s less likely to attract attention from predators than 

bright colors. 

 Avoid perches that give predators something to hold onto; birds don’t need 

them. 

 Mount the house on a pole that is at least 5 feet off the ground and has a 

metal guard that makes it hard for predators to climb.  

 

 

 

Just Add Water 

Though we typically think of birdbaths as concrete bowls on pedestals, mimicking a 

natural, shallow puddle is the best way to offer water to birds.  

 Keep it low as birds look for natural water sources on or near the ground. 

 Keep it shallow—water should be no more than two inches deep—and add 

gravel or stones to provide footing. 

 Scrub out the bath and refill it every other day to keep it clean and fresh.  
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Hang a Hummingbird Feeder 

A feeder can provide hummingbirds with the necessary fuel to survive migration, 

particularly in areas with few natural sources of nectar. To keep hummingbirds happy 

and healthy, consider these tips. 

 Hummingbirds are territorial, and less likely to fight over a feeder with 

several feeding spots.  

 A saucer feeder is easier to clean than a tube feeder, which should be done 

every few days.  

 Sugar water with no added dyes is best; red dye can make hummingbirds 

sick.  Mix ¼ cup of sugar in 1 cup of water, and replace it every few days. 

 

 

 

The Best Native Plants for Birds 

Live in Cincinnati? Consider growing these native plants to provide food and shelter to birds. 

Labeled photos of following plants, include birds in photos when possible 

 Eastern red cedar 

 Northern white oak 

 Flowering dogwood 

 Northern spicebush 

 Black-eyed susan 

 Great blue lobelia 

 Trumpet vine 

 Cardinal flower 

Search for the best native plants to grow for birds in your region at 

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants. 

 

  

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
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E) Nest 

Once a flock has completed their migration through all the challenges, 

they can then begin to nest! A photo opportunity places the group 

inside a nest with foliage behind them and text that reads: Our flock 

safely migrated to Cincinnati! They are encouraged to take photos and 

share on social media. 

 

Signage text: 

You Made It! 

Welcome to your summer home in Cincinnati. Now it’s time to start a 

new family!  

Climb in the nest, snap a photo, and share it with your friends. 

#JoinTheCZBGFlock  

 

Something to Think About… 

What was the hardest part of your migration?  

What can you do to be a better bird neighbor?  

 

 

 

Upon leaving the Migration Game space, guests then 

head into the polar section of the building. Before 

reaching the first habitat, there is another bird-related 

quote on a cloud. 

 

Signage text: 

No other creature can transcend earth, evoke beauty, 
inspire dreams, and ground us in nature as does even the 
smallest bird. —Julie Sacco, Director, North Park Village 
Nature Center 
 

 

Northern Oceans Habitat #1 

There are two mixed-species marine habitats that display birds found in oceans and on the rocky coasts of the Northern 

hemisphere. Through glass, guests can view the birds both underwater and on land. The first habitat features the 

following signs. 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to the Northern Oceans 

Many seabirds make their home in the cold ocean waters of the 

Northern hemisphere’s polar region, roosting and nesting on rocky 

islands and coasts.  
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Diet icons 

 Fish  

 Crustaceans 

 Squid 

 Small animals 

 Seeds 

 

Common 
name 

Scientific 
name 

20 word text Diet icon SSP? Species at 
risk? 

Smew Mergellus 
albellus 

A bill with knife-like edges and a hook 
at the tip helps the smew, a small sea 
duck, catch slippery fish. 

Fish 
Crustaceans 
Small animals 
Seeds 

No No 

Common 
Murre 

Uria aalge The common murre looks and acts 
much like a penguin as it dives for fish; 
unlike a penguin, however, it can also 
fly. 

Fish 
Crustaceans 
Squid 

Yes No 

Pigeon 
Guillemot 

Cepphus 
columba  

Using its wings as paddles and feet as 
rudders, the pigeon guillemot can dive 
more than 150 feet deep to the sea 
bottom. 

Fish 
Crustaceans 

No No 

Crested Auklet Aethia 
cristatella 

During the breeding season, a crested 
auklet impresses its mate with a 
forward-curling crest of feathers atop 
its head. 

Crustaceans No No 

Whiskered 
Auklet 

Aethia 
pygmaea 

Like most seabirds, the whiskered 
auklet breeds in large colonies, offering 
some protection from predators.  

Crustaceans No No 

Atlantic Puffin Fratercula 
arctica 

Spines on the roof of its beak and a 
rough tongue help the Atlantic puffin 
hold onto a mouthful of fish at once. 

Fish 
Crustaceans 

Yes Yes 
(Vulnerable) 

 

 
Project Puffin 
We are proud to support the efforts of National Audubon Society’s 
Project Puffin to restore Atlantic puffins to their historic nesting 
islands in Maine. Learn more at www.projectpuffin.audubon.org.  
 

 

 

 

Can You Find… 

 A bird in the water? 

 A bird with a big, orange beak? 

 A bird resting on the rocks? 

 

http://www.projectpuffin.audubon.org/
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Birds are important because they keep systems in balance: they 
pollinate plants, disperse seeds, scavenge carcasses and recycle 
nutrients back into the earth. But they also feed our spirits, marking 
for us the passage of the seasons, moving us to create art and poetry, 
inspiring us to flight and reminding us that we are not only on, but of, 
this earth. —Melanie Driscoll, Director of Bird Conservation for the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Mississippi Flyway 
 

Northern Oceans Habitat #2 

The second Northern oceans habitat features the following birds. 

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to the Northern Oceans 

Many seabirds make their home in the cold ocean waters of the 

Northern hemisphere’s polar region, roosting and nesting on rocky 

islands and coasts.  

Diet icons 

 Fish 

 Crustaceans 

 Squid 

 

Common 
name 

Scientific 
name 

20 word text Diet icon SSP? Species at 
risk 

Common 
Murre 

Uria aalge The common murre looks and acts much like a 
penguin as it dives for fish; unlike a penguin, 
however, it can also fly. 

Fish 
Crustaceans 
Squid 

Yes No 

Pigeon 
Guillemot 

Cepphus 
columba  

Using its wings as paddles and feet as rudders, 
the pigeon guillemot can dive more than 150 feet 
deep to the sea bottom. 

Fish 
Crustaceans 

No No 

Horned 
Puffin 

Fratercula 
corniculata 

When it comes to flying, the horned puffin must 
pump its wings very hard—up to 400 beats per 
minute—to stay in the air. 

Fish 
Squid 
Crustaceans 

Yes No 

 
  

http://magblog.audubon.org/blogger/melanie-driscoll
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To the right-hand side of this habitat, there is a set of interpretive panels that interprets the impact of climate change on 
birds and how we can collectively help curb it. 
 
Signage text: 
Save Birds by Making Smart 

Energy Choices  

 

What’s happening to our climate?  

When we burn fossil fuels like 

coal and gas, the carbon dioxide 

(CO2) that is released builds up in 

the Earth’s atmosphere. This 

buildup acts like a blanket that 

traps in heat and makes our 

climate unstable.  

 

How does climate change affect 

birds? 

Changes to the usual weather 

conditions of an area, or climate, 

makes it harder for birds to 

reliably find the food and shelter 

they need to survive and reproduce.  

 

For puffins and penguins, warming oceans make it harder to catch a meal. As the fish they feed on move to cooler 

waters, the birds have to swim further and dive deeper to find enough food to survive and feed their young. 

 

In North America, the ranges of more than 300 bird species are predicted to shrink and shift as climate change affects 

the conditions birds need to survive. For example, the migratory scarlet tanager may no longer return to our Ohio 

forests in spring by 2080. It will have to fly further north to find suitable habitat, of which there will be 26% less 

available. 

 

What can we do to steady our climate? 

If we all make smart energy choices, our collective actions can help slow down climate change and give birds a better 

chance to adapt over time.  

 Try this! Buy produce and meat raised on local farms. This cuts down on the energy used to transport food over 

long distances. 

 Try this! Unplug electronic devices when not in use.  

 

Plant more trees! 

The best way to reverse climate change is to plant more trees, which take in and store CO2 from the atmosphere. In one 

year, an acre of trees absorbs the same amount of CO2 produced by driving a car around the earth at the equator. 
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Southern Oceans Habitat 

The final habitat in Wings of the World is a marine habitat featuring a variety of birds from the oceans and rocky coasts 

of the Southern hemisphere. Through glass, guests can view birds both on land and in the water. In addition to 

orientation and ID signs, there is also a Can You Find sign and a “Who’s Who?” flip book of individual penguins that 

guests can use to try to identify each penguin by name and colored wing band.  

 

Signage text: 

Welcome to the Southern Oceans  

While all penguins live in the Southern Hemisphere, only a few 

species actually live in icy Antarctica. Most penguins prefer 

warmer climates like that found in the oceans off the rocky coast 

of southern South America.  

Habitat key 

 Ocean  

 Coast 

 Wetland 

 Grassland 

Diet key 

 Fish 

 Crustaceans 

 Squid 

 Small animals 

 Aquatic plants  

 

 

Common 
name 

Scientific 
name 

20 word text Habitat icon Diet icon SSP? Species at 
risk? 

Black-faced 
Ibis 

Theristicus 
melanopis 

Wading birds like the black-faced 
ibis have long legs, necks, and 
bills for catching prey in shallow 
water. 

Grassland 
Wetland 
Coast 

Insects 
Small animals 

No No 

Chiloe 
Wigeon 

Mareca 
sibilatrix 

Like the dabbling ducks found in 
Ohio, the Chiloe wigeon forages 
by tipping headfirst into the 
water and raising its back end 
into the air. 

Wetland 
Coast 

Aquatic plants 
Small animals 

No No 

Inca Tern Larosterna 
inca 

A graceful flier, the Inca tern 
hovers over the sea; spotting a 
fish, it swoops down to snatch it 
up in its bright red bill. 

Coast Fish 
 

Yes Yes (Near 
Threatened) 

King 
Penguin 

Aptenodytes 
patagonicus 

A king penguin can dive nearly 
1,000 feet deep in search of prey; 
that’s deeper than Cincinnati’s 
highest skyscraper is tall.  

Ocean 
Coast 

Fish 
Squid 

Yes No 

Magellanic Spheniscus Like all penguins, the Magellanic Ocean Fish Yes Yes (Near 
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Penguin magellanicus penguin dives and swims with 
ease thanks to a torpedo-shaped 
body and flipper-like wings. 

Coast Squid 
Crustaceans 

Threatened) 

Southern 
Rockhopper 
Penguin 

Eudyptes 
chrysocome 

The rockhopper penguin is 
named for the unique way it hops 
about the rocky shores and cliffs 
where it lives and breeds.  

Ocean 
Coast 

Crustaceans 
Squid 
Fish 

Yes Yes 
(Vulnerable) 

 

 

 

Can you find… 

 A bird with a white mustache? 

 A bird high up on the rocks? 

 A bird with spiky yellow feathers on its head? 

 

 

Meet our Penguins 

Name Gender Hatch date Species Wing band color 

Burger Male August 12, 1983 King penguin Orange 

Martin Luther Male March 13, 1990 King penguin Purple 

Bebe Female February 8, 1995 King penguin Green 

Larry Male February 18, 1985 King penguin Blue 

Coretta Scott Female August 3, 1998 King penguin Pink 

Stacey Female May 24, 2014 King penguin Black 

Buddy Male May 23, 1987 Magellanic penguin No band 

Maggie Male June 14, 1995 Magellanic penguin Bright green 

Ben Male April 30, 2015 Magellanic penguin Orange 

Jerry Male May 8, 2015 Magellanic penguin Yellow 

Chile Female December 11, 1996 Rockhopper penguin Green 

Wallace Male June 17, 1999 Rockhopper penguin Purple 

Bombadil Male June 11, 2002 Rockhopper penguin Black 

Kim Female June 20, 2002 Rockhopper penguin Bright yellow 

Webster Female May 29, 2008 Rockhopper penguin Pink 

Baco Male June 15, 2011 Rockhopper penguin Brown 
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To the right-hand side of the habitat, there is a series of panels highlighting the Zoo’s support of penguin conservation in 
the wild through SANCCOB (Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds). A portion of proceeds 
from VIPenguin Behind-the-Scenes Experiences are sent to SANCOBB. 
 
Signage text: 

Saving Seabirds 

We are proud to support SANCCOB (Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds) in their efforts 

to save penguins and other threatened seabirds. 

 

SANCCOB  

 rescues and rehabilitates oiled, sick and injured seabirds. 

 rears abandoned African penguin chicks and releases them back into the wild 

 furthers our understanding of seabird ecology through research 

 connects people to penguins through education and training programs 

 

Learn more at www.sanccob.co.za.  

 

  

http://www.sanccob.co.za/
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Wall near Exit 

To the left of the Southern oceans habitat, just before exiting the building is a final interactive called #JoinTheCZBGFlock. 

Guests are encouraged to pledge to take an action towards becoming a better bird neighbor. There are four actions to 

choose from, all of which have been addressed in other areas of the building. They then stand with their pledge among a 

large wall mural featuring different life-size birds from around the world while one member takes a photo to share with 

family and friends on social media with #JoinTheCZBGFlock. 

 

Signage text: 

Join the Flock! 

Choose a pledge, stand behind it, snap a picture, and share it with your family and friends to show how you will become 

a better bird neighbor. #JoinTheCZBGFlock 

 

Pledges to choose from: 

We pledge to keep our cat inside to keep birds safe from attack. 

We pledge to unplug electronic devices when not in use to save energy and keep our climate stable. 

We pledge to grow native plants in our yard for birds to use as food and shelter.  

We pledge to make our windows more visible to birds so they don’t fly into the glass.  
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Wall next to exit door 

A final bird-related quote is printed inside a cloud just as guests walk out of the building.  

 

Signage text: 

Open your eyes and look skyward. There are birds all around us – songs to hear, flight to witness, a world of wings to 

wonder about and explore. A wild world is waiting. Right outside this door.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boardwalk leading away from building 

Along the boardwalk extending from the exit of the building, there are four signs that encourage them to keep exploring 

the world of birds in their own backyard.  

 

 

Signage text: 

Look for Local Birds 

The Zoo is a great place to spot many of Cincinnati’s native bird 

species! As you continue exploring the Zoo, keep an eye (and ear) 

out for the following birds. 

 

 

Share Your Bird Sightings with Science 

When do different bird species return in the spring? Are some 

birds growing in number while others are declining? You can 

help scientists answer these questions and more by sharing your 

observations with citizen science projects like these. 

 eBird: Share your everyday bird sightings at 

www.ebird.org.  

 NestWatch: Find a nest to monitor and report what you 

see at www.nestwatch.org.  

http://www.ebird.org/
http://www.nestwatch.org/
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 Project FeederWatch: Put up feeders in winter, count birds and submit data to www.feederwatch.org.  

 Great Backyard Bird Count: Report how many birds you see during this annual global survey that happens in 

February at www.gbbc.birdcount.org.  

 Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC): Join a CBC circle in December to contribute to a bird census at 

www.audubon.org/join-christmas-bird-count.  

 

Which Bird is Which?  

With more than 400 bird species in Ohio alone, how can you tell which one you’re looking at or hearing? Field guides 

and bird identification apps are great tools to help you tell species apart.  

 

Our favorite field guides include: 

 The Sibley Guide to Birds 

 National Geographic Field Guide to Birds of North America 

 Birds of Ohio Field Guide 

 

Try out one of these free birding apps. 

 Merlin Bird ID  

 eBird 

 Audubon Bird Guide  

 

Best Places to See Birds in Ohio 

Birds are all around us, but if you want to see some of the greatest gatherings and a large variety of species, check out 

these birding hotspots in Ohio.   

 Fernald Reserve – all around good birding in wetland, woodland and grassland habitats 

 Edge of Appalachia Nature Preserve – 19,000 acres of forest protected by The Nature Conservancy 

 Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area – grasslands popular for winter birding 

 Oak Openings – more than 200 species have been recorded in this oak savannah  

 Magee Marsh Wildlife Area – great gathering of migratory birds in spring along the lakeshore 

  

http://www.feederwatch.org/
http://www.gbbc.birdcount.org/
http://www.audubon.org/join-christmas-bird-count
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Resources 

Want to learn more about birds? Here are some great resources to check out: 

 

Books 

Handbook of the Birds of the World (16 volume series). Lynx Edicions. 1992-2013. 

National Geographic Field Guide to Birds of North America. Jon L. Dunn. 2006. 

Welcome to Subirdia: Sharing Our Neighborhoods with Wrens, Robins, Woodpeckers, and Other Wildlife. John M. 

Marzluff. 2015. 

The Wonder of Birds: What They Tell Us about Ourselves, the World, and a Better Future. Jim Robbins. 2017. 

Sibley’s Birding Basics. David Sibley. 2002. 

The Sibley Guide to Birds. David Sibley. 2000. 

Birds of Ohio Field Guide. Stan Tekiela. 1999. 

The Living Bird: 100 Years of Listening to Nature. Gerrit Vyn. 2015. 

Living on the Wind: Across the Hemisphere with Migratory Birds. Scott Weidensaul. 1999. 

 

Articles 

National Audubon Society. 2014. Audubon’s Birds and Climate Change Report: A Primer for Practitioners. 

Fee, Jennifer and Nancy Trautmann. 2012. Connecting to Your Community Through Birds and Citizen Science. Science 

Scope. 

 

Websites 

All About Birds, www.allaboutbirds.org  

American Bird Conservancy, www.abcbirds.org  

American Ornithological Society, www.americanornithology.org  

Audubon Christmas Bird Count, www.audubon.org/join-christmas-bird-count 

Audubon Society of Ohio, www.cincinnatiaudubon.org  

Birds of North America, www.birdsna.org  

Bird Life International, www.birdlife.org  

Celebrate Urban Birds, www.celebrateurbanbirds.org  

Cornell Lab of Ornithology, www.birds.cornell.edu  

eBird, www.ebird.org 

Great Backyard Bird Count, www.gbbc.birdcount.org 

National Audubon Society, www.audubon.org  

Neotropical Birds, www.neotropical.birds.cornell.edu  

NestWatch, www.nestwatch.org 

Project FeederWatch, www.feederwatch.org 

Project Puffin, www.projectpuffin.audubon.org  

Smithsonian’s Migratory Bird Center, www.nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds  

Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds, www.sanccob.co.za   

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Migratory Bird Program, www.fws.gov/birds  

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/
http://www.abcbirds.org/
http://www.americanornithology.org/
http://www.audubon.org/join-christmas-bird-count
http://www.cincinnatiaudubon.org/
http://www.birdsna.org/
http://www.birdlife.org/
http://www.celebrateurbanbirds.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.ebird.org/
http://www.gbbc.birdcount.org/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.nestwatch.org/
http://www.feederwatch.org/
http://www.projectpuffin.audubon.org/
http://www.nationalzoo.si.edu/migratory-birds
http://www.sanccob.co.za/
http://www.fws.gov/birds

