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What is Composting?
Composting is the process of 
encouraging natural decomposition 
of organic vegetable matter to 
create a nutrient-rich fertilizer and 
mulch called compost. 

How is it Green?
Composting organic waste from yards and 
kitchens:
   •  diverts waste from landfills,         
      waterways, and water treatment 
      facilities
   •  significantly reduces pest problems 
      and the need to use pesticides
   •  provides a free source of natural 
      fertilizer and reduces the need to use 
      chemical fertilizers

How Does it Work?
The organic materials in a compost 
pile are broken down through the 
natural process of decomposition by 
microorganisms such as bacteria and 
worms. The process requires water, 
air, brown matter (carbon), and green 
matter (nitrogen). 
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How Do I Compost?
Determine the best location for your compost pile. The space should be at least 3 ft x 3 ft x 3 
ft. Choose a shady, protected area some distance from your home and any waterways. If you 
want to keep your composting area tidy, purchase or build a compost bin (wire, wood, brick, or 
plastic). Start the pile with a mix of brown and green matter to provide both carbon and nitrogen. 
Brown matter includes leaves, straw, and paper. Green matter includes grass clippings and 
food waste. Continue to add waste as time passes. Turn the pile with a pitchfork every so often 
to provide oxygen to the microorganisms at work. After several months, the pile will produce 
useable compost that is dark brown, crumbly, and earthy-smelling. Sift it through a one-half inch 
screen. Use the compost to fertilize and mulch plants in your yard.
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Learn more about how to Go Green at www.cincinnatizoo.org. 
Click on Saving the Earth, and then on Go Green.

Buy a Bin:
Compost bins can cost anywhere from $35 to several hundred dollars, depending on type and size.

How Much Does it Cost? 

The Hamilton County Solid Waste
Management District

holds an annual backyard compost bin 
sale. Check the website for sale date at 

www.hcdoes.org.

Bins can also be purchased from:
Park + Vine

1109 Vine St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
513-721-7275

www.parkandvine.com

Build a Bin:
Alternatively, you can build your own bin for just the cost of materials. Download instructions from:
     StopWaste.Org   or    HowToCompost.Org
  www.stopwaste.org    www.howtocompost.org

 that contribute to climate change. Climate change is already having 
devastating impaDO Compost

• Fruit & vegetable scraps
• Leaves & grass clippings
• Coffee grounds & tea bags
• Pine needles
• Wood chips
• Straw
• Sawdust
• Cornstalks

DO NOT Compost
• Oils, fats, & grease
• Bones
• Meat
• Diseased plants
• Weeds
• Inorganic material (i.e. plastic)
• Butter or dairy products
 

Why Would I Compost?
Composting is good for the planet. It’s easy and provides a free source of fertilizer for growing 
healthy plants.


