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Nature & Cultural Journeys  
for the Discerning Traveler  

 

 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED  TO JOIN  THE 
 

CINCINNATI ZOO &  BOTANICAL GARDENS  

 

ON A  WILDLIFE SAFARI TO 

BOTSWANA   
 

DESERT SUNSET, DELTA DAWN 
 

JULY 23 TO AUGUST 2, 2019 
 

http://www.classicescapes.com/


 
Schedules, accommodations and prices are accurate at the time of writing.  They are subject to change.  

 

 

 

YOUR ITINERARY  
 

DAY 1~TUESDAY~JULY 23 
CINCINNATI /EN ROUTE 
Your journey begins as you board your overnight flight to Johannesburg .  (Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2~WEDNESDAY ~JULY 24 
JOHANNESBURG  
Upon arrival at the Johannesburg International Airport  this 
afternoon, youõll be met and escorted to your hotel. Often called 
Jo'burg, Johannesburg is the country's largest city and financial 
center with ultramodern skyscrapers and a bustling way of life. 
Truly, the city of gold, as its claim to fame is the gold that was 
discovered nearby. 
 
The D'Oreale Grande is situated near Johannesburg International 
Airport, boasting luxurious accommodation, with palatial buildings 
set in a display of gardens, fountains and statues. Richly cloaked 
surroundings such as marble floors, plush carpets, magnificent 
stained-glass domes, highly decorated murals and frescos, sculptures, 
intricate mosaics and Roman columns and arches contribute to an 
atmosphere of intimacy, classical elegance and lavish opulence.  
Overnight at DõOREALE GRANDE. (Meals Aloft)   
www.doreale.com/ 

 
DAYS 3/4/5~WEDNESDAY /THURSDAY /FRIDAY ~JULY 25/26/27 
M AUN /M AKGAD IKGADI PANS NATIONAL PARK ~M ENO A  KWENA  
Return to the airport and depart on your flight to Maun, Botswanaõs tourism capital, and connect with your light aircraft 
flight  to Meno a Kwena on the very edge of the Makgadikgadi Pans National Park.  The National Park is situated roughly 
halfway between the towns of Maun and Nata, on the Francistown road.  Journeying into this magical land and across the 
desolate pans, you somehow feel its ancient 
mystique.  
 
The Makgadikgadi Pans is technically not a single 
pan as its name suggests, but many pans 
interrupted with sandy desert in between, the 
largest being the Sua (Sowa), Ntwetwe and Nxai 
Pans. It consists of two major basins, relics of one of 
the worldõs largest super-lakes. The Makgadikgadi 
dried up thousands of years ago as a result of the 
continued shifting of the earthõs crust. When the 
lake was formed, some five to seven million years 
ago, its shores were the setting for the mysterious 
transition from ape to man.  
 
The name Makgadikgadi implies  of a 'vast open 
lif eless land' but Makgadikgadi is not always dry. 
The pans fill with water during the rains from mid -November and mostly retain their water into April or May. The 
"thirstlands" are then transformed into great sheets of water, which attract a spectacular array of waterbirds and trigger 
dramatic migrations of wildebeest and zebra to the pans. 
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During the dry season, June to Nov ember, the area 
is virtually devoid of game,  but many desert-
adapted creatures remain resident. These include 
meerkats, aardwolf, Afric an wildcat, caracal, genet, 
honey badger, spring hare, jackal, kudu, yellow 
mongoose, porcupine, ground squirrel, steenbok 
and occasionally lion. The shy and elusive brown 
hyena, suricate, aardvark and small bustard 
species also stay. During the green season, 
December to May, game migrates out onto these 
plains from the Okavango, although the pans can 
become inaccessible. The first animals start to 
arrive at the end of April beginning of May and 
numbers peak in September and October when 
there are up to 30,000 animals in the area together 
with the ever-opportunistic  predators that follow 
them. There is a tangible feeling of vibrancy and 
excitement as barking stallions call their harem of 
mares, animals nosily quenching their thirst, the sound of stampeding h ooves, jackals calling, lions roaring, (land-locked) 
hippos grunting and flocks of chirping birds. All this and more makes for awesome game viewing.  

 
In the rainy months of January to April the area turns into a luscious paradise 
supporting a wealth of b irdlife. During the dry months, bird sp ecies include large 
numbers of White -backed and Lappet-faced Vultures, Bateleur, Tawny and Martial 
Eagles, Black-breasted Snake Eagle, Lanner and Red-footed Falcons, Gabar and Pale 
Chanting Goshawks. Also found are Red-billed and Orange River Francolin s, ostrich, 
Secretary Bird, guineafowl, Black and Red-crested Korhaans, Kori Bustard, Crowned 
Plover, Double-banded Courser, Spotted Dikk op, all species of sandgrouse, Giant Eagle 
and Pearl-spotted Owls, Lilac -breasted and Purple Rollers, large numbers of hornbill 
species and a huge number of LBJs, larks, cisticolas and pipits. Wildlife likely to be seen 
during this time includes lion, cheetah and even wild dog.   
 
Meno a Kwena Camp is 
situated on the high cliffs 
overlooking the dry Boteti 
River right on the 
transition zone between 
the unique Okavango 
Delta region of the 

Kalahari and the more typical, dryer regions further south ð it's 
this location which makes it special. Translated from Setswana, 
Meno A Kwena means ôTooth of the Crocodileõ. The rustic, but 
stylish, camp has been created with a mix of authentic safari 
mood with a traditional rural African touch. The tents are 
simply furnished with items that have been built by local 
craftsmen; despite their simplicity they each have a bucket 
shower with a view as well as a flush loo. The living/dining area 
is under a large canvas roof where traditional safari meals are 
served. Close by is the camp fire, plunge pool and game viewing hide. There is actually no need to leave the camp during the dry 
season as most of the wildlife in the area will drink from the waterhole at camp. This is a perfect opportunity for you to take a break 
from game drives and to sit quietly and watch the wildlife from the comfort of the camp. 
Overnight  at MENO A KWENA CAMP. (B,L,D Daily)  naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/ 

../../../Audubons/Connecticut%20Audubon/2018/Active/naturalselection.travel/camp/meno-a-kwena/
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DAYS 6/7~SUNDAY /M ONDAY ~JULY 28/29 
M AKGADIKGADI PANS / OKAVANGO DELTA~M APULA LODGE  
Your light aircraft flight now takes you to the Okavango 
Delta ð earthõs largest inland water systems. Its 
headwaters start in Angolaõs western highlands, with 
numerous tributaries joining to form the Cubango 
River, which then flows through  Namibia (called the 
Kavango) and finally enters Botswana, where it is then 
called the Okavango.  Millions of years ago the 
Okavango River used to flow into a large inland lake 
called Lake Makgadikgadi (now Makgadikgadi Pans).  
Tectonic activity and faulti ng interrupted the flow of 
the river causing it to backup and form what is now the 
Okavango delta. This has created a unique system of 
water ways that now supports a vast array of animal 
and plant life that would have otherwise been a dry 
Kalahari savannah. 
 
Thereõs an area on the northern fringes of the famed Okavango Delta, an enormous, 220,000-acre concession thatõs a 
matrix of floodplains, woodlands and channels. Waterways snake across the landscape, spilling into glassy lagoons and 
encircling islands of stately palms and trumpeting 
elephant. Itõs an iconic Delta landscape, and a 
magical environment in which to enjoy the 
abundance of wildlife . 
 
Nestled deep in the Okavango Delta bordering the 
Moremi Game Reserve, Mapula Lodge  is your 
home for the next two nights. Mapula offers 
excellent game viewing all year round, with wild 
dog existing in the area for the past few years. Lion 
and leopard are also very active in the Mapula 
Region. Prolific birdlife makes this the ideal setting 
for keen bird watchers.   
 
Accommodation at Mapula is in nine luxury chalets inspired by traditional design, and the use of local wood provides a unique detail. 
Each room has been effortlessly built on stilts, reaching above the bush shrubs, each with an en-suite bathroom, complete open-air 
shower and a traditional zinc bath tub. These exquisite rooms either have large double beds or two spacious single beds, a lounge area 
and private deck which offers wonderful views over a hippo lagoon. 
Overnights at MAPULA LODGE .  (B,L,D Daily) https://naturalselection.travel/camp/mapula-lodge/ 
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DAYS 8/9~TUESDAY /WEDNESDAY ~JULY 30/31 
OKAVANGO DELTA ~SABLE ALLEY CAMP  
This morningõs flight takes you to Sable Alley Camp, situated 
in the Khwai Concession within a 598,000-acres private 
wildlife reserv e bordering the Moremi Game Reserve. The 
concession is operated as a joint venture partnership with the 
Khwai Community Trust ensuring that local people benefit 
from tourism whilst protecting this sensitive environment.  
 
The Khwai Private Reserve provides access to diverse habitat 
on the northern edge of the Okavango Delta. This habitat 
includes water, flood plains, riparian woodlands and mopane 
woodland and supports healthy populations of plains game as  
well as predators including lion, leopard and wild do g. 
Elephants occur in abundance and there are sightings of sable 
antelope for which camp is named. 
 
The narrow Khwai Channel is home to large animals such 
as hippo and crocodile. Buffalo and red lechwe graze 
along the fringe. Elusive roan antelope often come to the 
river to drink. Mopane woodland and permanent water 
attract large numbers of elephants to the area. Predators 
include lion, wild dog and spotted hyena. The birdlife 
found here is just as varied thanks to the wide array of 
habitats. Some 450 bird  species can be seen in the area. 
 
Your home for the next two nights, Sable Alley, is situated in the 
Khwai Community Concession in a private area in the 
northeastern parts of the beautiful Okavango Delta. 
Accommodation consists of ten comfortable and stylish tented 
units with en-suite facilities and indoor and outdoor showers. 
Each tent is raised on wooden platforms and all have their own 
private deck to enjoy the wonderful views out over the lagoon. The main camp area boasts a lounge as well as a dining area offering 
beautiful views. The magnificent location of the camp offers fantastic wildlife viewing opportunities. Thereõs an exciting range of 
activities to enjoy, including day and evening game drives, mokoro (dugout canoe) excursions (when water levels permit), game 
walks, viewing hides, and more. 
Overnights at SABLE ALLEY CAMP  (B,L,D Daily)  
 https://naturalselection.travel/camp/sable-alley/ 

 

https://naturalselection.travel/camp/sable-alley/
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DAY 10~THURSDAY ~A UGUST 1 

M AUN /JOHANNESBURG /EN ROUTE  
Enjoy a last wildlife  run this morning and a hearty breakfast before flying back to Johannesburg  via Maun where you 
connect with your flight back home. (B, Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 11~FRIDAY ~A UGUST 2 
CINCINNATI  
Today you land back home, bringing with y ou the memories of all the wonderful sights of Southern Africa.  (Meals Aloft)  
 




