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What is a Solar Panel?
A solar panel is a series of solar, 
or photovoltaic, cells. These cells 
are devices that convert sunlight 
into electricity.

Every minute, the Earth 
receives enough energy 
from the sun to meet 
our energy demands for 

an entire year.

How is it Green?
By harnessing free, renewable energy 
from the sun, we can cut back on burning 
fossil fuels that contribute to climate 
change. Climate change is already 
having devastating impacts on wildlife 
and ecosystems around the world.

How Does it Work?
A solar cell has two layers of silicon—one 
positively charged and one negatively 
charged—that are connected by a 
circuit. Sunlight contains particles of 
energy called photons. When sunlight 
hits the cell, the negatively charged 
silicon absorbs some of the photons 
and releases electrons. Attracted by 
the positively charged silicon, the free 
electrons travel along the circuit, creating 
a direct electrical current that can be 
harvested and used as power. 
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Why Would I Use Solar Panels to Power My Home?
Residential solar systems, typically mounted on rooftops, are hitting the market. Whenever 
the sun shines on them, the solar panels generate electricity and route it to the electric 
utility grid. This offsets the amount of electricity you consume from the grid and thus, 
reduces your costs and impact on climate change.

How Much Does it 
Cost?
The initial cost of purchasing and installing 
solar panels in homes is pretty pricey at 
$18,000 or more. However, grants and tax 
credits can offset some of the cost. Within 
about five years, the solar panels will have 
paid for themselves.

Dove Tail Solar
Northern Ohio office (440-543-7069)
Southeastern Ohio office (740-592-1800)
Central Ohio office (614-937-4486)
Southwestern Ohio office (513-253-1945)
Email: info@dovetailsolar.com
www.dovetailsolar.com

Blue Chip Solar and Wind
10939 A Reed Hartman Hwy
Cincinnati, OH 45242
(513) 351-9463
Email: office@BSCandW.com
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Where Can I Get One?
Check out the Ohio Consumer’s Guide to Buying a Solar Electric System at              
www.greenenergyohio.org for detailed advice, and contact these local companies 
for more information:

Melink Corporation
5140 River Valley Road
Milford, Ohio 45150
(513) 965-7300
www.melinkcorp.com/index.php

For More Information:

•  The Easy Guide to Solar Electric
    by Adi Pieper
•  Green Energy Ohio,
    www.greenenergyohio.org

Learn more about how to Go Green at www.cincinnatizoo.org. 
Click on Saving the Earth, and then on Go Green.


