
Oak, Quercus spp.

Summer-blooming Pollinator-friendly Plants 
After more than 25 years of plant studies, the Cincinnati Zoo
& Botanical Garden created this list of summer-blooming plants
that grow and look best and bene�t pollinators most in the
Cincinnati region.

Panicle hydrangea, 
Hydrangea paniculata 

Shrubs/vines

Herbs

Trees

Linden, Tilia spp.  

Aralia, Aralia spp. Abelia, Abelia x grandi�ora Butter�y bush,
Buddleja spp.  (low-seed varieties)

Buttonbush,
Cephalanthus occidentalis

Plant for Pollinators ChallengePollenNation

Host plant for Caterpillars Good for bees Good for moths & butter�ies Good for hummingbirds

Diervilla,
Diervilla spp.

St. John’s Wort ‘Sunburst’, 
Hypericum frondosum 

Bottlebrush buckeye,
Aesculus parvi�ora 

Thyme
 Thymus spp. 

Fennel,
Foeniculum vulgare 

Dill
 Anethum graveolens

Mints,
Menthas spp. 

Lavender,
Lavandula spp.  
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Milkweed, Asclepias spp.

Annuals

Perennials

Russian sage,
Perovskia atriplicifolia 

Cone�ower (single bloom),
Echinacea spp.  

Liatris, Liatris spp.  

Ornamental onion ‘Millenium’,
Allium ‘Millenium’ 

Plant for Pollinators ChallengePollenNation

Host plant for Caterpillars Good for bees Good for moths & butter�ies Good for hummingbirds

Joe Pye weed,
Eupatorium maculatum  

Bee balm, Monarda spp.  

Tall verbena, 
Verbena bonariensis 

Salvia, Salvia sppPentas, Pentas spp.  

Zinnia, Zinnia spp.  Sun�owers,
Helianthus spp.


