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Education/Training 

Institution and Location Degree Year Field of Study 

University of Missouri-Columbia DVM 2008 Veterinary medicine 

University of Maryland, College Park PhD 2014 Animal sciences 
 

Positions and Employment 

Director, Imperiled Cat Signature Project Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, 

Center for Conservation and Research of Endangered Wildlife (CREW) 
2023 – present 

Medical Director Gem City Vet, Trotwood Ohio   2021 – present 

Theriogenologist CREW 2018 – 2023 

Post-Doctoral Scientist CREW 2014 – 2017 

Doctoral Research University of Maryland and Smithsonian Conservation Biology 

Institute 
2009 – 2014 

Instructor of Record Department of Animal and Avian Sciences, University of 

Maryland 
2010 – 2014 

Research Intern Reproductive and Behavioral Sciences Department, St Louis Zoo 2008 – 2009 
 

Academic Activities, Organizations, and Review Boards 

Steering Committee Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) Reproduction and 

Endocrinology Scientific Advisory Group  

2024 – present 

Steering Committee AZA Felid Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) 2023 – present 

Advisory Board AZA Reproductive Management Center  2023 – present 

Adjunct Assistant Professor University of Cincinnati Department of Biological 

Sciences 

2022 – present 

Scientific Advisory Board Michelson Prize and Grants in Reproductive Biology 

Program 

2022 – present 

Scientific Ethical Review Board Alliance for Contraception in Cats & Dogs 2019 – present 

Reproductive Advisor Amur leopard, jaguar, and sand cat Felid TAG Species Survival Plans (SSPs) 
 

Honors and Awards 

Emerging Scientist Travel Scholarship Felid TAG 2017 

Dr. Richard F. Davis Memorial Scholarship University of Maryland, College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources     

2014 

PhD Student of the Year University of Maryland, Department of Animal and Avian 

Sciences  

2013 

Michael J. Pelczar Award for Excellence in Graduate Study Endowed Fellowship,  

University of Maryland, Graduate School  

2013 

First place, Science of the Cell, oral presentation Graduate Research Interaction 

Day, University of Maryland  

2013 

Outstanding Graduate Student – Ph.D. candidate  University of Maryland, 

College of Agriculture and Natural Resources Alumni Chapter 

2013 

Distinguished Teaching Assistant University of Maryland, Center for Teaching 

Excellence 

2012 

Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award University of Maryland, College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources  Student Council 

2012 

Anesthesiology Award University of Missouri, College of Veterinary Medicine  2008 
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Bermejo-Álvarez P,  Ramos-Ibeas P, Park K,  Powell AP, Vansandt L, Bickart D, Ramirez M, Gutiérrez-Adán 

A, Telugu BP.  Tet-mediated imprinting erasure in H19 locus following reprogramming of spermatogonial 
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Select Abstracts and Presentations 

Hall L, Miller A, Franklin A, Fritz S, Swanson W, and Vansandt L. Characterization of 13,14-dihydro-15-

keto-prostaglandin f2-alpha metabolite (PGFM) in the sand cat (Felis margarita) and Pallas’ cat (Otocolobus 

manul) as a non-invasive marker for pregnancy resulting from natural breeding or artificial insemination. 8th 

Conference of the International Society of Wildlife Endocrinology, Corbett National Park, India. Oral 

Presentation. 2023. 

Vansandt LM. A tale of two kitties: what ART in wild felids can teach us about the domestic cat.  Society for 

Theriogenology Annual Conference, Birmingham, AL.  Invited oral presentation. 2023. 

Vansandt LM, CH Adania, PR Yanai, Paulino JdS, RCR da Paz, HL Bateman, WF Swanson. Synchronization, 

Ovulation Induction, and Successful Artificial Insemination in the Jaguar (Panthera onca). 51st Annual 

Conference of the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians, St. Louis, MO. Poster presentation. 2019. 

Vansandt LM, D Markovic, ML Biller, J Newsom, H Bateman, WF Swanson, BA Hay. AAV-Vectored 

Generation of GnRH-Binding Immunoglobulins for Non-Surgical Sterilization of Domestic Cats. 6th 

International Symposium on Non-Surgical Contraceptive Methods of Pet Population Control, Boston, MA. 

Oral presentation. 2018. 
 

Select Book Chapters 
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in Wild Mammals of South America. Silva AR (ed). Boca Raton: CRC Press. Pp. 1 – 14; 2023. 

Vansandt LM. Feline Estrous Cycle. In: Feline Reproduction. Johnson A, Kutzler M (eds). Boston, MA: CAB 

International. Pp.11 – 22; 2022. 


